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Perez takes his greatest victory 
as clouds hang over Red Bull 


Many felt that Sergio Perez’s victory in last weekend’s Singapore 
Grand Prix was his best drive in Formula 1, and it’s hard to disagree. 
Yes, his 2020 Sakhir GP success was remarkable after he fell to 

the back early on, but he also required the misfortune of others. 
This time he was ahead of all the big names throughout. 

Alex Kalinauckas outlines how Perez defeated Ferrari’s Charles 
Leclerc in our report {page 18), and also argues on[p14 that the 
Mexican is one of a number of drivers who needs a good finish 
to 2022 after weak moments earlier in the year. 

Max Verstappen could clinch the crown this weekend in Japan. 

Red Bull is miles ahead in the constructors’ contest and, if Perez can 
maintain his current form, could end up 1-2 in the drivers’ standings. 

Things would be perfect for the Milton Keynes-based team but for 
the allegations of a cost-cap breach {p4). By the time you read this, the 
level of the possible breach and punishment could be clearer, both for 
Red Bull and Aston Martin. Fans of different teams will no doubt want 
different outcomes, but the key point is that there have to be harsh 
penalties for any transgression, otherwise it undermines the whole 
basis of the cost-cap ethos and the aim of creating a level playing field. 


e Autosport has teamed up with BRM to offer a remarkable prize for 
this week’s competition. Turn to[page 16]to find out how to get some 
incredible access and benefits worth £599 — and look out for our 
special on the historic British F1 constructor in November. 
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Red Bull at centre of row over 
cost-cap-breach allegations 


FORMULA 1 


Red Bull has vehemently denied that it 
exceeded the $145million budget cap for the 
2021 Formula 1 season amid major paddock 
speculation that the current constructors’ 
championship leader and Aston Martin 

will not be issued with certificates of 
compliance by the FIA. 

Red Bull was able to develop its RB16B late 
into the season to allow Max Verstappen to 
claim his first title, while the team finished 
runner-up to Mercedes in the constructors’ 
standings. That, combined with its strong 
adaption to the new ground-effect rules, 
has left Mercedes Fi chief Toto Wolff to 
consider the “open secret” that one team 


GALLOWAY 


Pere 
) Wolff’s team had to 
_ make over 40 redundant 


i A 
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considerably overspent during the first year 
of operation under the cost cap. 

Aston Martin, meanwhile, is reckoned 
by rivals to have spent excessively on its 
recent recruitment drive, which offered 
big salaries to potentially tip the team 
over a sustainable wage budget. 

Teams have been told that the FIA is this 
week issuing a compliance certificate to 
those that were under the cost cap last year. 
Any team judged to have gone over the limit 
is subject to a further FIA hearing that will 
then hand out stipulated penalties laid out 
in the regulations. For a minor breach of less 
than 5%, the punishments can be a public 
reprimand, a deduction of constructors’ 
or drivers’ championship points, exclusion 
from events, limitations on aero testing or a 
fine. A material overspend of over 5% may 
be met with points deductions, suspension 
from events, limits on aero testing, 
exclusion from the championship or 
a future cost-cap reduction. Whatever 
the outcome, there is no right to appeal. 

Red Bull team principal Christian Horner 
insisted that his squad stayed within the 
cost cap. Asked by Sky Fi at last weekend’s 
Singapore Grand Prix about any breaches, 
he said: “I am certainly not aware of any. 
The accounts were all submitted way 
back in March. I think that certainly 
our submission was below the cap.” 

But Mercedes and Ferrari, who were 


on opposing sides over the FIA stepping 

in to monitor and limit porpoising, are 

both pressuring the governing body to fully 
enforce the cost cap should it have been 
breached. Wolff has called on FIA president 
Mohammed Ben Sulayem to show “integrity 
and leadership” in this significant test case. 

Wolff also argues that any overspend in 
2.021 will have helped the teams in question 
to better adapt to the ground-effects rule 
shift for this year, and that they also stand 
to benefit in 2023. “The cost cap is probably 
the most important evolution of regulations 
in order to keep a level playing field — to 
allow teams that haven’t got the full budget 
to catch up and to put the ceiling onto the 
spending of the top teams,” he said. “So, it 
is of huge importance for a demonstration 
that these regulations are policed. 

“Tt’s funny Christian says that [Red Bull 
are compliant] because it’s been weeks and 
months they’re being investigated, so maybe 
he doesn’t speak to his [chief financial 
officer]. As a matter of fact, all of us have 
been investigated diligently. As far as we 
understand, there’s a team in minor breach 
[Aston Martin], which is more procedural, 
and another team fundamentally massively 
over and that is being still looked after. 

So that’s an open secret in the paddock. 

“Tt’s massively heavyweight. We’re using 
used parts. We are not running what we 
would want to run; we are not developing 
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FIA finally gives green light 
for six F1 sprint races in 2023 


FORMULA 1 


Just when 
you thought there 
couldn’t be any more 
controversy over 2021... 
Here Verstappen 
leads Hamilton in 


Abu Dhabi As many as 30 Formula 1 World 


Championship races could be held in 
2.023 now that the FIA has belatedly 
backed the teams’ and championship 
owner Liberty Media’s long-standing 
plans to double the tally of sprint 
contests to six for next season. 

Hot on the heels of the FIA jumping 
the series to announcing its record- 
breaking provisional 24-round schedule 
for next season (although a return to 
China is expected to be lost to COVID), 
the governing body’s World Motor 
Sport Council has voted to approve 
an additional three sprint races. 

The tweaks to the running order were 
unanimously agreed to by the paddock 
in April but, as with the 2026 engine 
regulations, FIA president Mohammed 
Ben Sulayem personally led the 
delay to assess the finer points of the 
amendments. In this case, that means 
that he checked the finances to see if the 
governing body should be given an extra 
payment. That decision further hurt the 


Sulayem is happy } 
that the figures add up + 


Horner described 
the allegations 
as defamatory 


what we could be developing. We have made 
more than 40 people redundant that are 
dearly missed in our organisation, and it was 
a huge mammoth project to make the cap. 

“T don’t know how many tens of millions 
we had to restructure and reprocess in order 
to be below the cap. If someone has been 
not doing that, or pushing the boundaries, 
every million is a massive disadvantage.” 

Similarly, Ferrari has urged the FIA to 
impose “maximum penalties” on any team 
found in breach of the rules. Racing director 
Laurent Mekies expects “the maximum 
severity and maximum transparency”. 

In response, Horner has implied that Red 
Bull may consider legal action. “Unless there 
is a clear withdrawal of those statements, 
we will be taking it incredibly seriously and 
looking at what the options available to us 
are,” he said. “It is absolutely unacceptable to 
be making comments of the type that were 
made, that are totally defamatory to the 
team, to the brands, and even to Formula 1.” 
MATT KEW & JONATHAN NOBLE 


BINGHAM 


fractured relationship between the FIA 
and Fi top brass, not least because a 
senior source has suggested that the 
block was on the grounds of ‘greed’ 

But finally, five months down the 
line, a special vote of the WMSC has 
approved the plans. The staging of six 
sprint races will arrive a year later than 
originally hoped, after an agreement 
could not be reached in time for 2022 
owing to the details of the financial 
package with teams amid the 
introduction of the budget cap. 

The FIA has clarified that its approval 
has not resulted in a change of 
financial terms between it and 
F1’s commercial rights holders. 

F1 CEO Stefano Domenicali’s reaction 
was: “The feedback from the fans, teams, 
promoters, and partners has been very 


em July at Austrian GP 


positive and the format is adding a new 
dimension to Formula 1, and we all want 
to ensure its success in the future.” 

Imola, the Red Bull Ring and 
Interlagos were chosen to host the 
sprint races for this season. When the 
plan was originally for there to be six 
sprints for 2022, Fi favoured them being 
held in Bahrain, Imola, Canada, Austria, 
the Netherlands and Brazil. 

Ben Sulayem added: “Thanks to close 
collaboration with Stefano Domenicali 
and our colleagues at FOM, we concluded 
a thorough analysis on the impact of 
additional sprint sessions and have 
adjusted relevant parameters of our 
work to ensure that they continue to 
be regulated at the very highest level.” 
MATT KEW & JONATHAN NOBLE 


6 OCTOBER 2022 |AUIOSPORI.COM 5 


PIT + PADDOCK 


WEC 


Doubt swirls over 
Tanak’s WRC future 


WRC 


World Rally Championship 
star Ott Tanak has hinted 
that he could step away from 
the series entirely next year. 

Tanak, the 2019 world 
champion, has been at the 
centre of the WRC silly 
season amid speculation that 
he could be set for a move 
away from Hyundai, with 
M-Sport Ford touted as a 
possible destination. He is 
contracted to Hyundai for 
2.023, but has been coy when 
talking about his future. 

Speaking ahead of last 
weekend’s Rally New Zealand, 
Tanak told AutoHebdo: “I 
haven’t made up my mind 
yet. It is not only which team 
but also if I continue, so let’s 
see. Let’s see how the end of 
the year goes and how things 
are going with my family, 
and if I need to be home, 


and then I need to decide.” 

Tanak has been competing 
as a full-time driver in the 
WEC since 2012. He enjoyed 
spells at M-Sport and Toyota 
(with which he won the 2019 
world title) before joining 
Hyundai in 2020. 

Hyundai deputy team 
director Julien Moncet has 
previously explained that the 
team is reviewing its line-up 
for 2023. This season the 
South Korean marque has 
fielded three i20 Ns, with 
Thierry Neuville and Tanak 
running a full campaign, and 
contracted for next year, 
while Oliver Solberg and Dani 
Sordo have shared the third 
car. The latter duo’s futures 
are yet to be confirmed. 

“We have a pretty good 
idea of what we would 
like to do, but until 
everything is signed we will 
not announce anything,” 


\ 3B get am, 


British sportscar stalwart Richard 


Westbrook is returning to Chip Ganassi 
Racing next year to race full-time in the 
World Endurance Championship. He was 
announced alongside Earl Bamber and Alex 
Lynn on the confirmation that Ganassi 
will be the team that flies the flag for the 


Westbrook joins Lynn, 
Bamber in Cadillac 


line-up in the IMSA 
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Moncet told Autosport. 
M-Sport is yet to firm up 
its 2023 plans, although Craig 

Breen is contracted for next 
year, and team principal 
Richard Millener downplayed 


the prospect of signing 


Tanak. “Ott is an incredible 


FARMER 


motorsport 
IMAGES 


SportsCar Championship and 
at the Le Mans 24 Hours. 


The 47-year-old is maintaining his links 
with Cadillac and parent company GM. 
He raced a DPi-V.R Daytona Prototype 
international for JDOC-Miller Motorsports 
(above) in IMSA this year, and back in 
the 2010s raced factory Chevrolets in 


General Motors marque on the global 

stage with the new V-LMDh prototype. 
Westbrook is returning to Ganassi after a 

gap of three seasons following his four-year 

stint in 2016-19 as part of its Ford GT 
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both the prototype and GT ranks. 

“T’m really happy because I feel like I 
am coming back home,” said Westbrook, 
who returned to prototypes in 2021 with 
Glickenhaus. “I always sensed with Chip and 


person, but with his success 
comes a cost and whether 
that is achievable for 

us is something that is 
questionable,” said Millener. 
“T think it would be pretty 
tricky for us to do.” 

TOM HOWARD 


Mike Hull [the team’s managing director] 

that when the opportunity was right we 

would work together again one day. I felt 

I ended the Ford programme on a real high 

and still had so much to offer, so to get 

back to Ganassi is a really good feeling.” 
Bamber and Lynn joined 

~ Ganassi for the 2022 IMSA 

series and are known to be on 

long-term contracts. When 

Sebastien Bourdais and Renger 

van der Zande were announced 

last month as the squad’s 

IMSA pairing for next year, 

it became clear that their 

team-mates in the sister 

car would move over to 

the WEC in 2023. 

Cadillac has also announced that its WEC 
squad will drive V-LMDhs on the car’s debut 
at the Daytona 24 Hours IMSA opener next 
January. It has so far not revealed who will 
stay with Ganassi and who will be loaned 
out to Action Express Racing, its other 
representative in IMSA’s GTP class. It 
remains unclear how many Caddys there 
will be at Le Mans in 2023. The marque 
has outlined an intent to have multiple 
cars there without disclosing how many 
additional entries it is intending to make. 
GARY WATKINS 
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IMSA The four LMDh prototypes that will contest the GTP class in next year’s IMSA SportsCar Championship tested together over three days for the first 
time at Road Atlanta this week in the wake of this year’s Petit Le Mans series finale. IMSA lined up the cars for a photoshoot at the final corner on race 
morning on Saturday, with the Acura ARX-06 ahead of the BMW M Hybrid V8, the Cadillac V-LMDh and the Porsche 963. The first of two so-called 
sanction tests organised for the LMDhs by IMSA will be followed by a two-day run at Daytona in early December. Photograph by Jeremy Shaw 


Formula E takes big step towards Tokyo debut 


FORMULA E 


Formula E finally looks set to break into 
Japan after signing a memorandum of 
understanding with capital city Tokyo 
to host a race in 2024. 

Japan has long been on Formula E’s hit 
list owing to its colossal automotive sector, 
while Tokyo has been exploring efforts to 
increase the popularity of electric mobility 
in the city, particularly with its ‘Zero 
Emission Tokyo’ initiative. 

After discussions, Formula E CEO Jamie 
Reigle signed the agreement with Tokyo 
governor Yuriko Koike to set out a stall for 
arace in the spring of 2024. This would be 
held on a course in the area surrounding 
the Tokyo Big Sight exhibition complex. 

“T am excited and honoured to stand 
alongside Governor Koike and announce 

the collaborative partnership between Tokyo 
Metropolitan Government and Formula E,” 
said Reigle. “Together we will work to bring a 
Formula E race to the city in 2024 in support 
of the Zero Emission Tokyo commitment.” 

Previous explorations into FE races in 
Japan have often hit a bureaucratic barrier, 


but ex-Formula 1 and FE racer Sakon 
Yamamoto (right), now an elected member of 
Japan’s House of Representatives, has been 
spearheading efforts to allow organised street 
races to go ahead in the country. Yamamoto 
drove in F1 for Super Aguri, Spyker and 
HRT, and reunited with Aguri Suzuki’s team 
for the 2014-15 FE Battersea finale. He 
retired in both races, crashing in qualifying 
for race two, in which he hit Jarno Trulli. 


BUEMI ON THE MOVE TO ENVISION 
Sebastien Buemi, the 2015-16 FE champion, 
has been announced as Envision’s second 
driver for the new season after signing 

a multi-year deal with the team. 

Buemi (right) has parted ways with 
Nissan after spending his entire FE career 
to date with the e.dams team, which ran 
as Renault’s works entity during the Gen1 
era and takes on Sacha Fenestraz and 
Norman Nato for next season. 

The 33-year-old Swiss replaces Abt-bound 
Robin Frijns alongside Nick Cassidy at 
Envision, which will run Jaguar powertrains 
for the 2022-23 season and beyond. 

KEN TANAKA & JAKE BOXALL-LEGGE 
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The Algarve circuit will take the additional 
date on the World Endurance Championship 
calendar next year as the series expands 

to seven races after the ravages of COVID. 
The Portuguese date at the Portimao venue 
will be squeezed into the schedule in the 
six-week gap between the Sebring opener 
and the traditional Spa spring date. 

The WEC will return to the Autodromo 
Internacional Algarve on 16 April witha 
six-hour fixture, which clashes with the 
Long Beach IMSA SportsCar Championship 
weekend. That’s a month after the Sebring 
1000 Miles and just two weeks before 
the Spa 6 Hours. 


The WEC, which published its full 
calendar last week, always planned for the 
seventh race to be in Europe for reasons 
of cost and for it to take place before the 
Le Mans 24 Hours in June. Series boss 
Frederic Lequien said back in July that 
a date in the first half of the season would 
create “a good balance” for the series. 

Richard Mille, president of the FIA 
Endurance Commission, described the 
schedule on its annoucement as a “natural 
evolution of the calendar we know well 
from previous years”. 

Algarve appeared to be the most likely 
option for the WEC’s seventh fixture in 
2.023. It stepped in to host an eight-hour 
round in 2021 (above) — initially as the series 


_—_———— 


m= 2023 WEC CALENDAR 
v 

| Sebring (usa) 17 March 
Algarve (PRT) 16April 
Spa (BEL) 29 April 
10-11 June 


9 July 


Le Mans (FRA) 
Monza (ITA) 
Fuji (JPN) 10 September 


Bahrain (BHR) 4 November 


| 


opener — when Sebring was cancelled for a 
second year in a row as a result of COVID. 

The rest of the WEC calendar follows this 
year’s schedule. Sebring and Le Mans are on 
their already announced dates of 17 March 
and 10-11 June. Monza follows in July, before 
the Asian swing takes the series to Fuji in 
September and Bahrain in November. 

The addition of the Algarve race can be 
regarded as the first step on the road to the 
WEC returning to its traditional eight races 
after its reduction to six in 2021, and then 
potentially beyond. The WEC fixture list 
peaked at nine races in 2016 and 2017 
and Lequien hasn’t ruled out as many 
as 10 in the future. 


Van Gisbergen on podium on world rally debut 


Two-time Australian 
Supercars champion Shane 
van Gisbergen is keen to try 
more rallying following a 
remarkable run to a class 
podium on his World Rally 
Championship debut at 
Rally New Zealand. 

Van Gisbergen, partnered 
by experienced co-driver 
Glen Weston, turned heads 
by finishing the four days 
of competition, held in 


treacherous wet conditions, 
third in class and ninth 
overall in a Skoda Fabia Rs. 
“We’ve had a ball, I’ve 
been learning a lot and 
of course all the different 
conditions here, new roads, 
it’s been awesome,” said van 
Gisbergen. “I love rallying — 
it’s a good break from the 
intense circuit racing I guess 
and hopefully I can do more.” 
But the Kiwi, who is 
dominating the 2022 
Supercars standings, has no 


8 |AUTOSPORT.COM 6 OCTOBER 2022 


plans to make a permanent 
switch from circuit racing. 
“T love what I do as a job in 
Supercars,” he added, “but if 
I can keep doing this stuff 
outside of it then I would 
love to have a go. I love the 
roads in New Zealand and I 
would like to do more here.” 
Asked if he would like to 
test himself at WRC level on 
amore regular basis, he said: 
“T don’t know. It’s pretty hard 
to get overseas and stuff.” 
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Rapide Martin is off from Aston 


Maxime Martin is leaving Aston Martin 
after five seasons and is off to pastures 
new for 2023. The departure of the 
Belgian, Le Mans 24 Hours GTE Pro class 
winner with the British marque in 2020, 
was announced by Aston Martin Racing 
ahead of Petit Le Mans last weekend, 
where he helped his employer to its first 
IMSA SportsCar Championship titles. 
Martin followed up on the statement 
from AMR with a post on his Instagram 
account. “For me it’s time to move on, 
aiming for the start of a new and exciting 
chapter in my career,” he said. “After an 
incredible five-year journey, it’s time 
to say goodbye to the AMR family. 
“With AMR I achieved one of the 
greatest results of my entire career: 
winning the 2020 Le Mans 24 Hours was 
simply incredible, and I will never forget 
the sweet taste of that wonderful victory.” 


AMR head of partner racing Huw Tasker 


thanked Martin for “the huge contribution 
he has made to the Vantage programme’, 
pointing out that he played an “integral 


part” in the development of the second- 
generation Vantage in both its GTE 
and GT’3 iterations. 

Martin, 36, left BMW after a five-year 
stint as a factory driver that included four 
years in the DTM to join Aston for 2018. 
He contested the 2018-19 and 2019-20 
World Endurance Championship seasons 
in GTE Pro with the Prodrive-run AMR 
team, finishing runner-up in the points 
in the second of those campaigns as well 
as winning at Le Mans with Alex Lynn 
and Harry Tincknell. 


He raced sporadically with Aston in 2021 


after the marque withdrew from GTE Pro. 
This year his main programme was racing 
in the IMSA SportsCar Championship 
with Heart of Racing, helping the squad 
to the GT Daytona drivers’ — with 
Roman De Angelis — and teams’ titles. 
Martin has not revealed his next move, 
but it appears likely that he is set for 
a return to BMW. What isn’t clear is 
whether he is in the frame for an LMDh 
drive in either IMSA or the WEC 
or will slot into its GT roster. 
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IN THE HEADLINES 


WRT’S BMW SWITCH IS ON 
WRT’s switch to BMW for its GT3 
programmes has finally been 
confirmed alongside its move into 
the top class of the World Endurance 
Championship for 2024. The team 
began testing with the M4 GT3 at 
Barcelona on Monday, the day after 
the completion of its GT World 
Challenge Europe campaign with 
Audi. Valentino Rossi, who is set to 
remain with the team next year, 
was among the drivers. 


DUTCH TEAM WITHDRAWS 


Racing Team Nederland withdrew 
from last weekend’s Petit Le Mans 
IMSA finale as a result of team owner 
and driver Frits van Eerd’s involvement 
in amoney laundering case in the 
Netherlands. The 55-year-old has also 
stepped down from his position of the 
Jumbo supermarket chain, which is a 
long-time sponsor of Max Verstappen. 


BOARDLEY BACK ON BOARD 


Former British Touring Car 
Championship regular Carl Boardley 
will be back in the saddle for this 
weekend’s 2022 season finale at 
Brands Hatch. Boardley replaces 
Will Powell in the Team Hard 

Cupra line-up for his first start in a 
front-wheel-drive car since 2019. 


WATCH GOES FOR €89K 


Porsche sportscar ace Michael 
Christensen’s Rolex watch - his prize 
for winning the 2017 Daytona 24 
Hours - fetched €88,800 when 

it went under the hammer at 

Bruun Rasmussen Auctioneers in 
Copenhagen. Christensen is raising 
money for the children of Ukraine 
following its invasion by Russia. 


PEDERSEN INTO INDYCAR 


Danish-American ex-British F3 race 
winner Benjamin Pedersen will step 
up to IndyCar in 2023 with AJ Foyt 
Racing. Pedersen makes the move 
after two seasons in Indy Lights, in 
which he finished fourth in 2021 
and fifth, with one win, this year. 
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Critical week for W Series 
after investor deal collapses 


W SERIES 


The Formula 1-supporting W Series 
for female racers is in a race against 
time to save the final two rounds of its 
2022 series amid financial difficulties 
that emerged ahead of last weekend’s 
Singapore Grand Prix event. 

Series CEO Catherine Bond Muir 
has given a deadline of this week for 
the concluding events supporting the 
US and Mexican GPs. W Series was 
left with cash-flow dramas following 
the unexpected collapse of a deal with 
an unidentified American investor 
who had signed a contract that would 
have secured its long-term future. 

Bond Muir referred to a “slow train 
crash” of realising that promised 
money was not coming, and is now in 
talks with fresh interested parties to 
help W Series see out the campaign. 

Speaking at the Marina Bay circuit, 
Bond Muir said she was hopeful that a 
deal could be put in place in time but 
admitted there were no guarantees. 
“We are speaking to a huge number of 
people, which is why I’m not sleeping 
very much, to get more money in,” she 
said. “I am reasonably confident that 
that will happen. I hope that the last 
few races will go ahead.” 

With cars needing to be shipped to 
North America, Bond Muir admitted 
that there is not much time for the 
series to make a call on what happens 
to the final events, saying it will “have 
to make a decision next [this] week”. 

“Money that had been contracted 
to come in didn’t come in,” she 
explained. “That’s why it’s become a 
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bit stressful. There’s a day in which 
you’re supposed to receive money, and 
then it doesn’t arrive. Then you sort 
of chase it for a bit, and then you 

go over and sit in front of them 

and say, ‘Where’s the money?’” 

Bond Muir said that the issue with 
the previous investor would likely 
result in legal action, but that 
awareness of the situation W Series 
faces has prompted fresh interest 
from potential backers. “That is the 
upside of it, that people have come 
out of the woodwork,” she said. 
“Everyone obviously realised that we 
were looking for funding in the way 
that we were. We had advisors who 
were based in the States and we were 
predominantly looking in the US. 

So unquestionably whilst this isn’t 
a happy or great experience, it’s 
actually helped us quite a lot.” 

One service supplier to W Series 
told Autosport on Tuesday that 
they are “not owed a penny” by the 
championship, and that since the 
news broke in Singapore there are 
considerably greater grounds for 
optimism that the final two events 
will go ahead, but that Friday is the 
crunch day for arranging travel. 

Bond Muir added: “I spoke to 
the drivers, it was a bit of a cry-in. 
They were 100% supportive, everyone 
was very upset. This means so 
much to everyone and I have 
had from them just unbelievable 
messages of support.” 

JONATHAN NOBLE 
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Elliott win puts 
him in last eight 


NASCAR CUP 


Chase Elliott rebounded in a big way in his 
bid for a second NASCAR Cup Series title 
with an important playoff win last Sunday 
at the Talladega superspeedway, following 
a rough race at Texas Motor Speedway. 

Elliott had kicked off the second round 
of the playoffs by wrecking out of the 
Texas race with a 32nd place. But at 
Talladega, he used a big push from Erik 
Jones on the final of 188 laps to charge for 
the lead. Elliott’s Hendrick Motorsports 
Chevrolet Camaro edged the Team Penske 
Ford of Ryan Blaney by 0.046 seconds 
to pick up his series-leading fifth 
victory of the 2022 season. 

The victory was a timely one as Elliott 
became the first playoff driver to win 
a playoff race this season and gain 
automatic advancement to the next round. 
He will move on to the semifinal round 
regardless of how he finishes next 
weekend at the Charlotte ‘roval’ 

“Tt was a wild last couple of laps — I 
wasn’t super-crazy about being on the 
bottom [lane] and fortunately I got just 
clear enough off of Turn 2 to slide up in 
front of Erik,” said Elliott. “He gave me 
some great shoves. He’s a Team Chevy 
partner there. Just had a good enough run 
to get out front and then was able to stay 
far enough in front of Ryan at the line.” 

Michael McDowell ended up third ahead 
of Ross Chastain and Denny Hamlin. 

With one race remaining in the second 
round of the playoffs, the four drivers 
lowest in points and in danger of 
elimination this weekend at Charlotte 
are Christopher Bell, William Byron, 
Austin Cindric and Alex Bowman. 

Bowman missed Sunday’s race with 
concussion-like symptoms following a 
wreck at the Texas race. Noah Gragson 
filled in for Bowman at Talladega in the 
#48 Hendrick Chevy and finished 19th. 
JIM UTTER 
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Barwell in GT3 
Le Mans plan 


Barwell Motorsport has outlined plans to 
race at the Le Mans 24 Hours for the first 
time. The British team with multiple Spa 
24 Hours and British GT Championship 
titles to its name is aiming to be on the 
grid as early as 2024. 

The stalwart of the GT3 ranks with Aston 
Martin, BMW and, since 2016, Lamborghini 
is looking to take advantage of the adoption 
of the category by the Automobile Club 
de l’Ouest for both the World Endurance 
Championship and the European Le Mans 
Series. From 2024, GT3 will form the basis 
of the sole pro-am based GT division 
under the ACO’s umbrella. 

“We've raced all over the world and done 
the American Le Mans Series [under the 
Drayson-Barwell banner with an Aston 
Martin in 2008], but we’ve never been to 
Le Mans,” said team boss Mark Lemmer. 
“There’s clearly an ambition to do that 
and things are aligning to make it look 
like a realistic option in the near future. 

“The ACO adopting GT3 regulations is 
clearly a big thing and there is a desire from 
Lamborghini to see their new Huracan GTE 


Top Acura team secures 
Deletraz for US enduros 


SRO/BOGAERTS 


EVOz2 racing at Le Mans. We also have 
partners who want to go in that direction.” 
Barwell has outlined a plan to begin racing 
in the ELMS in 2024 when GT3-based 
machinery, which may or may not race with 
the so-called “premium” aero kit outlined by 
the ACO in June, becomes eligible. A return 
to the Michelin-sponsored Le Mans Cup, 
in which the team contested selected races 
in its inaugural year in 2016, could be the 
initial stepping stone into the ACO realm. 


Barwell Lamborghini en route 
to Silver Cup honours at 
the 2019 Spa 24 Hours 


Lemmer explained that Barwell’s plans for 
next year should begin to come together in 
the next few weeks. But he stressed that the 
team isn’t turning its back on the Stephane 
Ratel Organisation’s portfolio of series. 

It will return to British GTs next year, an 
arena Lemmer described as the team’s 
“foundation series”, and there remains 

a desire to continue in the GT World 
Challenge Europe Endurance Cup. 


Louis Deletraz will join the 
Wayne Taylor Racing Acura 
squad for three of the four 
IMSA SportsCar Championship 
enduros next year. The Swiss 
will contest the Daytona, 
Sebring and Road Atlanta 
rounds of the Michelin- 
sponsored Endurance Cup at 
the wheel of the team’s Acura 
ARX-06 LMDh prototype. 
Deletraz, who will be in only 
his third full season of sportscar 
racing, will share the car with 


full-season drivers Ricky Taylor 
and Filipe Albuquerque and, at 
Daytona, Brendon Hartley. The 
three-time Le Mans 24 Hours 
winner will continue his 
relationship with the team 

after coming into its line-up 
for Petit Le Mans at Road 
Atlanta last weekend. 

“T couldn’t be happier than 
having Brendon back and I’ve 
been watching Louis for a 
while,” said team boss Wayne 
Taylor. “He’s young, but he’s 
very, very mature and he 
understands what is needed 
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to be that third driver.” 
Deletraz, 25, has landed his 
first factory sportscar drive after 
winning the European Le Mans 
Series title with WRT last year 
and helping Tower Motorsport 
team boss John Farano to the 
IMSA LMP2 title in 2022. “After 
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successful years in LMP2 in 
IMSA and Europe it was my 
target to be here [in North 
America],” said Deletraz, who 

is also racing for Prema in the 
World Endurance Championship 
and the ELMS this year. 
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WWW.MOTORSPORTDAYS.LIVE 


EXHIBITION HALLS, PLUS EVENT PUBLICATIONS, TEST DRIVES AND ON-TRACK EXPERIENCES. THIS IS STRICTLY ATRADE AND INDUSTRY EVENT AND NO CHILDREN UNDER THE AGE OF 
12 CAN ATTEND THE SHOW, JUNIOR DRIVERS BETWEEN THE AGES OF 12-16 MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT TICKET HOLDER. ALL INFORMATION CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO 


EXCLUSIVE TICKET REGISTRATION FOR DRIVERS, TEAMS AND THE TRADE IS NOW OPEN, ALL PRE-REGISTERED TICKETS INCLUDE 2-DAY ACCESS TO THE LIVE PADDOCK AND GARAGES, mM  @) I  @) f S p  @) f I 
PRINT 01/08/2022. TERMS & CONDITIONS APPLY. | 


PIT + PADDOCK 


ROUND 18/22 
F1 JAPANESE GRAND PRIX PREVIEW 


LENGTH 3.608 miles NUMBER OF LAPS 53 


11 DRS DETECTION 


16 17 


2019 POLE POSITION POLE LAP RECORD RACE LAP RECORD 
Sebastian Vettel 1m27.064s Sebastian Vettel 1m27.064s (2019) Lewis Hamilton 1m30.983s (2019) 
UK START TIMES TYRE ALLOCATION 
s HARD MEDIUM FT 

Friday 7 October “ it ae 

FP1 0400 FP2 0700 

Saturday 8 October O O O O O O O 

FP3 0400 

QUALIFYING 0700 C1 c2 C3 C4 C5 INTERMEDIATE WET 

Spel aaa CHAMPIONSHIP POSITIONS 

CATCH THE RACE LIVE Drivers Constructors McLaren back up to fourth 

SKY SPORTS F1 1 Verstappen 341 1 RedBull 576 ae a Borns 

BBC RADIO 5 LIVE 2 Leclerc 237 2 Ferrari 439 oe , — 

3 Perez 235 3 Mercedes 373 i 
HIGHLIGHTS 4 Russell 203 4 McLaren 129 8 
CHANNEL 4 1230 5 Sainz 202 5 Alpine 125 = 
RACE STATS 
Previous winners . : - é Suzuka points tallies 
2019 Valtteri Bottas Mercedes Hil ale wiles Vettel 168 
. : for one glorious lap at IMAGES ' 

2018 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes Suzuka in 1988 : ; a Hamilton 167 
2017 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes - ; Bottas 74 
2016 Nico Rosberg Mercedes LATTE a TOD Alonso 65 
2015 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes Verstappen 53 
2014 Lewis Hamilton Mercedes Ricciardo 48 
2013 Sebastian Vettel Red Bull Perez 27 
2012 Sebastian Vettel Red Bull Albon 12 
2011 Jenson Button McLaren Sainz 12 
2010 Sebastian Vettel Red Bull Ocon 10 
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PIT + PADDOCK OPINION 


The next challenge Perez faces 


The Singapore GP winner’s place at Red Bull is safe for now — and rightly so. But his 


performance deficit to his team leader means he still needs a strong end to this season 


ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


aybe because I’m just Mexican and if I’m not two 

‘66 races inarow on the podium, then I’m having a 
M worst season ever and Red Bull should drop me.” 
Let’s examine this claim from Singapore 

Grand Prix winner Sergio Perez. Fora start, with 
two victories, a pole inJeddah and six other podiums, Perez is having 
far from the worst 2022 campaign or Red Bull season. He’s also now 
just two points behind Charles Leclerc in the battle to be runner-up 
behind champion-in-waiting Max Verstappen. Even ifit didn’t 
already have Perez’s services locked down until 2025, Red Bull 
should not be considering dropping him, and anyone suggesting 
sois completely wrong. Both 2022 titles are basically in the bag — 
the ultimate goal for any driver line-up. 

In holding offa talent as great as Leclerc in the way he didin 
Singapore, Perez proved his worth to F1. But looking at 2022 overall, 
negatives do stand out. Since winning in Monaco and backing up 
Verstappen well in Baku, Perez has been on average 0.681s slower 
in dry qualifying than his team-mate. This includes the gap to 
Verstappen in his Hungary Q2 elimination but excludes Austria, 
where Perez was thrown out of Q3 for a Q2 track limits infringement. 
And he’d picked upjust 81 points to Verstappen’s 185 between 
Azerbaijan and arriving in Singapore. There have also been big errors. 

Overall, he’s just been firmly in Verstappen’s shadow. There’s no 
shame in that, but the pre-Singapore qualifying deficit is along the 


“In holding off a talent as 
great as Leclerc in Singapore, 
Perez proved his worth to F1” 


lines of the performance gaps to the Dutchman that led to Pierre 
Gasly and Alex Albon being dropped in 2019 and2020. Again, 
Red Bull should not be considering making such a move again with 
Perez — for now. Ifthe team continues torack up wins and titles, 
maybe it won’t for along time, ala Valtteri Bottas at Mercedes. 
Perez is popular at Red Bull and doesn’t rock the boat. But, if 
he’s showing the same pace and points deficit (he has 69% of 
Verstappen’s current total whereas Carlos Sainz has 85% of 
Leclerc’s for Ferrari) in another durable multi-team scrap, then that 
will beamajor problem. After all, Red Bull lost the 2021 constructors’ 
title because Perez was weaker as anumber two than Bottas. 
Red Bull team boss Christian Horner said after his Singapore 
triumph that his staffhave been “working hard with him on set-ups 
and soon” It will soon be seen if Perez has turneda corner or ifhis 
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Marina Bay brilliance relied on his street track affinity. He now 
has three wins and five other podiums at such venues. 

But looking across the grid, Perez isn’t alone in needing a strong 
end to 2022. Mick Schumacher can consider himself mightily 
unlucky from the weekend just gone. Had he stopped one lap later 
under the safety car, he might have end up with points andnota 
George Russell-inflicted puncture. The second-year driver is facing 
deep uncertainty about his future F1 career. Although he’s ended the 
run of costly crashes from early 2022, he hasn’t made it back tothe 
points since his Silverstone and Austria highs. It is understood that 
Haas is weighing up choosing between Schumacher and fellow 
German Nico Hulkenberg to partner Kevin Magnussen for 2023. 

Magnussen — brilliant in not backing down against Verstappen 
early in the Singapore GP, but unfortunate to now have been black- 
and-orange-flagged three times for damaged endplates — and Bottas 
are bothon point-less streaks. But they capitalised on their teams’ 
strong starts to 2022. And they already had deals in place for 2023. 

Alfahas now re-signed Zhou Guanyu for 2023, which was a 
straightforward choice. The rookie has hada quietly impressive 
debut season and has had to endure plenty of reliability and crash 
misfortune. But Zhou has also integrated deeply with Sauber/Alfa 
and works well with the unflappable Bottas too. He insists there’s 
far more to come in 2023, where he’Il have to prove that he hasn’t 
already reached his F1 performance ceiling. 

Esteban Ocon continues to have an up-and-down year, but 
stillhasn’t hit the highs team-mate Fernando Alonso has reached. 
With Alonso on the way out, Alpine will be looking to Ocon to step 
forward as aleader come the season’s end. By then Ocon could well 
be preparing for spending 2023 alongside Pierre Gasly. 

Gasly wasn’t afraid to holdback in criticising AlphaTauri for its 
early slicks gamble last Sunday, a big part of his slide from a solid 
seventh to1o0th. Paddock rumours of his switch to Alpine and Nyck 
de Vries being his replacement are gathering strength. Gasly said 
in Singapore that he expects to“have a clear answer on my future” 
inthe next “two tothree weeks”. 

AlphaTauriis currently three places below its 2021 constructors’ 
result. This is not helped by Yuki Tsunoda’s return of just 48% of 
Gasly’s total, and he had another big crash last weekend. The lack 
of surging Red Bulljuniors might also be keeping the pressure off 
Perez at the senior squad, but at the same time it’s also not a 
glowing testament to Tsunoda’s progress. 

Drive to Survive has brought the less-famous of the current F1crop 
to new heights of stardom. And so, with Red Bull’s first title double 
since 2013 all but sealed, how they end their 2022 storylines will be 
worth following in the deadrubbers soon to come. 
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OPINION PIT + PADDOCK 


Foundations of a new golden era 


Last weekend’s thrilling Petit Le Mans was the last hurrah for the DPi class, 
which has been key in teeing up the bright future of sportscar racing worldwide 


GARY WATKINS 


he Daytona Prototype international class bowed 
out at Petit Le Mans with another humdinger. The 
T 10-hour IMSA SportsCar Championship finale at 

Road Atlanta had everything we’ve come to expect: 

high dramain the last hour, that dash to the flag 
froma late yellow, anda margin of victory measured in single-digit 
seconds. But for all the great racing DPi produced in its six seasons, 
the true significance of a category that only ever had double-figure 
grids in one year ofits existence lies in the future: the bright new 
future of global sportscar racing that’s already unfolding. 

DPi put down the foundation stone for LMDh. Put simply, no 
DPi, no LMDh, and no golden era at the top of the sportscar tree, 
the one we are all predicting is just around the corner in both IMSA 
and the World Endurance Championship. Without the ground laid 
by DPi, the list of manufacturers already signed up would be much 
shorter. The idea that a manufacturer could take an off-the-shelf 
chassis, stick its own engine in the back and give the thing to its 
styling department for a light dusting set us on course for LMDh. 

The category changed the mindset of manufacturers competing 
at the pinnacle of sportscar racing in North America. They were 
persuaded by the DPi platform that it wasn’t necessary to produce 
their own bespoke chassis, but instead could go racing with 
something they could still call their own even ifit was actually 
an LMP2 car under the skin. It probably didn’t knock a nought 
off the budget, but it made it adamn sight more affordable. 

The lure of this new-found affordability spread to the 
WEC on the famous day of the convergence announcement 
at Daytona in January 2020. The WEC probably didn’t have 
achoice but to join forces with IMSA on acategory that at 
that time was dubbed DPi2.0 and already had the idea of a 
spec hybrid system ingrained in its DNA. Take-up for its 
Le Mans Hypercar rules hadn’t been as expected. 

The Daytona announcement was important because now 
manufacturers could get even more bang for their buck: they could 
race the same car in the two major sportscar arenas of the world and 
chase glory in both the Le Mans and the Daytona 24-hour classics. 
But it was DPithat had shown that this concept was a viable way 
forward, a category based ona philosophy compatible with the 
modern era that became even more appropriate in the straitened 
times that have followed courtesy of the ravages of COVID. 

DPi showed that the concept worked in North American, so 
the manufacturers had to ask themselves, why wouldn’t it work 
on the world stage? Given that there are now six marques lined up 
to compete in LMDh over the next two years and at least four of 
them have plans to compete in both WEC and IMSA, the answer 
has to be that they reached an affirmative conclusion. 

Yet there was another philosophical shift that came with DPi, 


one that was also an essential building block for the good times 
tocome. DPi made the Balance of Performance acceptable in 
prototype racing; it legitimised or normalisedit. The processes 
pioneered by the Grand American Road Racing Association during 
the era of the old-tech Daytona Prototype ugly ducklings that 
arrived way back in 2003 came of age during the time of the DPi. 
That wasn’t the case, to my mind, in the three interim seasons 
of post-merger sportscar racing in North America when the DPs 
with added aero went up against the LMP2 cars from the American 
Le Mans Series. IMSA never quite got the balance right in that 
period with two types of car that tech boss Scot Elkins described 


“DPi made the Balance of 
Performance acceptable 
in prototype racing” 


“as different as apples and oranges”. [argued at the time that his 
analogy didn’t go far enough. [havea memory of suggesting he 
should have invoked the kumquat. 

Balancing DPis, for all their different engine formats, was a 
much more straightforward proposition, and it should become 
more so in the new era. Remember LMDh and LMH cars are 
designed to fit into so-called performance windows laying 
down maximums and minimums for downforce and drag. 
Addin a myriad of other strict definitions in the rulebook, 
engine weight and weight distribution among them, and you 
don’t have apples and oranges, more tangerines and satsumas. 

Don’t ask me to describe a four-wheel-drive LMH car in 
fruit-based terms, but let’s not forget that advantages of the 
front-axle drive from the hybrid system have now largely 
been mitigated by the increase in the speed at which electrical 
power can be deployed. So the LMHs are definitely not 
out there with the kumquats. 

DPi was animportant stepping stone on the road to the great 
position in which this branch of the sport finds itself today. It 
would be wrong to say that when the category was announced in 
October 2015 there was already a clear path to this new golden age; 
the sands have shifted too many times for anyone to be able to 
suggest that. But in the aftermath of one final great show from the 
DPicars, perhaps we should acknowledge the category’s role 
in laying the ground work for the new world order. 4¥ 
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A BRM PADDO 


THE PRIZE 


BRM has launched a new motorsport club membership 
experience, the BRM Paddock Pass - and a special V16 
membership, worth £599, will go to the winner of our 
competition. The V16 Tier, which celebrates the famous first 
British Formula 1 car, is designed to give unprecedented 
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QUESTION 


When did Graham 
Hill and BRM 
score their 
Formula 1 world 
championship 


experiential, lifestyle and digital benefits, with only 185 title double? 
memberships initially available. Benefits for V16 Tier 

members include a unique membership card reflecting V16 A) 1959 
status, priority whitelisting for selected events, discounts B) 1962 


on selected merchandise and partner promotions, plus 
one Digital Collectable from the BRM Archive every month. 
Members will also get all the benefits of the Paddock Pass 
initiative, including a personalised welcome pack full of 
goodies, the chance to join BRM at signature motorsport 
events, access to members-only trackday events, special 
access to cars and ‘Meet the Driver’ opportunities, Zoom 
chats with BRM, F1 and motorsport legends, and one free 


PADDOCK PASS 


V16 MEMBER 


C) 1964 


TO ENTER 


choose the correct 
answer and go to 


A3 limited edition print from the BRM Archive per year, with ; —\ 2 £7 eeescn nn autosport.com/ 
its accompanying Certificate of Authenticity, signed by the ©) competition 
Owen family. With such limited numbers and unrivalled or use the QR code below 


access, this is a great chance for enthusiasts to get close 
and personal with a key part of motorsport history. 


se oon 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 1) To enter, visit https://www.autosport.com/competition. Competition closes at 23:59 12 October 2022. 
2) This competition is open to UK residents aged 18 or over. 3) No cash alternative. 4) Prizes are non-transferable. 5) Only one entry 
per person. 6) Winner will be selected at random from the correct entries. 7) The prize is to win one BRM V16 MEMBERSHIP worth £599. 
The Promoters: Autosport Media UK Ltd. 1 Eton Street, Richmond, TW9 1AG. 
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OPINION PIT + PADDOCK 


It is good to see new and younger fans as well as a wider demographic, 


but they will not return if the experience isn’t up to scratch 


PAUL JEFFREY 


Disquiet among loyal supporters 

I was pleased to see that you had published Stephen Chipping’s 
letter (Your Say, 29 September). You only have to look at social 
media to see the level of disquiet among loyal supporters of the 
British Grand Prix, not just about the pricing but the introduction 
of dynamic or surge pricing, which airlines have deployed for years. 
The greater the interest the greater the price! There were tales 

of people stuck in the ticket queue suddenly being presented 

witha higher price when they got into the ticketing system. 

There was also disappointment that the system collapsed 
so soon after being launched and was suspended for a while. 

For many it has not been a happy experience and unhappy 
customers are not good for long-term business. There has 
been unprecedented demand but there are other big events 
that run smoothly. 

Imanaged to secure tickets fairly quickly but I restrict myself 
to Fridays — cheaper, although more expensive next year — where 
you get the atmosphere and can move around the grandstands. 

I would say quieter as well, but with race day already sold out 


motorsport 
} IMAGES 


Isuspect there will bea full crowd of 150,000 on each day. 

It is great news for Silverstone of course. Stuart Pringle and 
his team have done wonders with the circuit but I have two pleas. 
The first is please do not forget the long-term fans (in my case 
Ihave only missed one event since 1971). It is good to see new 
and younger fans as well as a wider demographic, but they 
will not return ifthe experience isn’t up to scratch. 

The second is to ensure that there are enough facilities and 
things to do to keep the large crowds interested and occupied. 
Stuart and his team could do worse than havea serious look at 
the Goodwood Revival where there is so much to see and do over 
the weekend. Silverstone has the space for an‘Over the Road’ 
set-up as at Goodwood, as well as on- and off-track displays. 
Tam sure Lord March would offer some advice. 

Paul Jeffrey 
Via email 


Eighteen races a year is enough 

Can I say how much lagree with Graeme Innes-Johnstone’s 
letter last week. I’ve been a fan of Formula since the early 
1960s and have greatly enjoyed the increased TV coverage 
since the 1970s. 

I’m inthe fortunate position of being retired, able to subscribe 
to Sky’s Fichannel and to watch Friday and Saturday’s practice 
with any sprint race, Saturday’s qualifying and Sunday’s race, but 
witha wife, daughter and granddaughter am I being fair to them by 
sitting watching this on 24 weekends, often around lunchtimes? 

None of this time includes Sky’s other pre-race or post-race 
coverage, which runs extensively either side of the actual events. 

Iknow more races is more revenue for F1 but there comes a 
point of diminishing returns andif TV numbers drop off due 
to viewing fatigue then sponsors will lose interest, with less 
money forthcoming. 

Eighteen races a year is enough — lose some of the overseas 
races which are only viable with government sponsorship 
trying to improve their country’s image. 

Bruce Chisholm 
Scotland 


Have your say, get in touch 
Autosport editorial @ ‘3h Fi > | 
Autosport Media UK Ltd 


1 Eton Street E-mail Visit our website Twitter Facebook Instagram YouTube 
Richmond autosport.com twitter.com/ facebook.com youtube.com 
TW9 14G AUTOSPORTdotcom 
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FORMULA 1 


PEREZ AT HIS BEST 
TO DENY FERRARI 


Max Verstappen could have clinched the title as Fi returned.to Singapore 
but didn’t, while his‘Red Bull team-mate took:his fourth GP victory 
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SINGAPORE GP 


t wasn’t supposed to be this dark yet. The sun 
hadn’t yet set over Singapore, yet gloom was 
engulfing the Marina Bay circuit. 

Rain. It had fallen hard between FP3 and qualifying. 
Nowit was coming down even harder, with just 65 
minutes before the 8pm scheduled race start time. 
Formula1 drivers, team staff, paddock guests, officials 
and mediaalike darted for cover as nearby skyscrapers 
disappeared from view. Soon the inevitable followed, 
and the start process was delayed. 

When the race eventually did get going 65 minutes 
later than billed, it would be won by Red Bull’s Sergio 
Perez, who shared the front row with pole-winner Charles 
Leclerc. Those two stole the show in the headline battle, 
while the fighting fortunes of two world champions 
created fascinating subplots. 


THE LEAD BATTLE 


Leclerc had sat astride his Ferrari F1-75 after finally arriving on pole 
position following the rain delay. But with the grid still slippery 
enough to require the whole field to start on intermediate tyres, 

he wisely spent amoment putting rubber overshoes onto his 

race boots for the pre-start ceremonies. 

Back in the cockpit, Leclerc reflected on how “track position in 
Singapore is really, really important”. Indeed, both Ferrari and Red Bull 
had been prepared to sacrifice race preparation time in FP2 to nail 
qualifying set-ups even before the two squads had various disruptions 
on Friday night. Passing was expected to be tricky even with the new 
ground-effects cars — a factor that increased in the wet given the 
challenge of braking off the racing line. 

When the lights went out, Leclerc and Perez reacted in unison, 
shooting off the line together. But in the 
second phase, Leclerc“had a little bit of 
wheelspin” The Red Bull then rapidly 
powered alongside and Perez swept into 
Turn 1to seal the race lead, which he would 
never lose thereafter.“The bad start put us 
on the back foot and it was a really difficult 
race after that,’ said Leclerc, who would not 
be drawn in the post-race press conference 
on whether the outcome might have been 
different. But he knew exactly how costly 
it had been, one of two key contributors 
to his eventual defeat. 

While that would come much later — 
the race never reached its scheduled 
61-lap duration, and instead stopped at 
the two-hour limit, which began when the 
lights went out at 9.05pm — first Perez 
had to go about doing the winning. 

His efforts in the wet first phase of the 
race were superb. For a start, only he and 
Leclerc were able torun inthe 2mo1is 
bracket, then the 2moos, then the 1ms59s, 
and the following Carlos Sainz was 7.7 
seconds adrift by lap seven. Perez had the 
pace advantage by 0.1s each time over this 
period as he managed his tyre wear 
smoothly, everything, he felt, “under 
control”on the inters. That stage was 
ended by the race’s first safety car calling, 
after Nicholas Latifi carelessly lost where 
Zhou Guanyu was positioned on the run to 
Turn 5 onthe seventh tour as they scrapped 
over 18th. The Williams drifted across the 
Alfaand clattered it into the outside wall. 
Zhou was out on the spot with broken 
right-front suspension, while Latifi 
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crawled back to the pits with a puncture 
before he too retired. 

The safety car picked up Perez, but he 
and all the rest eschewed pitting for fresh 
inters, with the potential slicks crossover 
still around three seconds quicker than the 
leader’s pace at the time. The race remained 
neutralised until the start of lap 11, just 
before which Perez did something rather 
naughty. As spotted by Lewis Hamilton 
from fourth place, he’d dropped more 
than 10 car lengths behind the safety car, 
something that later imperilled his victory. 

But that was still far off and at the restart 
Perez was under no pressure from Leclerc. 
He duly re-established a1.2s lead on the 
first lap back racing, andthe scenes then 
played out muchas they had at the initial 
start. Sainz again couldn’t hold onto his 
team-mate’s rear and in just five laps he 
was over eight seconds off the lead. Again, 
Perez could keep his pace higher on the 
ageing inters, his lead growing by an average 
of 0.3s over the 11 laps that followed the 
restart. Then it jumped around, but only 
because of the dramas suspending and 
reanimating proceedings. 

Three virtual safety cars were activated, 
starting with Fernando Alonso pulling off 
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“THE BAD START PUT US ON THE 
BACK FOOT AND IT WAS A REALLY 
DIFFICULT RACE AFTER THAT” 


at Turn 10 on lap 21 due to an engine failure. That led to atwo-lap 
nullification, with the VSC then activated again on the leader’s 26th lap 
because Alex Albon had gone head-on into the Turn 8 wall at slow 
speed, knocking off his front wing. Albon became the second Williams 
driver to retire in the pits after driving off from the scene, his debris 
needing to be recovered. This was done under the second VSC — the 
FIA later said that scenes showing marshals still on the track when 
that ended after one lap were down to a poorly captioned TV replay. 

Just one tour after the Albon VSC, the system kicked in again after 
Esteban Ocon’s Renault engine also expired in his Alpine, this one much 
more dramatically than Alonso’s ina plume of smoke as he traversed 
the Anderson Bridge on lap 27. This VSC lasted until the leaders were 
halfway around lap 30, after which Perez’s lead was clocked at 4.38. 

But suddenly Leclerc unleashed anew level of pace in the 1m56s 
and slashed Perez’s advantage to 2.8s in two laps. But if Perez had lost 
critical tyre temperature as it appeared — something that would plague 
the Red Bull later on — it wasn’t disastrous. And this was because of 
something happening far behind. 

That was George Russell suddenly lighting up the timing screens 
witha series of purple sectors, after taking medium slick tyres under 
the Alonso VSC. He’d initially wanted fresh inters, but Mercedes 
“thought it was time to go on slicks and try something”; he said, 
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. Russell soon rued his 
team’s decision to make 
~ an early switch to slicks 
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given he was still down in 16th after his pitlane start for taking anew 
engine after qualifying.“I was in a position where I just thought 
‘screw it; he added, although he was soon thinking “it was totally 
the wrong decision’, because he had to catcha massive sideways 
moment exiting Turn 3 and was then lapping 3-5s off the pace 

until the track dried enough to warm his slicks. 

This happening triggered a rush to the pits on lap 33 — initially Pierre 
Gasly, Yuki Tsunoda, Valtteri Bottas and Kevin Magnussen. Leclerc 
came in the next time by, having been told to pit “opposite Perez”. He 
erred, sliding deep past his pitbox marks and enduring a5.3s stop as 
his mechanics had to adjust. That reduced the pressure on Perez’s 
lap 35 stop, with the undercut in any case not too powerful given >> 
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the low temperatures on the still-slippery-in-places track surface. 

Not that green-flag tyre-warm-up was an issue for long for the 
leaders, since the race was neutralised by the safety car appearing 
again on lap 36 when Tsunoda crashed his AlphaTauriat Turn 10. 
He’d“completely misjudged the braking point, carrying too much 
speed into the corner, and went into the wall”, hard. 

The safety car picked up Perez again and stayed out for three laps. 
At the end of lap 39, Perez got himself into actual trouble by repeating 
the same infraction as at the first restart, letting the pace car get more 
than 10 car lengths ahead before its lights had gone out to signify an 
upcoming restart.“There was a bit of miscommunication with Bernd 
[Maylander, the safety car driver],” Perez later explained in the post- 
race press conference. That had been delayed so he could argue the 
following case to the stewards, who had been looking at his restart 
tactics in both instances. Ahead of the second, he’d actually driven 
alongside Maylander, gesturing for him to speed up.“On the places 
where I could keep up with him, he was super-slow; on the places 
where I could not keep up with him, he was fast. So, it was a bit of 
miscommunication there. But these [damp] conditions are not 
normal. So, it’s fully understandable that in the conditions we 
were facing, especially the final sector, it was super-tricky.” 

Racing next got back under way on lap 40, with Perez again 
comfortably ahead of Leclerc, the pair weaving in a bid to fire up 
their new mediums, tyre temperature now a factor back in focus. 
Sainz again was quickly dropped in third. 

Perez got his gap back up to1.1s at the end of the first lap back under 
green-flag conditions, but then Leclerc came alive. He cut the lead to 
o.7s the next time around, and then for the next six anda half tours 
produced a display of thrilling, harrying chasing. 

Time and again Leclerc would close on the rear of Perez’s Red Bull, 
again benefiting from its slippery nature and potent rebadged Honda 
engine. DRS was finally activated on lap 43, which turned the Ferrari’s 
pursuit into an overtaking challenge. Add to this, Perez reported 
“driveability” problems during the first part of this breathtaking phase. 

Although he later explained “there were a few occasions where the 
engine was doing something we were not expecting’, Perez put the 


“IT KNEW IT WAS ALL OVER. BUT THESE 
THINGS HAPPEN. I’M NOT GOING TO 
PUNISH MYSELF FOR A MISTAKE” 


main reason for his handling loss down to lacking tyre temperature 
soon after the restart.“When you’ve just lost all your temperature 
behind the safety car, and you’re going witha slick tyre through a 
wet patch it’s really difficult,” he added.“ You are just a passenger.” 
Leclerc threw all he had at trying to snatch victory. He locked up 
briefly at Turn 14 on lap 45, with Perez doing so worse at the same 
point the next two times around. But the Red Bull was fast enoughina 
straight line to erase the threat of an easy DRS pass. “I was just trying to 
beas close as possible because I basically had to make the overtaking 
on the straight,’ Leclerc explained of his swarming charge. 
“Tcouldn’t really go on the braking zone and brake later because 
I didn’t really know how the track was on the inside and I didn’t want 
to take that risk. [had one lap where I was really close [lap 46 into 
Turn 7], andIactually thought about going in the inside and braking 
later. But, for me, it was not worth it. So, I was just waiting for the 
right opportunity. That unfortunately didn’t arrive at the end.” 
That was because on lap 48 Leclerc went deep at Turn 16 — just 
as he had on his final Q3 flier the day before (see panel, right). That 
dropped Leclerc out of DRS range and he never reached it again. 
Another Turn 16 near-off lost another 0.7s on lap 52, but the 
Monegasque suspected something additional had changed for 
Perez because he was already up to 1.9s clear. This was ultimately 
the second main contributing factor to Leclerc’s defeat. 
“T was quite surprised because as soon as I lost the DRS I think it 
was exactly at the time when Checo’s tyres started to work properly,” 
he said.“But before that everything was really on the limit. With the 
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second instance of dropping 
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dirty air in conditions like this, the slightest mistake you pay big-time.” 
Perez then scampered clear, with a reason beyond making safe his 
gap to Leclerc. This was the safety car infringement investigation that 
he’d had overhanging since the second restart. The leader therefore 
“pushed like qualifying for 15 laps” and took the flag 7.6s ahead. 
Leclerc felt that because the Red Bull was “very good after six/seven 
laps” into each stint, staying within five seconds in anticipation 
of a penalty wasn’t doable even as he pushed “until the end”. Or, 
at least until“as soon as I knew that the five seconds gap was 
done, Ijust brought the car home”. 


THE FIGHT FOR THIRD 


The final podium position was taken by Sainz, making it two Ferrari 
drivers in the top three for the first time since Miami in May. But this 
battle wasn’t really his story, not after he’d sealed third on the road by 
bumping Hamilton off ahead of the Turn 2 apex on lap one, having 
powered past the wheelspinning Mercedes at the start. When 
Hamilton counter-attacked wide on the outside, Sainz held his line, 
feeling “it’s a bit my corner at that point” Hamilton later reflected that 
the move was “fine” and “racing” But it wrecked his race, because the 
seven-time world champion spent the next 32 laps bottled up behind 
the second Ferrari. He was certain “I could do similar times to the guys 
ahead” but wasn’t “quick enough to get past him in these conditions”. 

Hamilton was vexed at Mercedes’ insistence that he take new 
intermediate tyres for the start when he’d wanted scrubbed ones, 
and his team felt his“fronts were getting a hard time in the traffic’, 
according to director of trackside engineering Andrew Shovlin. 

Mercedes also believed this was a factor in Hamilton’s second major 
error of the 2022 campaign, when he locked up solo from 0.9s behind 
Sainz on lap 33 and went gently head-on into the Turn 7 barriers. He 
reversed away and owned the gaffe, apologising over his team radio. “I 
knewit was all over from then,” Hamilton said later.“But these things 
happen. Imean, I’m not going to punish myself for a mistake.” 

He got going again with front-wing damage, emerging immediately 
into the next subplot battle. 


Hamilton’s race was 


hampered by following 
the struggling Sainz 
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SINGAPORE GP 


QUALIFYING 


4 


“F***! | f***ed up!” There was quite the swearing flurry from 
2022 Formula 1 title protagonists Charles Leclerc and Max 
Verstappen at the end of Singapore qualifying. The damp-but- 
drying session was tense enough to put the drivers on edge and 
leave the watching crowd captivated. Wet patches from pre-FP3 
downpours remained in places so, although Sebastian Vettel, 
Lance Stroll and Zhou Guanyu took failed gambles on slicks to 
escape Q2, softs were not really the best option until Q3 began. 

The leaders spent the whole of the final segment on the 
same set of those, fuelled to run throughout as they had in 
Ql and Q2, and it all came down to the final two minutes. 
There would be time for two final fliers each, with Lewis 
Hamilton’s new personal best of 1m51.019s the benchmark, 
the Mercedes driver having shuffled down the opening 
efforts of Leclerc and Fernando Alonso. 

Alonso nipped back ahead with a 1m50.737s on his 
penultimate run, but behind him Leclerc was completing the 
lap that won pole, while Hamilton and the Red Bull drivers built 
to asingle last-gasp effort when track conditions would be best. 

Leclerc had to catch huge oversteer slides exiting Turn 3, but 
was Solid until he reached Turn 13, where another major catch 
was required. He wrestled his car, coming close to the walls out 
of Turns 14 and 17 - where damp patches remained - and 
nearly lost it all as his tyres cried enough heading out of Turn 21 
approaching the final corners. But it all produced a 1m49.412s 
and, as it turned out, enough for pole. Having stayed on it, 
Leclerc abandoned his final lap after locking his right-front 
and sliding off in the runoff at 
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moment traversing the 

slippery Anderson Bridge. He THE RUN” 

had to rapidly collect things 

for Turn 13, losing momentum. Likewise, Hamilton blamed 
going “a bit wide in 16” for ending up third, with Alonso’s 
final-lap personal best putting him fourth. But it was Leclerc’s 
final sector on his pole lap that made the difference - he 
gained 0.6 seconds on Perez and 0.7s on Hamilton, their 
tyres having given up slightly earlier. 

Verstappen was the other big story. After setting Q3’s best 
sector one time by a hefty margin on his penultimate lap, he 
was ordered to abort it to leave a bigger gap to Pierre Gasly 
ahead. Red Bull thought it had enough time to go again, 
which it did, but it was lacking enough fuel to complete the 
run. Verstappen, very much in the hunt despite wheelspin 
and oversteer slides early in the lap, was called in, to his 
fury: “What the f***? What the f***?” 
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TRACKSIDE VIEW 


Singapore’s Marina Bay circuit 
really is unique in Formula 1. 
Monaco has its narrow confines 
and proximity to many drivers’ 
homes. Baku is stunningly fast but 
tight too. Jeddah and Miami are 
‘street’ tracks in name only. The 
former also has its main sessions 
taking place at night, but the 
true street course challenge of 
Singapore at night sets it apart. 

Right now, the darkness is slowly 
creeping across the island city, as 
Autosport makes the short walk 
towards the final corners of the 
3.146-mile lap for FP1 from the 
blessed relief of the air-conditioned 
media centre, out into stifling 
humidity. We’re heading for Turns 
18 and 19 - the tricky 90-degree 
left-and-right sequence that takes 
the track underneath the vast 
waterfront grandstand. 

We arrive and are struck by how 
this is far from a glamorous spot. 
The rear of the grandstand has all 
the charm of a massive multistorey 
car park, with nothing to suggest 
the masses watching from the 
structure ahead. Behind, blackout 
panels prevent fans walking around 
the site from glimpsing the cars, 
which seems unnecessary. 

We squeeze between generators 
and the walls lining the track to 
take up our initial spot behind 
Turn 19, looking down and 
under the grandstand towards 


gets up to speed, while Leclerc 
ag (right) flirts with disaster 
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Turn 18. The challenge is clear 
from the off. Having already gone 
through a mix of 17 fast, slow and 
demanding turns, the drivers are 
simply running out of grip on 
both axles when it comes to 

this critical sequence. 

Zhou Guanyu Is getting up to 
speed on his first Singapore outing, 
his Alfa Romeo’s rear squirming 
luridly as he puts the power down 
out of Turn 18. The Red Bull drivers 
are snapping left then right with 
much more grip, the rotation 
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DRS DETECTION 


speed from their extra 
downforce stunning. George 
Russell is smoother and wider, 
easing his Mercedes between 
the covered barriers. 

We walk next to the Turn 19 
escape road to see how close the 
drivers are getting to the wall on 
this exit, and register that each time 
by it’s Alpine’s Esteban Ocon. On 
slow laps the drivers stay well away 
from the dip that brings their 
left-rears uncomfortably close to 
danger, but they have to head there 
when pushing, risking a wallstrike 
if the fronts don’t have enough 
left. On a rare FP1 outing due to his 
brake issues, Charles Leclerc comes 
closest to disaster just before the 
halfway point, while we’re struck 
by how late Valtteri Bottas is 
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“THE ROTATION SPEED 
FROM THE RED BULLS’ 
EXTRA DOWNFORCE 

IS STUNNING” 


making his final corrections here, 
rapidly balancing the risk/reward 
ratio as he does so. 

Soon, night has fallen and the 
cars take on an extra dimension 
under the full spotlight glare: 
enhanced dynamism. Shining 
among the buildings, shimmering 
through real streets while being 
taken right up to the edge due 
to the punishing layout and 
conditions. This is Singapore’s 
unrivalled magic. 

ALEX KALINAUCKAS 
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THE FIGHTBACK FROM VERSTAPPEN 


Hamilton rejoined fifth behind Lando Norris and ahead of 2021 
adversary Max Verstappen. The Dutchman’s first chance to seal the 
2.022 world title had been spoiled by Red Bull’s Q3 fuel miscalculation, 
then was made even harder when he“dropped the clutch and [got] 
anti-stall” at the start. This dumped Verstappen from eighth to 12th 
immediately — and he might have lost more positions were it not for 
adecision to cut Turn1. This was reviewed by the stewards and 
declared acceptable under the understanding on first-lap rules. 

Then followeda series of skirmishes. First, Verstappen had to repass 
Kevin Magnussen midway through lap one. After he’d squeezed the 
Haas towards the wall between Turns 9 and 10, the pair making light 
contact, they went side-by-side into the Turn 11 tight right just before 
the Anderson Bridge. Magnussen’s endplate had been damaged tagging 
Lance Stroll in the seconds after Verstappen’s squeeze — another move 
declared not worthy of investigation by the officials. 

Magnussen shoved Verstappen wide at Turn 11, but his efforts were 
in vain because the Red Bull soon overcame him and Stroll on the 
second lap. Verstappen got Tsunoda on lap three before getting stuck 
behind Sebastian Vettel’s Aston Martin, something he put right 
quickly after the first safety car restart. He jumped Pierre Gasly on 
the same lap, then rapidly caught Alonso’s Alpine before spending 
the next 10 laps behind until it spluttered into retirement, ending 
the Spaniard’s 350th Fi start in underwhelming fashion. 

Next up was Norris, who Verstappen chased through the final two 
VSCs. Towards the end of the third, for Ocon’s car recovery in the 
Turn 13 runoff, Verstappen tried to jump the McLaren, but went 
too soon and nearly infringed the restart, risking a penalty ina 
move Norris called“very dangerous”. 

Just after this came Hamilton’s Turn 7 error, and Verstappen 
briefly then pressured him while complaining, as he had with 
Magnussen much earlier (resulting in the Haas being black-and- 
orange-flagged for the third time in 2022), that the Mercedes’ 
damaged endplate could fall off. 

Verstappen’s overshoot of Norris on the VSC was not investigated, 
and didn’t matter in any case given what came after the second safety 
car restart. The second big neutralisation had preserved Norris’s lead 
because, when it was called, Verstappen had just pitted for medium 
tyres under the green flag. But when it ended, Verstappen pounced. 
And got it badly wrong. “I got alongside him [through the Turn 6 kink 
down the first sector’s main acceleration zone], said Verstappen.“I 
braked, not even late, but I bottomed out.” 

That meant he locked up badly and shot down the Turn 7 escape 
road, so very close to hitting the wall. His mediums massively 
flatspotted, Verstappen needed to pit and took softs. He used these 
to go from 14th and last to back behind eighth-placed Hamilton (the 
Mercedes had lost out too, stopping for anew nose and mediums 
just before the second safety car period started) in just 11 laps. 

They ran nose to tail behind Vettel for six laps before Hamilton 
made another mistake, taking toa still-wet patch on the inside run 
to Turn 8 and sliding wide. Verstappen was through and free to 
deprive Vettel of seventh on the final lap. 


Verstappen complained 
™ about risk of Hamilton’s 
, endplate falling off 


SINGAPORE GP RACE CENTRE 


Runner-up Leclerc 
offers his congrats to 
a bushed-looking Perez 
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“THE RIGHT MAN WON ON THE NIGHT 
AND HE WAS DELIGHTED. ‘MY BEST 
PERFORMANCE,’ PEREZ SAID” 


That means Verstappen takes a104-point lead toJapan this 
weekend, where victory with the fastest lap will seal the title even if 
Leclerc is second again. But that gap is only so because Red Bull and 
Perez won one final battle post-race. 

The stewards actually found Perez guilty of infractions at both restarts, 
but the five-second penalty handed out didn’t change the result. Their 
reasoning was, at best, confusing.“We do not accept that the conditions 
were such as to make it impossible or dangerous for Perez to have 
maintained the required less-than-10-car-length gap,” read identical 
vital parts of the documents announcing each verdict.“Nevertheless, 
we took into account the wet conditions and the difficulties 
highlighted by Perez as mitigatory circumstances for this incident.” 

For the first he was reprimanded. The five-second addition was 
for the second, because the stewards noted “this was the second 
breach of Article 55.10 by Perez during the race and followed an 
express warning from the race director” 

Confusing, certainly. But 
the right man won on the night 
and he was delighted.“My 
best performance,’he said. 
“Tcontrolled the race, although 
the warm-up was very difficult. 
The last few laps were so intense. 
I didn’t feel it that much in the car 
but when I got out of it, I felt it.”.¥ 


NEXT Fl REPORT 


JAPANESE GRAND PRIX 
13 OCTOBER ISSUE 
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ALPINE FALLS 
BACK AFTER 
DOUBLE FAILURE 


Alpine slipped behind 

McLaren in the battle for 

fourth place in the constructors’ 
championship for the first time 
since Austria in early July after 
recording an unreliability- 
induced double retirement. 

Both Renault power units 
cried mercy in the hot and 
humid Marina Bay conditions 
before half-distance. This came 
as Lando Norris led Daniel 
Ricciardo to an opportunistic 
4-5 thanks to a comparatively 
late switch to slicks, handing 
McLaren the advantage by 
four points. 

Fernando Alonso (below) held 
ambitions of landing a podium 
on his record-breaking 350th 
grand prix start before he 
slipped one place to sixth. This 
left him defending against Max 
Verstappen when the car let go 
on lap 21 of the truncated 59. 
Meanwhile, Esteban Ocon had 
recovered from 17th to 13th 
when his machine failed in an 
altogether more spectacular 
cloud of smoke on the 27th lap 
to trigger a virtual safety car. 

Team principal Otmar 
Szafnauer said: “It looks like we 
suffered a similar power unit 
issue on both cars, which we 
will investigate in detail. It’s 
important that we identify the 
root cause of what happened 
and put preventative measures 
in place to avoid a repeat. These 
days do happen in racing from 
time to time and, while it’s a 
disappointing feeling within the 
team now, we have another race 
next weekend in Japan where we 
have the opportunity to recover.” 
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Crashes account for both 
Williams drivers and Tsunoda 


Alex Albon’s astonishing recovery from 
respiratory failure to participate in the 
Singapore Grand Prix ended with the 
Williams driver enduring a rather tame 
race-ending shunt into the wall to 
complete a double DNF for the team. 

The Thai-Brit resumed training with 
less than two weeks to run before the 
most physically demanding round on the 
calendar after he missed the Italian GP 
when he was taken to intensive care owing 
to complications after routine surgery 
for appendicitis. But Albon spun on the 
opening lap before careering into the wall 
on lap 25 after hitting a patch of standing 
water and locking the fronts. He returned 
to the pits for a new front wing but was 
withdrawn after the mechanics briefly 
inspected his FW44. 

That ended a bad night’s work for the 
Williams duo since Nicholas Latifi carries 
a five-place grid drop into the Japanese 
Grand Prix after losing Zhou Guanyu in his 
mirrors and squeezing the Alfa Romeo into 


104.. 


Max Verstappen’s championship lead 
means he can win the title with victory 
and the bonus point for fastest lap in 
Japan this weekend, even if Charles 
Leclerc finishes second. 


the wall on lap seven in a dice for 18th. 
Zhou was eliminated on the spot as his 
suspension buckled, while Latifi returned 
to the pits only for his rear-left corner 

to be deemed too far gone to continue. 

The departing Williams driver gave 
this circumspect assessment: “From 
the previous corner, I had looked in the 
mirrors to see where Zhou Guanyu was. 
I didn’t see he was there, so I took my 
normal approach for the racing line on 
the following corner. I don’t know if he 
was in a blind spot of the car where the 
mirror can’t pick up. Unfortunately, he 
was there and in hindsight I needed to 
leave more room, but I can only go off 
what I can see in the mirrors.” 

Yuki Tsunoda, meanwhile, crashed by 
himself on lap 35 to squander 12th place. 
Similar to Albon, the AlphaTauri driver 
had overcooked it into Turn 10 to lock up 
and headbutt the TecPro barrier, a shunt 
that resulted in his instant elimination 
and a full safety car. 


BINGHAM 


SBLOXHAM 


MAGNUSSEN ANGRY AT 
ANOTHER FLAG WARNING 


Kevin Magnussen reckoned the FIA went 
“way over the top” in slapping him with 
a black-and-orange flag for a loose front- 
wing endplate after a first-lap brush 
with Lance Stroll. 

It was the third time this season that 
the Haas driver has been shown the flag 
after similar dings in Canada and Austria. 

In none of the cases did the team reckon 
the bodywork would break off. As such, 
the Dane said the governing body was 
not listening and learning. 

“The team told me that the damage was 
minor,” said Magnussen. “It was on that 
endplate thing, which we’ve explained to the 
FIA — it’s tethered in. The FIA should know 
that. They make the regulations. That part 
doesn’t come off. It’s not a safety concern and 
here it wasn’t even flapping. It was way over 
the top to give me the black-and-orange flag.” 


GEORGE RUSSELL 
MERCEDES DRIVER 


Even though you 
started from the 
pitlane, was the 

race harder than 


SINGAPORE GP RACE CENTRE 


Aston Martin takes a 
Stroll up the points table 


Aston Martin recorded only its 
second double-points finish of the 
campaign courtesy of Lance Stroll 
classifying sixth, two places ahead 
of the team’s retiring four-time 
champion Sebastian Vettel. 

The faster of the duo all weekend, 
Stroll lined up 11th with Vettel in 
13th. The duo did inherit spots 
for Yuki Tsunoda crashing out, 
Fernando Alonso breaking down, 
the mistake from Lewis Hamilton 
while chasing Vettel, plus the 
black-and-orange flag waved 
Kevin Magnussen’s way. 

Even so, the pair earned the 
squad’s best combined result of 
the season to pip its haul from the 
Emilia Romagna Grand Prix, when 
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finished inside the top 
10. It’s just the way F1 
goes sometimes. We’ve 
had such a great run of 
form. As a team, | feel 
like we’ve been pretty 
flawless all season. But 


were 


on slicks and try something. 
Obviously, at the time, it was 
totally the wrong decision. But 
it did pay dividends later down 
the line because when we had 
that safety car and the restart, | 


Vettel clocked eighth to Stroll’s 10th. 
With it, Aston Martin has jumped 
past AlphaTauri and Haas to seventh 
in the constructors’ standings. 

Of his busy night, Vettel said: 
“Thad a very strong start to the 
race and the first lap was great fun. 

I was not very patient, and I pushed 
really hard, and gained a few places. 

“After that, I concentrated on 
looking after my intermediate tyres 
because we knew that the track 
would take a long time to dry and 
they needed to last. 

“Thad a big battle with Lewis 
[Hamilton] and Max [Verstappen] in 
the closing laps. I was defending for 
many laps, and it was a shame that 
Max got ahead of us on the final lap.” 


MAUGER 


What is your take on the 
incident with Schumacher? 

You have to be audacious in these 
conditions. Without DRS, and on 
a circuit like this, these F1 cars are 
nigh-on impossible to overtake. 


you thought? 

We definitely had a car 

this weekend that was capable 
of winning. So, that’s one thing 
ticked off. It’s just bit of a shame 
how this weekend unfolded. We 
were very fast today. Had it not 
been for that incident with Mick 
Schumacher, we would have 


this weekend, things 
went against us. 


When did you realise it was 
too early to change to slicks? 
Well, | was asking the team for a 
new set of intermediates. In that 
situation, | trust them, they trust 
me. They thought it was time to go 


overtook three cars in one lap, and 
was up to[P11pefore the incident 
with Mick. It goes both ways. | was 
in a position where | just thought, 
‘Screw it, we need to do 
something.’ F1 is very frustrating 
when it’s like this. But out of so 
many races we’ve had this year, 

15 of them have been great. We 
can’t get it right every time.” 


You’re braking just after the 
100-metre board into that 
90-degree left hander of Turn 1. 
There’s enough space to make 

it a tighter corner to get better 
racing, better overtaking. If it 
paid off, then great, but it didn’t. 
But nevertheless, we caught him 
back up in two laps. It goes to 
show the pace today. 
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FERRARI PARTS SPECIALIST 
SUPERFORMANCE 


CONTINUOUS 
REMANUFACTURING 
OF OBSOLETE AND 
UNAVAILABLE PARTS 


DEPENDABLE 
BIG ENOUGH 

TO COPE 

SMALL ENOUGH 
TO CARE 


FAST EXPRESS 
WORLDWIDE 
SHIPPING DAILY 
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SUPERFORMANCE.CO.UK +44 (0)1992 445 300 
CELEBRATING 38 YEARS FERRARI PARTS EXPERIENCE 


UNIT G1 RD PARK STEPHENSON CLOSE HODDESDON HERTFORDSHIRE EN11 OBW 
CONTACT OUR OFFICE AT ADMIN@SUPERFORMANCE.CO.UK 


[HPS | | WE suppty Parts To THE UK AND ACROSS THE WORLD _ 


HILL ENGINEERING 


See what we’re up to on instagram @superformance.co.uk and 
you can follow us on facebook.com/superformanceuklitd 


McLAREN PUSHES AHEAD WITH DEVELOPMENTS 


Although the 2022 Formula 1 
season is approaching its end, 
McLaren saw fit to introduce a 
flurry of updates for Singapore 
to improve the operating range 
of its MCL36. The updates were 
only available for Lando Norris’s 
car, since the team was unable 
to get enough parts ready to 
kit out Daniel Ricciardo’s 
machinery too. 

This mostly focused around the 
sidepod and floor area, and the 
new inlets to a revised sidepod 
package featured a Red Bull-style 
underbite. Here, the lower leading 
edge was moved further forward 
to create a more pronounced 
undercut around the front face, 
adding a clear channel to allow 
the airflow to fold into the ‘Coke 
bottle’ section at the rear. The inlet 
to the floor underbody was also 


SINGAPORE GP 


DRAWING BOARD 


GIORGIO PIOLA 


reworked ina bid to draw more 
downforce from underneath, 
partnering with renewed floor 
fences. There was also a new 
diffuser to test in practice, 
while track-specific changes 
included more bodywork 
and brake cooling to cope 
with Singapore’s higher 
temperatures. 

Technical director 
James Key expects to see 
more from the updates at 
Suzuka: “I suppose the 
lower and medium-speed 
corners is where we hope 
its strengths will be. It will 
pick up a bit of efficiency 
on it as well, so it’s not ideal 
for here, but places like Japan, 
for example, that’s got a 
bit of a strength.” 


ONLY NORRIS GOT SIDEPOD/ 
FLOOR-AREA UPGRADES 


NEW NOSE TREATMENT FOR ALPHATAURI 


AlphaTauri made quite a substantial change 

to its nose for Singapore, opting for a design 
more in line with Ferrari and Haas. Previously, 
the nose extended beyond the lowest front- 
wing element, which swept further up at the 
attachment point to create a clearer passage of 
airflow underneath. But the new design is 
shorter and ends on top of a spoon-shaped 
mainplane, creating more chances to load 
the inboard section of the front wing with 


a greater overall camber. 


ALPHATAURI 
NEW NOSE FEATURES 
SPOON-SHAPED MAINPLANE 


=> ~ ~ 
. Sat. om. \ 


The changes to the outboard section are to 
help mitigate the effect of the front-wheel wake 
and improve its control over the turbulence 
produced. The flap adjuster has been shifted to 
the outboard part of the wing to enhance that 
effect further, which has often been employed as 
an aerodynamic device to improve the outwash 
production in recent years. There’s also a duct 
similar to the Ferrari nose design, which replaces 

the old arrangement used for driver cooling. 


The team also stated in its pre-race technical 
notes that the lowest wing element has a greater 
chord length in the outboard region. Those 
notes say that “the changes to the inboard part 
of the wing are designed to increase the loading 
in this region and provide better flow 
conditioning to the forward floor”. 
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RACE CENTRE SINGAPORE GP 


=. 19 Latifi #6 a 17 Ocon #31 15 Bottas #77 = 13 Vettel #5 “rhe 11 Stroll #18 
Gre 575325 1ms6.337; QMO  mse0s3; RRB sa3c0s MB 54.2115 


A v A ¥ A v a v A v 


20 Russell #63 Sclietro. 18 Albon #23 vetae. 16 Ricciardo #3 eee. 14 Zhou #24 Qatiae.” Schumacher “oo 
1m54.012s 1m56.985s 1m56.226s a 1m55.518s 1m54.370s 


FREE PRACTICE 1 FREE PRACTICE 2 FREE PRACTICE 3 SEASON STATS 


POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME 
1 Hamilton 1m43.033s 1 Sainz 1m42.587s 1 Leclerc 1m57.782s Copan oasnie PTS saree aN 
2  Verstappen 1m43.117s 2 Leclerc 1m42.795s 2  Verstappen 1m58.308s 1 Verstappen 341 1 fT 
3 Leclerc 1m43.435s 3 Russell 1m42.911s 3 Sainz 1m58.848s Sillleclere 237 1 1 
4 Perez 1m43.839s 4 Verstappen 1m42.926s 4 Alonso 1m59.429s S: (Perez 235 1 Tl 
5 Russell 1m44.066s 5 Hamilton 1m43.182s 5 Perez 1m59.526s 4 Russell 203 ) 1 
6 Sainz 1m44.138s 6 Ocon 1m43.412s 6 Stroll 2m00.373s 5 Sainz 202 Tl Tl 
7  Ocon 1m44.736s 7  Bottas 1m43.431s 7  Ocon 2m00.911s 6 Hamilton 170 2 3 
8 Stroll 1m45.221s 8 Alonso 1m43.520s 8 Vettel 2m01.007s 7 Norris 100 3 3 
9  Gasly 1m45.258s 9 Perez 1m43.906s 9 Russell 2m01.010s Ruocan 66 5 5 
10 Alonso 1m45.336s 10 Stroll 1m43.982s 10 Ricciardo 2m01.036s 6 Alona 59 5 2 
11 Vettel 1m45.354s 11 Norris 1m44.013s 11 Magnussen 2m01.089s 10 Bottas 46 5 5 
12 Ricciardo 1m45.724s 12 Vettel 1m44.249s 12 Hamilton 2m01.220s 11 Ricciardo 29 5 6 
13 Bottas 1m45.725s 13 Magnussen 1m44.422s 13 Gasly 2m01.245s 12 Vettel 24 6 9 
14 Magnussen 1m46.028s 14 Gasly 1m44.469s 14 Schumacher 2m01.502s 13. Gasly 23 5 6 
15 Tsunoda 1m46.081s 15 Zhou 1m44.524s 15 Tsunoda 2m01.679s 14 Magnussen 22 5 4 
16 Albon 1m46.119s 16 Albon 1m45.144s 16 Norris 2m01.791s 15 Stroll 13 6 10 
17 Zhou 1m46.408s 17 Tsunoda 1m45.211s 17 Albon 2m01.907s iguschuniacher 12 6 6 
18 Schumacher 1m46.601s 18 Ricciardo 1m45.447s 18 Bottas 2m02.066s 17. Tsunoda 11 7 
19 Norris 1m46.680s 19 Schumacher 1m45.623s 19 Zhou 2m02.599s 18 Zhou 6 8 
20 Latif 1m47.092s 20 Latif 1m46.553s 20 Latifi 2m03.510s 19 Albon 4 9 
WEATHER Dry, air 29C track 35-37C WEATHER Dry, air 29C track 33C WEATHER Wet, air 26-27C track 28-29C 20 deVries 22 9 ils} 
21 = Latifi 0 12 10 
22 Hulkenberg 0 i 17 
SPEED TRAP (QUALIFYING) 
CONSTRUCTORS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 
Williams 184.1mph 1 Red Bull 576 
Red Bull 182.9mph 2 Ferrari 439 
AlphaTauri 182.4mph 3 Mercedes 373 
Mercedes 182.2mph 4 McLaren 129 
Aston Martin 181.6mph 5 Alpine 125 
Ferrari 181.4mph 6 Alfa Romeo By 
Alpine 180.6mph 7 Aston Martin 37 
Haas 180.4mph 8 Haas 34 
McLaren 180.1mph 9 AlphaTauri 34 
Alfa Romeo 178.7mph 10 Williams 6 
QUALIFYING BATTLE 
Hamilton 9 6 Russell 
QUALIFYING 1 QUALIFYING 2 QUALIFYING 3 Verstaph oiiepsaaao See 
POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME POS DRIVER TIME Leclerc ats mas 
1 Verstappen 1m53.057s 1 Leclerc 1m52.343s 1 Leclerc 1m49.412s Bleciando i a paiNOss 
2 Hamilton 1m53.161s 2 Hamilton 1m52.691s 2 Perez 1m49.434s sonse u Se 
3 Leclerc 1m54.129s 3. Verstappen 1m52.723s 3 Hamilton 1m49.466s cal) Sunes 
4 Perez 1m54.404s 4 Perez 1m52.818s 4 Sainz 1m49.583s yee = sued 
5 Sainz 1m54.559s 5 Alonso 1m53.127s 5 Alonso 1m49.966s Sill Bulkenbers 
6 Russell 1m54.633s 6 Sainz 1m53.219s 6 Norris 1m50.584s mould 2 todd iene 
7 Magnussen 1m55.103s 7  Gasly 1m53.546s 7  Gasly 1m51.211s aul a 1 ideveles 
8 Tsunoda 1m55.314s 8 Tsunoda 1m53.848s 8 Verstappen 1m51.395s eeu = ob Bates 
9 Alonso 1m55.360s 9 Norris 1m53.942s 9 Magnussen 1m51.573s Papnuseen a3 eSeSchumecnet 
10 Zhou 1m55.375s 10 Magnussen 1m54.006s 10 Tsunoda 1m51.983s WINS Sessionsignoredwhena 
drivercouldnotrecorda 
11 Vettel 1m55.602s 11 Russell 1m54.012s WEATHER Wet/drying, air 26-27C Verstappen 11 representative time for 
12 Gasly 1m55.606s 12 Stroll 1m54.211s track 27-28C Leclerc 3 reasons outsidetheircontrol 
13 Stroll 1m55.629s 13. Schumacher  1m54.370s Perez 
, FASTESTLAPS 
14 Schumacher = 1m55.736s 14 Vettel 1m54.380s NEXT RACE Sainz 1 
15 Norris 1m55.914s 15 Zhou 1m55.518s a ; 
9 OCTOBER POLE POSITIONS Leclerc 3 
16 Bottas 1m56.083s JAPANESE GP baclerc 9 Perez 3 
17 Ricciardo 1m56.226s aie Verstappen 4 Hamilton 2 
18 Ocon 1m56.337s Sainz 2 Sainz 2 
19 Albon 1m56.985s Perez 1 Norris il 
20 = _Latifi 1m57.532s Russell 1 Russell 1 
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POWERED BY 
Motorsport Stats is the pre-eminent provider of motorsport data to media owners, rights-holders, 


bookmakers and sponsors. Its data services are founded on the world’s largest repository of racing 


results dating back to 1897. For more information contact sales@motorsportstats.com 


STARTING GRID — 


7 Gasly #10 5 Alonso #14 3 Hamilton #44 @aliare. 1 Leclerc #16 
1m49.466s 


aT wate enzo. 
1m51.573s — 1m51.211s PS 1m49.966s 1m49.412s 
A A 


v ¥ A A Aa ¥ A v 


10 Tsunoda #22 2 <= : 8 Verstappen #1 x ee 6 Norris #4 Re@ae. 4 Sainz #55 a 2 Perez #11 @aliare. 
1m51.983s 1m51.395s ‘ 


1m50.584s 1m49.583s 1m49.434s 


ROUND 17/22 (59 LAPS - 185.53 MILES) 


FASTIESITLIARBS 


POS DRIVER TEAM FINISHTIME LED TYRES POS DRIVER TIME GAP LAP 
1 SergioPerez (mex) Red Bull 2h02m20.238s 59  In,Mn 1 Russell 1m46.458s - 54 
2. Charles Leclerc (mco) Ferrari +2.595s In,Mn 2 Perez 1m48.165s +1.707s 57 
3. Carlos Sainz (Esp) Ferrari +10.305s In,Mn 3 Sainz 1m48.414s +1.956s 59 
4 LandoNorris (cpr) McLaren-Mercedes +21.133s In,Mn 4 Leclerc 1m48.753s +2.295s 54 
5 Daniel Ricciardo (aus) McLaren-Mercedes +53.282s In, Sn 5  Verstappen 1m49.142s +2.684s 52 
6 Lance Stroll (can) Aston Martin-Mercedes +56.330s In,Mn 6 Norris 1m49.212s +2.754s 56 
7  MaxVerstappen (nip) Red Bull +58.825s In,Mn,Sn 7 ~~ Stroll 1m50.283s +3.825s 58 
8 Sebastian Vettel (peu) Aston Martin-Mercedes +1m00.032s In,Mn 8 Schumacher 1m50.290s +3.832s 58 
9 Lewis Hamilton (csr) Mercedes +1m01.515s In, Mn 9  Gasly 1m50.569s +4,111s 56 
10 Pierre Gasly (Fra) AlphaTauri-Red Bull +1m09.576s lu,Mn 10 Hamilton 1m50.622s +4.164s 58 
11 ValtteriBottas (Fin) Alfa Romeo-Ferrari +1m28.844s In, Sn 11 Vettel 1m50.669s +4,211s 58 
12 KevinMagnussen (0NK) Haas-Ferrari +1m32.610s In, lu,Mn 12 Ricciardo 1m51.006s +4,548s 57 
13. MickSchumacher (Dev) Haas-Ferrari -1llap/+1m17.540s In,Mn,Sn 13 Bottas 1m51.864s +5.406s 52 
14 George Russell (csr) Mercedes 57 laps-withdrawn In, Mn, Mn, Sn, Sn 14 Magnussen 1m52.067s +5.609s 59 
R _YukiTsunoda (Jpn) AlphaTauri-Red Bull 34 laps-accident lu, Mn 15 Tsunoda 1m58.716s +12.258s 32 
R__ Esteban Ocon (Fra) Alpine-Renault 26 laps-engine In 16 Alonso 2m00.463s +14.005s 19 
R_ Alexander Albon (THA) Williams-Mercedes 25 laps-accident damage In 17 Ocon 2m01.105s +14.647s 24 
R_ FernandoAlonso (Esp) Alpine-Renault 20laps-engine In 18 Albon 2m02.121s +15.663s 24 
R_ Nicholas Latifi (can) Williams-Mercedes 7laps-accident damage In 19 Zhou 2m05.556s +19.098s 
R Zhou Guanyu (cHn) AlfaRomeo-Ferrari 6laps-accident In 20 Latifi 2m05.585s +19.127s 


WEATHER Wet/drying, air 26C track 28-29C 


WINNER’S AVERAGE SPEED 90.992mph FASTEST LAP AVERAGE SPEED 106.386mph STAT 


300 


Alonso has now surpassed 
Kimi Raikkonen for the 
most starts in the world 

championship 


TYRES RACE BRIEFING 


GRID PENALTIES 
RUSSELL Required to 
start from the pitlane 
- car modified while 
under parc ferme 
conditions and 
additional power 
unit elements used 


RACE PENALTIES 

LATIFI Five-place grid penalty 
at driver’s next competition 
and two licence points for 
causing a collision with Zhou 
PEREZ Five-second penalty and 
two licence points for falling more 
than 10 car lengths behind the safety car 


KEY: H-Hard M-Medium S- Soft I- Intermediate W-Wet n-Newset u- Used set 


HARD MEDIUM SOFT 
v v v 
cl c2 c3 c4 cs INTERMEDIATE WET 


LAP CHART What happened, when 


LAP 55 


LAP 5 


LAP 10 LAP 15 LAP 20 LAP 25 LAP 30 LAP 35 LAP 40 LAP 45 


LAP 50 
ny | 


a 
Tv 


Leclerc 


Perez 


Hamilton 


Verstappen 


Magnussen 


Tsunoda 
Stroll 


Schumacher 


Bottas 
Ricciardo 
Ocon 
Albon 
Latifi 


f@ Pitstop & Crash H Mechanical failure BI Spin E&I Penalty 


Carlapped — Safetycar — Virtual Safety car ™ Red flag 


6 OCTOBER 2022 /AUIOSPORI.COM 31 


RACE CENTRE SINGAPORE GP 


FULL MARKS ELUDE TOP 


SCORERS PEREZ AND NORRIS 


Red Bull’s race winner and the McLaren ace couldn’t quite put together 


the perfect weekend, while Latifi takes the Singapore wooden spoon 


MERCEDES 


e.' 
‘ne 
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LEWIS HAMILTON 


Started 3rd — Result9th 


Mistakes add up: 
his last-lap Turn 
16 slide meant 
an unlikely pole 
shot lost; post-start 
wheelspin meant Sainz 
powered past; sliding 
while chasing wore his 
inters worse; and his 
half-distance lock-up 
and off was a major 
error. Then gifted 
Verstappen a place 
with his botched 

late attack on Vettel. 


McLAREN 


DANIEL RICCIARDO 


Started 16th — Result 5th 


Out in Q1], 
lacking corner 
confidence 
when the track 
got drier. But excellent 
start to power past 
the Alfas then outdrag 
Schumacher out of 
Turn 3 was good. 
Then staying near 
enough to the Aston 
pair meant he could 
gain at the second 
safety car, which 
boosted him to fifth. 


GEORGE RUSSELL 


Started 20th-Result14th 


Gets benefit of 
the doubt over 
Q2 exit with 
suspected brake 
issue. Locked up and 
clipped Bottas soon 
after his pitlane start. 
Mercedes made his 
gamble for slicks and 
he eventually got them 
working. But he lost 
a points shot with 
needless Schumacher 
contact after second 
safety car restart. 


LANDO NORRIS 


Started 6th— Result 4th 


Very close to 

the maximum, 

but loses it just 

because Alonso’s 
similarly paced Alpine 
beat him in qualifying 
by 0.6s. Shot past the 
Spaniard, then drove 
brilliantly while chaos 
reigned. Held Alonso 
at arm’s length and 
was doing same with 
Verstappen before he 
avoided being undercut 
at second safety car. 
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ALEX KALINAUCKAS 


RED BULL 


. , a 
TAs) 


MAX VERSTAPPEN 


Started 8th— Result 7th 


Qualifying is 
taken out of 
consideration 
because he was 
ordered to abandon 
his penultimate lap, 
then lost last flier 
to team fuel error. 
Dumped the clutch 
at the start and went 
into anti-stall, then 
needlessly squeezed 
Magnussen. Charged 
brilliantly around his 
awful Norris mistake. 


ALPINE 


FERNANDO ALONSO 


Started 5th ResultR 


Earns this high 
score through his 
fine qualifying to 
take fifth, having 
briefly threatened the 
frontrunners for pole. 
In the race, fell behind 
Norris immediately at 
the start and prevailed 
in a scrap with Gasly, 
then was holding 
Verstappen at bay 
before his engine 
was the first of 
Alpine’s to fail. 


SERGIO PEREZ 


Started 2nd—Result1st 


Can’t score the 

maximum for 

two reasons. 

First was nearly 
dropping it late in Q3. 
Other was safety car 
infringement, for which 
he was lucky not to get 
two penalties. But was 
otherwise excellent: 
he aced the start, had 
Leclerc beaten on 
inters, weathered his 
slicks storm and built 
a gap very well. 


ESTEBAN OCON 


Started 17th ——ResultR 


Dumped out in 
Q1 but blamed 
this on a brake 
problem on 
final flying lap. At the 
start he was so slow 
away he only headed 
Zhou at Turn 1, but 
immediately retook 
Latifi and got past the 
spinning Albon and the 
slow-moving Bottas at 
the same point. Retired 
with a dramatic engine 
failure on lap 27. 


FERRARI 


CHARLES LECLERC 


Started lst— Result2nd 


Took pole, but 

lost out to Perez 

at the start, even 

though Leclerc 
couldn’t explain his 
late wheelspin. After 
the second safety car, 
his Turn 16 lock-ups 
and slides during his 
breathtaking charge 
onslicks meant he 
lost DRS and any 
chance of a pass for 
the lead. Also slid past 
his box in the pits. 


ALPHATAURI 


PIERRE GASLY 


Started 7th— Result 10th 


Shone in 
qualifying to 
start seventh, 
which he 
retained in first-lap 
chaos. But his race was 
rather ruined by his 
team making him the 
second to take slicks, 
after Russell, and this 
was just before the 
second safety car, so 
others overcut ahead 
and he finished a 
frustrated 10th. 


CARLOS SAINZ 


Started 4th— Result3rd 


Rued a Turn 16 
snap on final Q3 
effort, because 
that meant 
starting fourth. Relied 
on ‘lap one’ rules 
during clash with 
Hamilton. Score mainly 
dropped for poor pace 
versus Leclerc on both 
inters and slicks, down 
to losing confidence 
catching oversteer 
snaps with the 
walls so close. 
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YUKI TSUNODA 


Started 10th ——ResultR 


Score is boosted 
for making Q3 
superbly on 
Singapore debut. 
At one-third mark he 
nearly went into the 
Turn 8 wall, went into 
anti-stall grappling for 
control, and lost three 
places. After taking 
slicks on same lap as 
Gasly, he “completely 
misjudged” his braking 
point at Turn 10 two 
tours later and crashed. 


Top-notch Norris kept 
his head to lead 4-5 
finish for McLaren 


ets 


SEBASTIAN VETTEL 


Started 13th— Result 8th 


Down against 
Stroll because his 
Q2 mistake on 
soft tyres was 
bigger. Brilliant first-lap 
dives gained five places. 
Stopping just before 
second safety car 
dropped him behind 
Ricciardo and Stroll, 
whom he chased, 
with Hamilton then 
Verstappen looming. 
Couldn’t stop last-lap 
attack by Verstappen. 


HAAS 


G a 


KEVIN MAGNUSSEN 


Started 9th —Result12th 


Excellent job to 

make Q3. Hada 

slow start, then 

two episodes 
with Verstappen, the 
first of which out of 
Turn 9 didn’t cause 
the endplate damage 
that the officials soon 
forced him to pit to 
change - that was 
tagging Stroll seconds 
later. But he did muscle 
past the Red Bull nicely 
to briefly lead it. 


LANCE STROLL 


Started 11th — Result 6th 


On course to 
convert Aston’s 
Q2 slicks gamble 
when Turn 16 
lock-up meant missing 
out on Q3, but it was 
a valiant effort. In the 
race, chased Tsunoda 
before the AlphaTauri 
nearly crashed. Was 
unfortunate to be 
jumped by Ricciardo’s 
second safety car gain, 
then couldn’t stay with 
him after the restart. 


* 
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MICK SCHUMACHER 


Started 12th-Result 13th 


Couldn’t reach 
Q3 when team- 
mate did after 
overcooking his 
inters on final Q2 lap. 
Vettel surged by off the 
line, then Schumacher 
nearly dropped it out 
of Turn 3 as Ricciardo 
moved ahead. Chased 
Ricciardo before 
stopping just before 
safety car two, and so 
lost out. Blameless in 
contact with Russell. 


= 


NICHOLAS LATIFI 


Started 19th ——ResultR 


Frustrated by 
slightly offset 
steering wheel in 
FP3, but team felt 
it had addressed this 
for qualifying where he 
ended up massive 0.5s 
off Albon in last place. 
In the race, claimed he 
lost Zhou’s Alfa from 
his mirrors, but it was 
avery poor mistake 
drifting into him on the 
Turn 5 approach, which 
took them both out. 


ALEX ALBON 


Started 18th ——ResultR 


Struggled to keep 
both sets of Q1 
inters cool and 
qualified 19th. 
But it’s his race errors 
that create the low 
score. Spun on first lap 
and later biffed Turn 8 
wall locking his left 
front, and retired in 
the pits. It’s suspected 
that not keeping brake 
temperatures up 
contributed to 

second error. 


SINGAPORE GP RACE CENTRE 


ZHOU GUANYU 


Started 14th ——ResultR 


Earns decent 

score because 

of Q1 escape 

onademanding 
track he had no prior 
experience of, before 
Alfa’s slicks gamble in 
Q2 didn’t come off. 
But at the race start 
he bogged down in 
anti-stall and so ended 
up running between 
the Williamses at the 
back. Was blameless 
in crash with Latifi. 


MAUGER — 


VALTTERI BOTTAS 


Started 15th-Result 11th 


Knocked out in 
Q1 when he lost 
tyre temperature 
just as the track 


was starting to dry and 
didn’t have time to 
pit for more inters. 
Was passed by 
Russell at second 
restart and gained 
when the Mercedes 
hit Schumacher. 
Powerless to resist 
Verstappen’s late 
recovery attack. 


TOP 10 AVERAGE RATINGS 


AUTOSPORT’S RATING AFTER ROUND 17* 
* Excludes deVries (10.0) 


and Hulkenberg (7.0) 


. 


Leclerc 8.1 
Russell 8.0 
Hamilton 7.7 


< 
-2) 
c 
fe) 
o. 
eo. 
oO 
yw 
Yn 
L 
i) 
> 


Norris 7.4 
Sainz 7.2 
Ocon 6.8 


Alonso 7.1 
Albon 6.6 
Vettel 6.5 


READERS’ RATING AFTER ROUND 17* 


* Excludes deVries (9.8) 
and Hulkenberg (6.9) 


Verstappen 8.3 
Leclerc 8.2 
Russell 7.9 

Norris 7.4 
Sainz 7.3 


Hamilton 7.3 


GIVE 
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Alonso 7.2 
Bottas 6.7 
Ocon 6.5 
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RACE CENTRE WRC RALLY NEW ZEALAND 


Rovanpera 
does it in style 


The youngest ever World Rally champion 
delivered a ‘Full Send’ drive to lift the crown Y7 


TOM HOWARD A ea 


PHOTOGRAPHY RED BULL & McKLEIN 


here couldn’t have been a more fitting way for Kalle 
Rovanpera to rewrite history as the World Rally 
T Championship’s youngest ever title winner. After 

uncharacteristic errors over the preceding rounds 

in Belgium and Greece, rallying’s new flying Finn 
reproduced a ‘greatest hits’ of his stunning 2022 campaign on 
Rally New Zealand to claim the world title on his 22nd birthday 
weekend in the land of the long white cloud. 

It’s a feat unlikely to be beaten, since Rovanpera eclipsed the late 
1995 world champion Colin McRae’s benchmark as the WRC’s 
youngest king by five years. Not only did Rovanpera write 
himself into the history books, but his success ended a 
20-year wait for a Finnish world champion. 

Rovanpera has made the phrase ‘Full Send’ his own. It’s painted 
on the back of his crash helmet, it’s all over his merchandise, and in 
New Zealand ‘Full Send Kalle’ was back as he etched himself into 
rallying folklore. Rovanpera and co-driver Jonne Halttunen were 
again at their devastating best for Toyota as they pulled off their 
familiar party trick of being untouchable in treacherous wet 
conditions. It’s been key to setting up wins in Croatia, Portugal, 
Kenya and Estonia, and it continues to mesmerise fans and their 
rivals. In New Zealand, it was used to its most profound effect 
yet, delivering a dominant sixth rally win of the year to 
secure a maiden world title in style. 

After 10 years away, New Zealand welcomed the WRC back to 
its famous cambered ribbons of gravel that appear to have been 
purposely created for rallying. Only three of the current Rally1 
line-up had experienced this rallying nirvana before: Toyota’s 
Sebastien Ogier (2010) and the Hyundai duo of Ott Tanak and 
Thierry Neuville (2012). It meant that in the lead-up the majority 
of the field took to the internet to search for old videos. 

“Tt has been a bit of a YouTube hunt and whatever we get 
from the organisers,” said Elfyn Evans of his preparation for 
the event. “It always looks slightly different in real life to how 
it does on the videos. It’s not so different but it’s very difficult 
to try and learn the stages.” 

Talk of sealing the title was rife in the service park given that 
Rovanpera would leave New Zealand as world champion if he 
outscored Tanak by eight points. But ending a poor run of form was 
all that was on Rovanpera’s mind. “After a few shit rallies I just want 
to finish the event with some good feeling,” he said. “It will not be 
easy with the road cleaning on Friday, it will be huge. It will be 
tricky but for sure we will try. Of course it [the title] is quite a >> 


JAANUS REE/RED BULL CONTENT POOL 


34 |AUTOSPORT.COM 6 OCTOBER 2022 


WRC RALLY NEW ZEALAND RACE CENTRE 
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Rovanpera aed e ape 
, : secured the crown , 
with his sixth win of 
2022 as the WRC 
returned to 
New Zealand 


“Sik i P 


“It will not be easy with 
the road cleaning on Friday. 
It will be tricky but we will try” 


RACE CENTRE WRC RALLY NEW ZEALAND 
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NO ADS. 
JUST MORE 
PERFORMANCE 
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“We were in with a real chance, 
but it just goes to show how 
quickly that can all disappear” 


lot lon my mind] and having a few bad rallies like this you start 
to feel a bit down. I don’t need to think about it so much and I 
just need to go into every rally like normal.” 

It was an unusually nervy start for Rovanpera when the action 
got under way following a traditional Maori welcome to greet the 
WERC crews at Auckland harbour. Thousands of fans packed into 
the Auckland Domain parkland for a Tarmac super special, where 
Rovanpera strangely misjudged one of the roundabouts on his way 
to the sixth fastest time. Title rival Tanak on the other hand won 
the stage to head into Friday’s gravel stages with a 0.9-second 
advantage over M-Sport’s Craig Breen, with Rovanpera 2.6s adrift. 

Grey skies and rain was music to the ears of Rovanpera and Tanak 
on Friday morning since it would reduce the damage of starting 
high up in the road order. Patchy rain showers did their best to 
challenge the crews, but it was M-Sport Ford man Gus Greensmith 
who ended the famed picture-postcard Whaanga Coast stage with 
the biggest grin. The Briton claimed what was only the second 
stage win of his WRC career, and it was double joy for M-Sport 
when Breen emerged with the rally lead. 


Neuville struggled with his ™=™ 
Hyundai’s handling and wasn’t 9s 


Tanak flew for 
Hyundai despite 
his penalties but 


could not defeat 
Rovanpera 
and Ogier 


Outgoing champion Ogier 
led briefly and took second 
on his latest WRC cameo 


The rain continued to leave drivers scrambling for grip come 
the next stage, the longest of the rally at 31.48km (19.56 miles). 
Incredibly, Rovanpera, Tanak and Breen all set identical times, 
although the trio were pipped by Evans. The conditions failed to 
dampen the enjoyment of the roads. “That was absolutely beautiful 
— breathtaking,” said rally leader Breen. “I probably didn’t commit 
as much as I'd have liked to, but I enjoyed it regardless.” 

It didn’t take long for the worsening muddy conditions to 
catch out some of the world’s best as Neuville and Toyota’s 
Takamoto Katsuta both spun at a fast right-left. The Hyundai 
head-butted a bank, but luckily the pair reached the stage end 
unscathed. A second half-spin for Neuville cost him more time 
as his i20 N slid to a halt, teetering on the edge of a steep decline. 
“Two stages, two spins,” said a struggling Neuville. “Very hard 
to keep the car in line. I don’t know if it’s the dampers or the 
suspension but I am not sure what we can do now.” 

The morning ultimately belonged to Tanak and the Estonian 
emerged 2.6s clear of both Breen and Evans, with Greensmith 
9.0s adrift in fourth. Rovanpera was sixth, happy to be only 
10.7s behind having been first into the stages. 

But just when it appeared that Breen was well and truly in the 
fight for the win, it was taken away in an instant at an infamous 
corner; the same turn that caught out Colin McRae in 2002 snared 
Breen when the Irishman carried too much speed and slid down 
a steep embankment. Fans managed to pull the Ford Puma back 
onto the road but the damage had been done, and 18 minutes 
were dropped. A clutch failure would then put Breen out for 
the day. “I know I shouldn’t be doing all these mistakes, but 
it’s f****** tough,” said a dejected Breen, who would rejoin 
and score two stage wins on Saturday. 

“Tt was a real surprise to see Craig off the road as he looked 
relaxed and the times were really good,” said M-Sport team principal 
Richard Millener. “We were in with a real chance this weekend, but 
it just goes to show how quickly that can all disappear.” >> 
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THAN FT? 


OUR JOURNALISTS COVER 
ALL MAJOR SERIES 
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The M-Sport woe was in contrast to Ogier’s rise to the front 
thanks to a blistering time from the Frenchman, who benefited from 
a halt in the rain. It was enough to claim the lead, but it would be 
short-lived. A run-in with a tree branch ripped the rear wing from 
his GR Yaris and, while initially unaware that he’d lost a significant 
amount of rear aero, time ebbed away from Ogier: “Without a rear 
wing on such a fast stage I did what I could, but it was not the same.” 

Astonishingly, at the end the longest day of the WRC season 
(160km, 99 miles), Tanak led by 0.2s from Evans’s Toyota, with 
Ogier 6.7s back. Rovanpera kept himself firmly in the fight, having 
benefited from fortunate breaks in the weather to win stage 
six, leaving him 7.2s in arrears. 


“Without a rear wing on such 
a fast stage I did what I could, 
but it was not the same” 


The leaderboard suffered a shake-up before a wheel had turned 
on Saturday following a spate of hybrid boost infringements. Tanak, 
Neuville and Rovanpera were found to have overboosted the 240kJ 
limit during the Thursday superspecial, resulting in 5s penalties, 
handing Evans the rally lead. Hyundai would be found guilty of the 
same breach again hours later when human error meant all three of 
its entries overboosted during Friday’s final stage. The result was 
10s penalties for Tanak, Neuville and Oliver Solberg. 

The rain intensified for Saturday’s stages, creating the 
perfect conditions for Rovanpera, celebrating his birthday, 
to deploy his most devastating weapon. He didn’t disappoint. 

His mesmerising car control in the wet turned a 12.28 deficit 
into a 4.6s lead come midday service. It was a sixth and final 
lead change of the event. 

That was only half the story, because while one Toyota driver 
was on the rise another was set for retirement. Rally leader Evans 
lost the rear of his GR Yaris in a fast right-hander, hit a bank and 
rolled on stage nine. The Welshman managed to reach the stage 
end with a damaged radiator and minus a tailgate. Frantic roadside 
repairs ensued that were almost a carbon copy of his team-mate 
Esapekka Lappi on Rally Finland in August, although Evans only had 
a roadside puddle to fill his camel bag to replenish the radiator, 
instead of Lappi’s Finnish lake. The effort to plug the radiator 
and reach service would come to naught when rollcage damage 


Has Ogier now handed 
the mantle of world’s 
best to Rovanpera? 
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Evans’s Toyota looked 
decidedly second-hand 


ruled Evans out of the rally. 

Evans wasn’t the only Rallyi driver to roll. M-Sport’s cruel luck 
struck again when Greensmith exited sixth position in spectacular 
fashion by running wide into a ditch, forcing the cancellation 
of stage 10. Two tests later and Katsuta misjudged a tight left 
and slid off the road, before rolling down a bank, ending his 
run of finishing in the points at every 2022 WRC round. 

Meanwhile, at the front Tanak’s slim hopes of keeping the 
title battle alive were fading. A differential problem added to his 
frustration and increased the gap to Rovanpera, who produced one 
of his textbook wet-weather charges. He’d built up a 29.0s lead 
over Ogier, and the prospect of a world title was on. 

Rovanpera, however, was cool as you like amid the enormity of 
what could eventuate in 24 hours’ time. “I’m not so excited yet of 
course,” he said. “I will try to concentrate on tomorrow like a normal 
day. It is not a long day but there are four quite tricky short stages.” 

It seemed as though nothing could halt Rovanpera on Sunday, 
but he did still need Ogier to remain in second ahead of Tanak. He 
would also require a top-five finish on the rally-ending powerstage 
to secure the title. But if this season has taught us anything, it’s 
that Rovanpera doesn’t settle for the minimum. 

After navigating three short stages, Rovanpera delivered another 
‘Full Send’ run that Colin McRae would have been proud of, through 
the impressive man-made Jack’s Ridge powerstage. The result was 
predictable: a stage win to secure the 
rally by 34.6s from Ogier, and seal the 
title. The usually reserved Rovanpera 
and co-driver Halttunen leapt onto 
the roof of their GR Yaris to do 
what will be remembered as the 
Kalle and Jonne shuffle. 

“Tt’s a big relief after such a good 
season and finally we are here,” said 
Rovanpera. “It was a small wait after 
a few difficult rallies but the biggest 
thanks goes to the team — they made 
this rocket this year. Even after all the 
difficult rallies they were believing in 
us and giving us all the support.” 

Gracious in defeat, Tanak completed 
a podium of world champions as the 
baton was handed to the WRC’s new 
title winner just 15 months on from 
his first WRC win. 

The top five was completed by Neuville 
and Solberg, while Hayden Paddon 
delighted home fans to finish sixth 
overall and win the WRC2 class. 4 


ROVANPERA PROUD TO 
MAKE WRC HISTORY 


a 
fe} 
Oo 
a 
= 
Zz 
wu 
E 
Zz 
° 
oO 
4 
a 
5 
rea) 
a 
lu 
oc 
— 
lw 
lu 
cc 
a 
=) 
Z 
a” 


“Of course | feel very happy and proud as it 
has been a long break since Finland has a 
world champion,” said Kalle Rovanpera after 
taking over the mantle of youngest World 
Rally champion from Colin McRae, who 

won the title in 1995 at the age of 27. It was 
also the first WRC crown for Finland since 
Marcus Gronholm secured the second of his 
titles, coincidently in New Zealand in 2002. 

“!’m really proud of the team, myself and 
[co-driver] Jonne [Halttunen],” added the 
22-year-old Toyota driver. “I don’t have 
enough time to thank everybody, but Jonne 
is making a big difference to the job also. 

“I have never been a big fan about 
records regarding what age | have done 
something. But of course taking the record 
from Colin McRae is quite special, he was 
a special and quite spectacular driver.” 

Rovanpera is the seventh Finn to 
become World Rally champion following 
in the footsteps of Ari Vatanen (1981), 
Hannu Mikkola (1983), Timo Salonen 
(1985), Juha Kankkunen (1986-87, 1991, 
1993), Tommi Makinen (1996-1999) and 
Gronholm (2000, 2002). 

The feat wasn’t lost on an emotional 
Toyota team boss and fellow Finn Jari-Matti 
Latvala, who was WRC runner-up in 2010, 
2014 and 2015. “It’s really important what 
Kalle has done,” said Latvala. “First of all, it’s 
amazing for a 22-year-old to be breaking all 
the records and taking the championship 
title. At the same time, it is so important 
for Finland because it has been 20 years 
and that’s a very long time. 

“Myself and Mikko Hirvonen were so 
close but we couldn’t take the title - there 
were two Sebastiens [Loeb and Ogier] and 
one [Ott] Tanak, so | am so grateful that 
Kalle did it. It is amazing. | have no words - 
he is a superhero. 

“From time to time you need these 
champions to keep the interest up and 
that also helps get the younger people 
into the sport and all the levels. Not 
only for Kalle, | think it will be a really 
important championship for Finland.” 


POS DRIVER /CO-DRIVER 
1 Kalle Rovanpera (Fin) Jonne Halttunen (Fin) 
2 Sebastien Ogier (Fra) Benjamin Veillas (FRA) 
3 Ott Tanak (Est) Martin Jarveoja (Est) 
4 Thierry Neuville (B£.) Martijn Wydaeghe (BEL) 
5 Oliver Solberg (swe) Elliott Edmondson (cBr) 
6 Hayden Paddon (nz) John Kennard (NZL) 
7 Lorenzo Bertelli (ita) Simone Scattolin (iT) 


Kajetan Kajetanowicz (P01) 
Maciek Szczepaniak (PoL) 


9 Shanevan Gisbergen (Nz) Glen Weston (Aus) 
10 Harry Bates (aus) John McCarthy (Aus) 


OTHERS 


19 Craig Breen (ir) Paul Nagle (irL) 


R_ Takamoto Katsuta (JPN) Aaron Johnston (cpr) 


R_ Elfyn Evans (cpr) Scott Martin (cpr) 


R GusGreensmith (csr) Jonas Andersson (swe) 
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ROUND 11/13, RALLY NEW ZEALAND, 29 SEPTEMBER-2 OCTOBER 


TEAM / CAR TIME 
ToyotaGazoo Racing WRT /ToyotaGRYarisRallyl 2h48m01.4s 
Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 +34.6s 
Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT / Hyundaii20N Rally1 +48.5s 
Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT / Hyundaii20N Rally1 +1m58.8s 
Hyundai Shell Mobis WRT / Hyundaii20N Rally1 +3m55.3s 
Hyundaii20N Rally2 +10m03.7s 
M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford Puma Rally1 +10m39.0s 
Skoda Fabia Rally2 Evo +12m36.8s 
Skoda FabiaR5 +13m28.8s 
Skoda Fabia Rally2 Evo +16m51.6s 
M-Sport Ford WRT / Ford Puma Rally1 +38m59.4s 


Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT NG/ 


S$S12-accident 


Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 


Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT / 
Toyota GR Yaris Rally1 


M-Sport Ford WRT /Ford Puma Rally1 


SS11-accident damage 


S$S10-accident 


STAGE TIMES 


STAGE 

SS1  Pukekawa Auckland Domain (0.87 miles) 
SS2. WhaangaCoast1(18.06 miles) 
SS3.  _TeAkau South1(19.56 miles) 
SS4 _TeAkau North1(11.31 miles) 
SS5 Whaanga Coast 2 (18.06 miles) 
SS6 TeAkau South 2 (19.56 miles) 
SS7 TeAkau North2 (11.31 miles) 
SS8___ Kaipara Hills 1 (9.84 miles) 
SS9  Puhoi1(14.06 miles) 

SS10 Komokoriki1 (3.48 miles) 
SS11 Kaipara Hills 2 (9.84 miles) 
S$S12 Puhoi2(14.06 miles) 

S$S13  Komokoriki2 (3.48 miles) 


SS14 Whitford Forest-Te 
MaraungaWaiho 1 (5.44 miles) 


SS15 Jacks Ridge 1 (3.99 miles) 


SS16 Whitford Forest-Te 
Maraunga Waiho2 (5.44 miles) 


SS17 Jacks Ridge 2 (powerstage) (3.99 miles) 


Home hero Paddon 
topped WRC2 and was 
a fine sixth overall 


FASTEST 


Tanak 1m45.8s 
Greensmith 20m04.4s 
Evans 17m33.0s 
Tanak9m52.0s 
Ogier19m40.2s 
Rovanpera 17m35.8s 
Tanak9m47.5s 
Breen9m42.9s 
Rovanpera 12m37./s 
Breen3m20.6s 
Rovanpera 9m47.3s 
Rovanpera 12m27.8s 


Breen 3m19.2s 
Rovanpera 4m55.7s 
Tanak4m52.6s 
Ogier4m52.4s 


Rovanpera4m51.9s 


LEADER SECOND 
Tanak Breen +0.9s 
Breen Greensmith+0.4s 
Breen Tanak +3.3s 
Tanak Breen & Evans +2.6s 
Ogier Evans +1.3s 
Ogier Evans +5.6s 
Tanak Evans +0.2s 
Evans Tanak +2.9s 
Rovanpera Tanak +4.6s 
Rovanpera Tanak +4.6s 
Rovanpera Ogier+11.5s 
Rovanpera Ogier+28.1s 
Rovanpera Ogier+29.0s 
Rovanpera Ogier+29.6s 
Rovanpera Ogier+32.0s 
Rovanpera Ogier+31.2s 
Rovanpera Ogier+34.6s 


DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Rovanpera 237; 

2 Tanak 173; 3 Neuville 144; 4Evans 116;5 Katsuta 
100;6 Breen 77; 7 Lappi58; 8 Ogier 55; 9 Sordo 49; 
10 Greensmith 36. 


MANUFACTURERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 

1 Toyota Gazoo Racing WRT 455; 2 Hyundai 
Shell Mobis WRT 374; 3 M-Sport Ford WRT 224; 
4 ToyotaGazoo Racing WRT NG 112. 


NEXT REPORT 


RALLY SPAIN 27 OCTOBER ISSUE 
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ROAD ATLANTA (USA) 
ROUND 12/12 


Meyer Shank Racing snatched victory — 

in the race and the championship — from 
the jaws of defeat in the closing stages 

of a thrilling 10-hour Petit Le Mans last 
Saturday evening at Road Atlanta. The 
team’s Acura ARX-05 started the final 
round of a hard-fought IMSA SportsCar 
Championship on the front foot following 
another sensational qualifying lap on Friday 
from Tom Blomqvist, but spent the majority 
of the 423-lap race firmly in the shadow of 
the arch-rival Wayne Taylor Racing Acura 
team and the pair of Cadillac Racing entries 
fielded by Chip Ganassi Racing. The event 
provided a fitting conclusion to the DPi 

era prior to the introduction of a new 

breed of GTP cars in 2023. 

Blomqvist led the opening five laps before 
being overhauled by Earl Bamber’s Cadillac, 
which quickly established itself as the race 
favourite. WTR, meanwhile, started on the 
back foot when Ricky Taylor pitted at the 
end of lap one for a fresh set of Michelin 
tyres after damaging his intended first race 
set with a lurid spin during qualifying. 

The team chose to stand on its third- 
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fastest qualifying time, rather than starting 
at the back on fresh rubber, which would 
have meant foregoing 30 championship 
points. Thus, Taylor and Filipe Albuquerque, 
joined by new recruit Brendon Hartley, 
needed merely to finish ahead of Blomqvist 
and Oliver Jarvis (with Helio Castroneves 
also on board for this race) to clinch the title. 

The WTR Acura took advantage of a few 
early caution periods to work its way back 
into contention before moving ahead of the 
Meyer Shank car after 137 laps. Thereafter it 
seemed to have very much the upper hand, 
although its superiority was challenged by 
both Bamber/Alex Lynn/Ryan Hunter-Reay 
and the sister Cadillac of Sebastien Bourdais/ 
Renger van der Zande/Scott Dixon. 

With one hour remaining, it looked for 
all the world as if these three cars would be 
disputing the win. But then, 10 minutes later, 
the caution flags waved again and the race 
was turned on its head. Bizarrely, Bamber’s 
exit to the final corner, Turn 12, was 
compromised by a slower GT car and van der 
Zande saw an opportunity to challenge on 
the outside line heading into the dauntingly 
fast Turn 1. There, the two Cadillacs made 
contact and caromed into the tyre wall. They 
had been disputing third place at the time. 

The ensuing full-course caution 
precipitated the final round of pitstops, 
during which Meyer Shank completed its 


and Blomqvist 


flank Castroneves 


fey 


service marginally quicker than WTR, with 
Albuquerque at the wheel, and leapfrogged 
its way into the lead. Blomqvist then put his 
head down and drove perhaps the stint of his 
life. He pulled out as much as a four-second 
advantage, only to be pinned back by traffic 
with around 15 minutes remaining. But then 
his Portuguese chaser made some contact 
with a GT car in Turn 3. Albuquerque’s 
car sustained a broken suspension and the 
team’s championship hopes were dashed. 
Blomqvist was chased by the Action 
Express Cadillac of Pipo Derani/Olivier 
Pla/Mike Conway, but remained firmly in 
control when a late incident for Winward 
Racing’s GTD Mercedes-AMG GT3 caused 
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the race to be completed under caution. 

Tower Motorsport’s Louis Deletraz/John 
Farano/Rui Andrade narrowly headed Juan 
Pablo Montoya/Sebastian Montoya/Henrik 
Hedman (DragonSpeed USA) to win the 
LMP2 category and clinch a maiden title for 
Farano. LMP3 honours fell to the Andretti 
Autosport Ligier of Gabby Chaves/Josh 
Burdon/Jarett Andretti, although fifth 
in class was enough to cement the 
championship for Core Autosport’s 
John Bennett and Colin Braun. 

The action in all five classes was intense, 
but perhaps none more so than GTD Pro, in 
which four cars battled tooth and nail in the 
final stages. The Vasser Sullivan Lexus RC F 
GT3 of Jack Hawksworth/Ben Barnicoat/ 
Kyle Kirkwood emerged with the team’s 
first endurance win, but only after the Risi 
Competizione Ferrari 488 GT3 of James 
Calado/Daniel Serra/Davide Rigon was 
found to have violated a rule whereby one 
of its drivers, Serra, was at the wheel for 
more than four of the final six hours. 

Gradient Racing’s Acura NSX GT3 earned 
an impressive first GTD victory through the 
efforts of Mario Farnbacher, Kyffin Simpson 
and Till Bechtolsheimer, who were chased 
home by the Michelin Endurance Cup- 
winning Inception racing McLaren of Jordan 
Pepper, Sebastian Priaulx and Brendan Iribe. 


Lexus claimed GTD 
Prohonours... 


ALLPHOTOGRAPHY 


motorsport 
IMAGES 


POWERED BY 


motorsport 


...while Acura broke | 


its duck in GT3 


RESULTS PETIT LE MANS, ROAD ATLANTA (USA), 1 OCTOBER (423 LAPS - 1074.42 MILES) 


1 


2 


3 


Oliver Jarvis/Tom Blomqvist/Helio Castroneves 


Olivier Pla/Pipo Derani/Mike Conway 

Mike Rockenfeller/KamuiKobayashi/Jimmie Johnson 
Rengervan der Zande/Sebastien Bourdais/Scott Dixon 
Louis Deletraz/Rui Andrade/John Farano 

Juan Pablo Montoya/Sebastian Montoya/Henrik Hedman 
Tristan Nunez/Josh Pierson/Steven Thomas 

Earl Bamber/Alex Lynn/Ryan Hunter-Reay 

Ricky Taylor/Filipe Albuquerque/Brendon Hartley 


Anders Fjordbach/Fabio Scherer/DennisAndersen 


Jack Hawksworth/Ben Barnicoat/Kyle Kirkwood 
Connor De Phillippi/John Edwards/Jesse Krohn 


Matt Campbell/Mathieu Jaminet/Felipe Nasr 


GTD 


1 


2 


3 


Mario Farnbacher/Kyffin Simpson/Till Bechtolsheimer 
Jordan Pepper/Seb Priaulx/Brendan Iribe 


Robby Foley/Bill Auberlen/Michael Dinan 


Acura ARX-05 
Cadillac DPi-V.R 
Cadillac DPi-V.R 
Cadillac DPi-V.R 
ORECA-Gibson 07 
ORECA-Gibson 07 
ORECA-Gibson 07 
Cadillac DPi-V.R 
Acura ARX-05 


ORECA-Gibson07 


Lexus RCFGT3 


BMW M4GT3 


Porsche 911 GT3-R 


Acura NSXGT3 


McLaren 720S GT3 


BMW M4GT3 


10h00m14.591s 
+4,369s 

-llap 

-4laps 

-5laps 

-5laps 

-5laps 

-5laps 

-9laps 

-9laps 


GTD PRO 


386 laps 
+0.612s 


+3.021s 


387 laps 
+1.943s 


-llap 
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Porsche wins as Marciello becomes double champ 


GT WORLD CHALLENGE EUROPE 
ENDURANCE CUP 

BARCELONA (ESP) 

2 OCTOBER 

ROUND 5/5 


The GT World Challenge Europe Endurance 
Cup title was settled in dramatic fashion 

at Barcelona with ASP Mercedes trio Dani 
Juncadella, Raffaele Marciello and Jules 
Gounon snatching the title from Iron 

Lynx Ferrari man Antonio Fuoco. 

Fuoco needed to win the final three-hour 
encounter of the season with Alessandro 
Pier Guidi and Alessio Rovera to take the 
championship. He led the majority of the 
race before losing out to the race-winning 
Dinamic Motorsport Porsche at the finish 
by just 0.9 seconds, meaning Fuoco 
missed out on the title by two points. 

For Marciello, it was a second GTWCE 
title of the year — he had already taken 
the overall crown last time out. “It feels 


Marciello, Juncadella 


and Gounon are the new 
Endurance Cup champs 


_ —_— —_—. 
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amazing, winning Spa, the overall and 
the Endurance Cup,” said the Italian. 
“We have been great all season, scoring 
points at almost every weekend, except 
for Hockenheim, so I’m really happy.” 

The Iron Lynx Ferrari had qualified on 
pole, and Pier Guidi bolted off the line at 
the start. Behind him, the fast-starting Emil 
Frey Racing Lamborghini of Jack Aitken 
leapfrogged the Dinamic Porsche of Alessio 
Picariello for second at the first corner. 

This trio remained the dominant forces 
throughout, and Pier Guidi opened up what 
seemed like a commanding nine-second 
margin before the first round of stops. 

Local boy Albert Costa took over from 
Aitken in the Lambo and proceeded to reduce 
a six-second deficit to nothing at all over the 
space of 10 laps. A lap before he came in to 
hand over to Mirko Bortolotti, Costa sent 
the team into raptures by threading his way 
brilliantly between Rovera’s Ferrari and a 
lapped car to seize the lead into Turn 1. 


SRO/HECQ 


True to EFR’s up-and-down 2022 
campaign, things came unstuck at the 
pitstop when Bortolotti’s engine struggled 
to start, costing the Lambo 5s and the lead. 
Meanwhile, the Dinamic Porsche, with 
Matteo Cairoli now at the wheel, had 
leapfrogged its pair of Italian rivals to head 
the field into the final hour. Bortolotti’s 
goose was cooked and Fuoco appeared to 
have little answer to the pace of Cairoli, 
which, while unspectacular, was consistent 
enough to keep the Ferrari at bay to complete 
a win for Cairoli, Picariello and Klaus Bachler. 

Fuoco put in a final surge in the closing 
laps, but fell just short of the victory. 

The title-winning Mercedes trio’s 
story was less visible but no less arduous. 
Juncadella spent the opening hour frustrated 
behind a long queue of cars headed by 
Christian Klien’s JP Motorsport McLaren. 
Once that peeled into the pits at the end 
of the hour, and the Garage 59 McLaren 
of Manuel Maldonado was dispatched by 
Gounon, the ASP squad finally found itself 
in the position it needed to secure the title. 

Team WRT and Audi ended their historic 
partnership with a fourth place for Dries 
Vanthoor, Charles Weerts and Ricardo 
Feller, while Valentino Rossi was sixth 
with Frederic Vervisch and Nico Muller. 

Inception Racing McLaren trio Brendan 
Iribe, Frederik Schandorff and Ollie Millroy 
claimed the Gold Cup title with seventh in 
class, beating the hapless Iron Dames Ferrari 
of Michelle Gatting, Rahel Frey and Sarah 
Bovy, who retired inside the final hour. 

Already-crowned WRT Audi trio Thomas 
Neubauer, Benjamin Goethe and Jean- 
Baptiste Simmenauer took Silver honours. 
STEPHEN BRUNSDON 


ak 


ti 


SRO/TWENTY:ONE CREAT 


HOU.) 4)! 


fON/BENI 


ae 


S BLOXHAM/MOTORSPORT IMAGES 


Visser scores, Chadwick shunts 


W SERIES 

MARINA BAY (SGP) 
2 OCTOBER 

ROUND 6/8 


A dismal weekend for Jamie Chadwick in 
Singapore kept the W Series title battle 
alive as Beitske Visser claimed her first win 
of the season. The Dutchwoman took the 
lead off the line from polesitter Marta 
Garcia and held firm until the end. 

Alice Powell started third before claiming 


Visser claimed her 
first win of 2022 
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Honda title 
challenge 
becomes Real 


SUPER GT 
AUTOPOLIS (JPN) 
2 OCTOBER 
ROUND 7/8 


Honda revitalised its Super GT title 

bid with a well-timed 1-2 finish in the 
penultimate round at Autopolis. Victory 
for the best-placed NSX-GT crew in the 
pre-race standings — Real Racing pair 
Koudai Tsukakoshi and Nobuharu 
Matsushita — has effectively set up a 
Nissan-versus-Honda showdown for 
next month’s final round at Motegi. 

The Kondo Racing Nissan Z of Daiki 
Sasaki led the early stages from pole 
ahead of the Team Kunimitsu Honda 
of Tadasuke Makino, while Matsushita 
progressed from fourth on the grid to 
third ahead of the Racing Project Bandoh 
Toyota. Both Honda teams jumped the 
Kondo car in the pitstop phase, swifter 
pitwork from Real putting Tsukakoshi 
ahead of Naoki Yamamoto, who had 


second place from Garcia on lap four at Turn 
18, and then set about trying to pass Visser. 
Despite applying pressure throughout, the 
Briton was unable to make the move and had 
to settle for second, with Garcia taking third. 

Chadwick’s struggles started in 
qualifying, where the two-time champion 
settled for eighth after being hampered by 
tricky conditions and traffic on her final lap. 
She made up two places on the first lap of 
Sunday’s race but then got stuck behind 
Jessica Hawkins, while Abbi Pulling 
applied pressure from behind. 

Chadwick spent 11 laps behind Hawkins 
before eventually attempting a move around 
the outside of her rival at Turn 7. But she 
ended up in the barriers, terminating her 
race and prompting a safety car. 

Powell closed in on Visser on the last-lap 
shootout, but was unable to force herself 
past on the narrow street circuit. 

W Series Academy driver Juju Noda 
was the only other retirement, her race 
ending on lap one after contact with Nerea 
Marti damaged her front-right wheel. 

Chadwick’s retirement as her title rivals 
finished first and second leaves her 50 points 
ahead of Visser with three races remaining 
on the schedule (see Pit & Paddock). 

MEGAN WHITE 


taken over the Kunimitsu car from Makino, 
and into a net lead he wouldn’t surrender. 
Yamamoto had to spend the latter part of 
the race defending second from the Kondo 
Nissan, now in the hands of Kohei Hirate, 
holding on to the spot by just 0.3 seconds. 
Victory for Tsukakoshi and Matsushita 
puts them third in the standings, just four 
points behind series-leading NDDP Nissan 
duo Katsumasa Chiyo and Mitsunori 
Takaboshi, who recovered to seventh from 
a lowly 13th on the grid. Impul Nissan pair 
Bertrand Baguette and Kazuki Hiramine 
finished sixth to narrow the deficit to Chiyo 
and Takaboshi to 2.5 points, although 
Hiramine gave away a critical point late on 
after running wide and slipping behind the 


WORLD OF SPORT RACE CENTRE 


GT WORLD CHALLENGE EUROPE 
ENDURANCE CUP 

BARCELONA (ESP) 

Klaus Bachler/Alessio Picariello/Matteo Cairoli 
Dinamic Motorsport (Porsche 911 GT3-R) 


W SERIES 
MARINA BAY (SGP) 
Beitske Visser 


SUPER GT 

AUTOPOLIS (JPN) 

Koudai Tsukakoshi/Nobuharu Matsushita 
Real Racing (Honda NSX-GT) 


NASCAR CUP 

TALLADEGA (USA) 

Chase Elliott 

Hendrick Motorsports (Chevrolet Camaro) 


GT4 EUROPEAN SERIES 

BARCELONA (ESP) 

Race 1 Vincent Andronaco/Andreas Mayrl 
Allied Racing (Porsche 718 Cayman) 

Race 2 Dante Rappange/Kenny Herremans 


V8 Racing (Chevrolet Camaro GT4.R) 
motorsport 
STATS 


For full results visif motorsportstats.com] 
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Bandoh Toyota. Yamamoto and Makino 
remain in outside title contention, 17 
points down with 21 left on the table. 
Toyota’s title hopes look to be all but 
over after a race in which the best GR 
Supra, the Rookie Racing machine of 
Kazuya Oshima and Kenta Yamashita, 
could manage no better than fourth. 
They will go into the season finale 20 
points down, as will TOM’S pair Sacha 
Fenestraz and Ritomo Miyata after 
recovering from a pitlane start 
to grab two points in ninth. 
JAMIE KLEIN 


‘© motorsport.tv 
Relive this race at Motorsport.t 
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BURIRAM (THA) 
ROUND 17/20 


You know a rider is angry when they cancel 
all media duties after a race. As the MotoGP 
championship reaches its final throes, 
frustrations were at an all-time high within 
the Yamaha camp as the Thailand Grand 
Prix battered Fabio Quartararo’s title hopes. 

The Frenchman arrived at Buriram 18 
points clear in the standings, and left just 
two points in front of Ducati’s Francesco 
Bagnaia. As Miguel Oliveira and Jack Miller 
battled at the front in Thailand, Quartararo 
fought to survive through wet conditions. 

Without Quartararo’s assessment, his 
woes in the rain-lashed race had to be pieced 
together. Cal Crutchlow overtook Quartararo 
at one stage on his RNF Yamaha before 


Bezzecchi scored 
surprise pole on 


his VR46 Ducati 
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dropping behind him to 19th, and noted 
that both riders were battling front-tyre- 
pressure issues on the medium-wet option. 
Quartararo’s Yamaha team was at a loss, 
but suggested that grip conditions were 
not the same as in March’s Indonesian GP, 
where the reigning champion finished 
second in similar conditions. What went 
wrong will require a serious investigation. 
But whatever happened, it has come at 
the absolute worst time. Quartararo started 
the delayed race fourth, but found himself 
nudged out onto the wet kerb by Miller at 
Turn 1. This killed his momentum down 
the straight to Turn 3, and he plummeted 
to 11th. Then, at Turn 4, he ran onto the 
green painted area just beyond the kerb and 
almost highsided off his Yamaha, dropping 
to 17th. And that’s where he would finish. 
Based on wet form in qualifying last time 
out in Japan, Bagnaia wasn’t heading for a 


better afternoon than Quartararo’s. But 
a pep talk pre-race from his wet-weather 
expert Ducati team-mate Miller reassured 
the Italian that he can ride fast in rainy 
conditions. While he may not have been 
a factor in the victory battle, Bagnaia held 
third from the moment Miller overtook him 
on lap three to chase after poleman Marco 
Bezzecchi — the VR46 Ducati rider would be 
forced to relinquish the position to Miller 
next time around after he was deemed to 
have gained an advantage by running off at 
Turn 1 on the opening lap to keep his lead. 
Bagnaia initially came under attack from 
Marc Marquez, before the Pramac Ducati 
of Johann Zarco lit up the timing screens 
in the second half of the race, setting 
successive fastest laps from tours 16 to 19 
to pressure Bagnaia for the podium. Had 
it been anyone else, Zarco later admitted, 
he would have gone for the lunge. But, 
following Ducati’s instructions to be 
careful around Bagnaia, Zarco conceded 
in the final laps so the factory rider could 
take 16 crucial championship points. 
Ducati’s instructions allow for its riders 
to challenge Bagnaia for victories and 
podiums if the opportunity is there. Hence 
Miller seemingly playing for himself. But 
the Australian was the better of the pair 
last Sunday and almost converted that into 
back-to-back wins. KTM rider Oliveira, 
however, had his own ideas, and the 
Portuguese used his superior cornering 
grip to line up a successful pass into the 
last corner on lap 14 of 25. Miller applied 
some pressure over the final laps, but 


Quartararo was 
not a happy 


series leader... 


...while Bagnaia 


"cast off wet-weather [i 


worries for podium 


came up 0.730 seconds short. 

Quartararo’s woes mean that Miller is 
now an outside title bet, sitting 40 points 
adrift in fifth place with 75 still on offer. 
Apart from Bagnaia, in between them are 
Gresini Ducati rider Enea Bastianini, who 
finished sixth and is 39 behind, and Aleix 
Espargaro, just 20 adrift in third after 
salvaging 11th position from Thailand. 

Aprilia rider Espargaro was hit with a 
long-lap penalty for a collision with the 
KTM of Brad Binder he claims he “couldn’t 
avoid’, which dropped him to 14th when he 
served it on lap 10. His result was a major 
exercise in damage limitation, given a dry 
race would have meant Espargaro struggling 
to score points from 13th on the grid since 
he struggled with the stiffer carcass in the 
Michelin rear slicks taken to Thailand. 

Marquez’s gradual recovery had many 
expecting big things of the Honda star. He 
conceded that the wet weather “saved my 
life’; since pushing through the rest of the 
weekend left his recovering right arm stiff 
come Sunday. But after finishing fifth on a 
weekend of tangible improvements, it really 
seems like only a matter of time before the 
‘old’ eight-time champion is back among us. 
LEWIS DUNCAN 
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ROUND 17/20, BURIRAM (THA), 2 OCTOBER (25 LAPS - 70.743 MILES) 


POS RIDER TEAM TIME 
1 Miguel Oliveira (Prt) KTM 41m44.503s 
2  JackMiller (aus) Ducati +0.730s 
3. FrancescoBagnaia(ita) Ducati +1,9685 
4 Johann Zarco (FRA) Pramac Ducati +2.490s 
MOTO2 
5 Marc Marquez (Esp) Honda +2.958s BURIRAM (THA) 
6 EneaBastianini (Ts) Gresini Ducati +13.257s Tony Arbolino (below) 
7  MaverickVinales (Esp) Aprilia +14.566s ee Racine 
8  AlexMarquez (esp) LCRHonda +14.861s 
9 Jorge Martin (Esp) Pramac Ducati +15.365s MOTO 3 
10 Brad Binder (zaF) KTM +18.097s Bune (THA) 
Dennis Foggia 
11  AleixEspargaro (esp) Aprilia +19.041s Leopard Racing 
12 AlexRins (Esp) Suzuki +19.659s (Honda) 
13 FrancoMorbidelli (iT) Yamaha +22.439s 
14  PolEspargaro (EsP) Honda +23.646s y 
15 RaulFernandez (csp) Tech3 KTM +30.483s 
16 MarcoBezzecchi (ITA) VR46 Ducati +33.466s 
17 FabioQuartararo(Fra) Yamaha +34.072s 
18 FabioDiGiannantonio (iTa) Gresini Ducati +36.203s 
19 CalCrutchlow (csr) RNFYamaha +36.532s 
20 DaniloPetrucci (ita) Suzuki +42.508s 
21 DarrynBinder (zr) RNF Yamaha +49,992s 
22 TetsutaNagashima(en) LCRHonda +51.346s 
23 LucaMarini(\Ta) VR46 Ducati -2laps 


R Remy Gardner (aus) Tech3 KTM 11laps-accident 


Winner’s average speed 101.686mph. Fastest lap Zarco 1m38.941s, 102.960mph. 


QUALIFYING 21 Bezzecchi 1m29.671s; 2 Martin 1m29.692s; 3 Bagnaia 1m29.775s; 4 Quartararo 1m29.909s; 
5 Zarco 1M29.963s; 6 Bastianini 1m29.988s; 7 Miller 1m30.106s; 8 MMarquez 1m30.133s; 9 Marini 1m30.214s; 
10 Rins 1M30.337s; 11 Oliveira 1m30.485s; 12 B Binder 1m30.542s. 


QUALIFYING 1M Marquez 1m30.038s; Oliveira 1m30.099s; 13 AEspargaro 1m30.202s; 14 Morbidelli 1m30.528s; 
15 Crutchlow 1m30.542s; 16 Fernandez 1m30.566s; 17 Vinales 1m30.578s; 18 Gardner 1m30.602s; 19 P Espargaro 
1m30.641s; 20 AMarquez 1m30.692s; 21 Di Giannantonio 1m30.794s; 22 Nagashima 1m31.331s; 23 D Binder 
1m31.356s; 24 Petrucci 1m31.604s. 


RIDERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Quartararo 219; 2 Bagnaia 217; 3 AEspargaro 199; 4 Bastianini 180; 5 Miller 179; 

6 BBinder 154; 7 Zarco 151; 8 Oliveira 131; 9 Martin 127; 10Vinales 122; 11 Rins 112; 12 Marini101; 13M Marquez 84; 
14 Bezzecchi 80; 15 Joan Mir 77; 16 A Marquez 50; 17 P Espargaro 49; 18 Takaaki Nakagami 46; 19 Morbidelli 31; 

20 DiGiannantonio 23; 21 Andrea Dovizioso 15; 22 D Binder 10; 23 Gardner 9; 24 Fernandez 9; 25 Crutchlow 3; 

26 Stefan Bradl2; 27 Michele Pirro 0; 28 Lorenzo Savadori0; 29 Nagashima 0; 29 Kazuki Watanabe 0; 29 Petrucci 0. 


MANUFACTURERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 1 Ducati 391; 2 Aprilia 235; 3 Yamaha 224; 4KTM 206; 5 Suzuki 138; 6 Honda 124. 
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REVIEW 


A DIFFERENT MINDSET DOES 
WILL A POWER OF GOOD 


The 2022 champion’s searing turn of speed is undiminished, but what 
really counted in taking his second crown was a ‘points make prizes’ credo 


DAVID MALSHER-LOPEZ 
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eam Penske finished 1-2-4 in the IndyCar Series 
in 2022, as it did in 2014. And now, as then, it was 
T Will Power who prevailed. But the team’s total of 
nine wins in 17 races with its Chevrolet-engined cars 
doesn’t truly reflect how tight the championship 
battle was, how close Scott Dixon came to clinching a record- 
matching seventh title, or the fact that seven drivers entered the 
penultimate round still in contention, and five were mathematically 
capable of taking the title even at the Laguna Seca finale. 

What was notable by then was the fact that IndyCar’s 
traditional powerhouses, Team Penske and Chip Ganassi Racing, 
had prevailed once more, highlighting dysfunction and error 
at Andretti Autosport and the capricious nature of Arrow 
McLaren SP’s form, the only other teams to notch up victories. 

The Firestone Pit Stop Performance awards can’t tell the 
whole story of the difference between the first and second-tier 
teams, but they are a useful indicator, given that the quality of 
the pitcrews is measured via time spent in the pitlane. It’s not 
a coincidence that the top five drivers in the championship had 
the five fastest crews, and that between them this quintet of 
groups snared 14 of Firestone’s awards across the 17 races. 
Andretti and AMSP scored just one apiece. 

The Penske-Ganassi 9-4 winning scoreline advantage is more 
surprising. Ben Bretzman, who engineered Scott McLaughlin in 
2022 and helped guide him to three victories and fourth in the 
championship, says: “Team Penske as a group changed a lot to 
our basic package this year. We’ve broadened the window of 
where it works best, and so it feels like we can absorb the 
differences made by Firestone’s new alternate tyre... 

“Chevy has done a massive amount of work over the last six or 
seven months on helping to make the cars easier to drive out of 
slower turns, and that’s had a massive effect on how we can set up 
the cars. We set up the cars mechanically and aero-wise around the 
nature of the power delivery and Chevy’s made substantial gains 
there — which is incredible to me, considering we’re 11 years into 
this engine formula! A large part of the progress has been Chevy 
helping us with driveability options that should be really good 
for street courses and road courses.” 

Penske machines were 1-2 on the grid at the St Pete opener 
and 1-3 in the results. There was a hiccup in form at Long Beach, 

a traditional Andretti Autosport stronghold, where fourth-placed 
Power admitted he was impressed by team-mate Josef Newgarden’s 
opportunist win, since Penske didn’t appear to have even the second 
best package. In Detroit, Newgarden took pole and Power took 
victory; they both should have been in the top four on the grid at 
Toronto and either could have landed a podium; while at Nashville 
Penske should have been 1-2-3 on the grid, and McLaughlin did land 
pole. Yup, Penske had done its sums over how to set up its shocks 
and dampers to allow those new Chevy engine settings — more 
manageable torque at low revs — to translate into improved traction. 

But to take nothing away from the drivers, Penske also appeared 
to have superior cars on certain road courses and ovals, including 
Texas Motor Speedway, Road America, Mid-Ohio, maybe Iowa 
Speedway, Gateway and Portland. And significantly at all six of 
those venues that form was translated into trips to Victory Lane. 

Given that the Penske drivers had an edge, the title was going 
to be decided by errors, or a lack of them, between the trio — yes, 
McLaughlin was regularly competitive enough to be considered 
a genuine threat — and how many points they would steal from 
each other. That would crack the door open for Ganassi’s threats, 
Dixon, reigning champion Alex Palou and the ever-improving 
Marcus Ericsson. 

Power felt he had to repay his crew for their years of devotion 
to his cause by winning them a championship, but the single- 
mindedness with which he pursued the 2022 title was quite 
something to behold. Rather than chasing victory, he deliberately 
reined himself in at St Petersburg, at Mid-Ohio following the 
restart and in the second Iowa race. If Palou set the template in 
2021 for how to win the war, with eight podiums and an average 


INDYCAR SEASON REVIEW 


finish of 7.3, Power took that to the next level this year with 
nine top-threes and an average finish of 5.9... 

But let no one say he took the route of doing ‘just enough’ 
You don’t lay it all on the line and score five pole positions — 
passing Mario Andretti’s all-time record for IndyCar[Pis} if 
youre trying to backpedal your way to your second championship. 
What he focused on was eliminating significant errors and in this 
he was largely successful. Aside from stalling in the pits in the 
Indianapolis 500, Power didn’t make any major gaffes on race days. 

Many of his top fives were recovery drives. At Barber 
Motorsports Park, you can put the blame on him for needing to 
charge hard from the second half of the grid, but that fourth-place 
finish was superb, while at both Long Beach and Detroit (where he 
won brilliantly) he was held up on his flying lap in qualifying. At 
Mid-Ohio his team sent him into the path of another car in Qi so 
he was sent to the back of the grid, yet he stormed through to take 
third, while in the second Indy road course race he was squeezed 
and bullied in the opening two laps, dropping to 17th, yet on a 
seemingly impossible fuel strategy he came through to finish third. 

The near-absence of (publicly visible) frustration made Power 
look like a changed man in 2022. Dave Faustino, who has now been 
Power’s race engineer for 15 years, says: “If you finish a race fourth 
or third when you started from pole... can you move on from that >> 


“THE SINGLE-MINDEDNESS WITH 
WHICH HE PURSUED THE TITLE 
WAS SOMETHING TO BEHOLD” 


Roger Penske makes 
clear his appreciation 
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with a positive mindset? Will could, and I think that was really 
the big difference with him this year, and he verbalised with the 
crew his happiness about podiums. This season, he really was 
single-minded about that championship. It wasn’t a different 
planned approach, but a different mindset.” 

Newgarden, who scored five wins to Power’s one, was unlucky 
to lose victory in Iowa race two to a parts failure, but the fact that 
it took until the finale for him to score any other podiums was 
what consigned him to his third straight runner-up finish in the 
points race. There are days when the 2017 and 2019 champ looks 
— and is — unstoppable, and he never takes a defeatist approach; 
that’s what makes him so fun to watch. But he had two more races 
than Power where he was an also-ran and that was enough to tip 
the title balance in his team-mate’s favour. 

Despite Penske’s overall strength across the 17 rounds, maybe 
no team at any venue enjoyed the sort of advantage enjoyed by 
Ganassi at the Indy 500 this year. With veteran Tony Kanaan 
joining Dixon, Palou, Ericsson and Jimmie Johnson, the team 
saw all five of its cars qualify on the first four rows, after showing 
in practice that their cars could run anywhere on the track, and 
apparently sit in the dirty air of cars ahead through the corners. 
It looked ominous for the competition. 

But pole-winner Dixon entered the pitlane 1mph too fast on 
one of his stops and paid the price with a drivethrough penalty 
after looking a likely winner, while Palou found the pitlane closed 
just when he desperately needed to take on fuel. Ericsson saved 
the day for Chip with a magnificent defeat of Pato O’Ward, 
team-mate Kanaan and Felix Rosenqvist. 

That triumph in a double-points race elevated Ericsson to 
the lead of the championship and, with a fine runner-up finish 
at Road America, he remained a title threat. But scoring only one 
top-five finish in the second half of the season meant his hopes 
faded. At the same time, Dixon was on the rise, making Toronto 
victory look easy and somehow recovering from crash damage at 
Nashville to hold off compatriot McLaughlin for a second win. 
His charge from 16th to third at Portland meant he entered the 
final race just 20 points behind Power, but he didn’t have the 
car to replicate anything like that performance at Laguna Seca. 

Palou did — and then some! — but by then he was out of the 
championship running. How he kept his head through the summer 
during the (self-inflicted) legal farce regarding his contract is almost 
as inexplicable as Chip Ganassi’s capacity to forgive. OK, so Palou 
didn’t look worth $2omillion or even $10m — reputedly the price 
put on his head by Chip if anyone wanted to buy him out of his 
contract — but there were enough days when the outgoing champ 


Dixon was stunning on his 
way to Nashville victory... 


...while team-mate Palou 
dominated Laguna Seca 


GALSTAD 


ROUND BY ROUND 


St Petersburg 


2 Alex Palou 

3 Will Power 
McLaughlin beats 
Penske team-mate 
Power to pole and 
leads most of the race, 
repelling reigning 
champion Alex Palou 
of Chip Ganassi 
Racing, which has 

a slow start to 

the weekend but 
improves. Power 
takes third ahead of 
Herta, while Grosjean 
rebounds froma 
practice collision with 
Sato to claim fifth. 


Texas 


2 Scott McLaughlin 
3 Marcus Ericsson 
Rosenqvist wins his 
second career pole, 
but McLaughlin leads 
most laps, ceding the 
lead to team-mate 
Newgarden at the 
final turn on the final 
lap. Ericsson scores 
his first podium on 
an oval ahead of 
Power, while Johnson 
makes his IndyCar 
oval debut and takes 
a great sixth, looking 
very much in his 
comfort zone. 
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Long Beach 


2 Romain Grosjean 
3 Alex Palou 

Herta takes a fine 
pole but team-mate 
Grosjean crashes in 
qualifying, preventing 
Rossi from locking 
out the front row for 
Andretti Autosport. 
Herta shunts after 
falling to third in the 
pitstops, Newgarden 
delivers perfect in- 
and out-laps to reach 
the lead and holds 
off Grosjean and 
Palou to the end. 
Power is fourth. 


Barber 


2 Alex Palou 

3 Rinus VeeKay 
VeeKay scores a 
brilliant pole for 

Ed Carpenter Racing 
but on cold tyres 
following a pitstop 
he is outbraked by 

a back-on-form 
O’Ward, who goes 

on to win. Palou also 
gets ahead to claim 
second. Power charges 
from a puzzled 19th 
on the grid to happily 
claim fourth place 
again ahead of Dixon 
and McLaughlin. 


Indianapolis 


2 Simon Pagenaud 
3 Will Power 

Power takes pole, 
butin the damp 
conditions at the start 
O’Ward hits the front 
briefly. Herta then 
makes an early switch 
to slicks, which pays 
off, and he is able to 
control the lead when 
the rains return late 
inthe race. Pagenaud 
climbs to second for 
Meyer Shank Racing, 
ahead of Power, 

who moves into the 
championship lead. 


Indy 500 


2 Pato O’Ward 

3 Tony Kanaan 
Ganassi pair Dixon 
and Palou dominate 
the race, until Dixon 
is penalised for 
speeding in the 
pitlane and Palou is 
wrong-footed when 
the pitlane closes 

for a shunt when he 
needs fuel. Ericsson 
saves the day for CGR, 
outpacing the AMSP 
cars in the final stint, 
then holding off 
O’Ward following a late 
stoppage and restart. 


INDYCAR SEASON REVIEW 


© lowa crash wasa big 
setback for Newgarden... 


The third Penske driver, 


...-after he’d won the 


opener on the oval track 


Detroit 

1 Will Power 

2 Alexander Rossi 

3 Scott Dixon 
Newgarden takes pole, 
but Power charges 
from 16th to lead by 
lap 15 and outpaces 
everyone. In the final 
stint, four-stopping 
Rossi chases after 
Power, whois on 
fragile Firestone reds, 
but Power hangs on 
easily to seal his third 
victory on the street 
course and Chevrolet’s 
100th win with its 
2.2-litre turbo in 

Belle Isle’s final race. 


Road America 

1 Josef Newgarden 

2 Marcus Ericsson 

3 Alexander Rossi 
Rossi takes first pole in 
more than three years, 
but can’t prevent 
Newgarden from taking 
a comprehensive 
triumph. Ericsson 
passes Palou for 
second, Palou hits him 
and causes his own 
DNF, while Rossi takes 
third ahead of team- 
mates Grosjean and 
Herta. Power only 19th 
after qualifying poorly 
and being punted 

by DeFrancesco. 


Mid-Ohio 

1 Scott McLaughlin 
2 Alex Palou 

3 Will Power 

O’Ward takes pole but 
mechanical DNFs for 
him (AMSP’s fault) and 
team-mate Rosenqvist 
(Chevrolet failure) 
allow McLaughlin 

to score his second 
win, ahead of Palou. 
Power’s team causes 
him a penalty in 
qualifying, so he 
starts near the back 
and spins to last 

on lap one. But he 
charges hard and 
delivers third. 


McLaughlin, won thrice 


Toronto 

1 Scott Dixon 

2 Colton Herta 

3 Felix Rosenqvist 
Herta takes another 
fine pole, while Dixon 
starts from the front 
row. At the first round 
of stops, Dixon stops 
one lap earlier than 
the Andretti driver, 
delivers strong in- 
and out-laps and 
easily outbrakes 
cold-tyred Herta for 
the lead. Rosenqvist 
charges into third, 
Rahal signals the RLL 
team’s revival with 

a strong fourth. 


lowa 1 

1 Josef Newgarden 
2 Pato O’Ward 

3 Will Power 

From pole, Power 
leads only the first 
22 laps before 
Newgarden passes 
him and dominates 
the remainder of the 
race. O’Ward also gets 
around Power to take 
second place, while 
VeeKay outpaces all 
the Ganassi cars to 
claim fourth, and 
Grosjean leads the 
Andretti Autosport 
contingent with a 
calm seventh. 


GALSTAD 


lowa 2 

1 Pato O’Ward 

2 Will Power 

3 Scott McLaughlin 
Polesitter Power 
retains his lead for 

far longer before 
Newgarden zaps him 
prior to one-third 
distance. But while 
dominating again, 
Newgarden shunts due 
to a suspension failure, 
leaving Victory Lane 
open to O’Ward, who 
has again got ahead of 
the cautious Power. 
McLaughlin is third 
ahead of Dixon and 
the thrilling Johnson. 
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SEASON REVIEW INDYCAR 


GROSJEAN’S SET-UP SETBACKS 


If our top 10 list was based solely on talent, Romain Grosjean 
would be included, but it’s not so he isn’t. This is about form 
across the season, and for too much of that the IndyCar 
sophomore seemed unable to work within the limitations of 
his Andretti Autosport car. In fact, there were times when he 
failed to register those limits in practice sessions, qualifying or 
races, leading to some costly shunts but, when he then tried to 
drive in a more circumspect manner, he became anonymous. 


“What’s happened to Grosjean this year?” said his baffled 
2021 boss Dale Coyne, before adding with a smile: “It’s as 


if he’s gone from a good team to a mediocre one...” 


The problem, said Grosjean, was that he and race engineer 
Olivier Boisson couldn’t get the #28 car to provide enough 
front-end grip to suit his preferred sharp turn-in technique. 
There was a confidence-sapping moment of inertia where 
he couldn’t loosen the rear to assist changes in direction. 

The issue, while understandable, cannot serve as an excuse, 
not at this level. There’s not a single driver out there for whom 
the DW12 with aeroscreen is the ideal-handling car; all have 
had to learn to adapt, and a driver of Grosjean’s experience 
should be better at that than most. He was, however, fast 
whenever the car was to his liking, and at Laguna Seca he 
qualified on the second row, declaring the car was now 
how he wanted it. We will know soon enough. 


outpaced Dixon to remind everyone why Ganassi and McLaren 
were fighting over his services. 

Whether Palou will look wistfully to Arrow McLaren SP next 
season is anyone’s guess, but certainly this year AMSP’s form 
fluctuated too wildly for O’Ward and the resurgent Rosenqvist 
to pose a consistent threat to Ganassi, let alone Penske. O’Ward’s 
wins were from the top drawer, as were Rosenqvist’s poles, but 
twice mechanical/car-prep failures killed off the chances of 
more podiums and even wins for the team. 

Colton Herta and Alexander Rossi took a win apiece for Andretti 


“WHETHER PALOU WILL LOOK 


WISTFULLY TO ARROW McLAREN SP 
NEXT SEASON IS ANYONE’S GUESS” 


Autosport, but Herta made a few too many mistakes to mount a 
serious title bid while Rossi’s qualifying form was up and down. 
Sometimes, he got screwed by team-mate Romain Grosjean (see 
panel, left) crashing at inopportune moments, other times he just 
wasn’t able to make ‘the lap’ But his pole at Road America was all the 
reminding we needed of what a big loss he will be to the AA squad. 

Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing’s mid-season reboot was 
impressive. Suddenly Graham Rahal was contending for top fives 
instead of top 10s, and rookie Christian Lundgaard was qualifying 
in the top six, and able to claim a runner-up finish in the IMS road 
course’s second race. As in the first half of the year, the Dane made 
a couple more mistakes than his veteran team-mate, but he earned 
IndyCar’s Rookie of the Year award. 

His rival for that accolade was David Malukas, who endured 
a shaky start in the Dale Coyne Racing with HMD Motorsports 
squad, but thereafter barely stopped impressing, tucked up veteran 
team-mate Takuma Sato more often than not and scored a podium. 
Had Malukas’s pitcrew matched Sato’s through the first two-thirds 
of the year, he’d now be Rookie of the Year. 

And then there’s Rinus VeeKay, a man who knows how to win 
an IndyCar race but couldn’t quite achieve the feat in 2022. He, 
like Grosjean, has the talent to be contending for top fives, and 
his pole position and podium finish at Barber Motorsports Park 
demonstrated what he and Ed Carpenter Racing can do together 
when everything works. But currently, those days are too few. 4 


ROUND BY ROUND 


Indianapolis 

1 Alexander Rossi 

2 Christian Lundgaard 
3 Will Power 
Rosenqvist takes 
brilliant pole but is 
hampered from the 
start by dragging 
brake. Herta leads 
Rossi in Andretti 

1-2 until halfshaft 
failure ends his race, 
allowing Rossi to win. 
Lundgaard scores a 
distant but deserved 
second, while Power 
recovers from being 
dumped to the back 
in the opening laps to 
lead a Penske 3-4-5. 


Nashville 

1 Scott Dixon 

2 Scott McLaughlin 
3 Alex Palou 
Acrashfest in which 
Dixon’s car suffers 
bad damage early on 
but, running a brave 
strategy gamble, he 
hits the front and 
clings on with worn 
tyres to triumph over 
polesitter McLaughlin 
and Palou. Lundgaard 
stars but fades in the 
final stint, Newgarden 
takes Grosjean out, 
and Power finishes 
11th despitea 
damaged gearbox. 
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St Louis 

1 Josef Newgarden 

2 David Malukas 

3 Scott McLaughlin 
Power takes pole 

and leads the first 
half of the race, but 
Newgarden eventually 
finds a way through. 
Race is stopped for rain 
soon after Newgarden 
and McLaughlin have 
pitted for fresh tyres 
and hit the front. Power 
has not stopped so 
falls victim to charging 
rookie Malukas, who 
eventually also 
demotes McLaughlin 
to claim second. 


Portland Laguna Seca 
1 Scott McLaughlin 1 Alex Palou 

2 Will Power 2 Josef Newgarden 
3 Scott Dixon 3 Will Power 


Power scores record- 
breaking 68th pole 
while Newgarden 
crashes out in 
qualifying. On race day, 
Newgarden charges to 
the front on a four-stop 
strategy, ahead of a 
cautious Power who 
is wrestling with bad 
tyres and is focused 
on staying ahead 

of Rosenqvist and 
Grosjean. Neither 
have any answer to 
Palou’s stunning pace. 


McLaughlin takes third 
pole and leads majority 
of race ahead of first 
Lundgaard, then 
Power. Team Penske 
elects not to order 
McLaughlin aside for 
points leader Power, 
even when Dixon 
charges from 16th 

to run third. Palou 
and O’Ward fall out 

of championship 
contention, while 
Newgarden slips to 
eighth in the final stint. 


pa 


, ~ ore = 
JOSEF NEWGARDEN 


Deeply unlucky to lose 

lowa 2 to parts failure, he 

also faded into obscurity 
at St Pete and Barber. But on 
his best days, he had few 
equals - Texas and Long 
Beach wins showed his 
fighting spirit and he looked 
peerless on short ovals. 


PATO O’WARD 


Arrow McLaren SP’s 

form was flaky, but it 

was two mechanical 
DNFs mid-season and getting 
punted at Nashville that 
killed his title challenge. 
Win at Barber was first class, 
and his runner-up finish at 
Indy was a brave effort. 


INDYCAR SEASON REVIEW 


AUTOSPORT’S TOP 10 DRIVERS 


Single-minded pursuit 

of the title meant he 

drove conservatively on 
occasion, but he also staged 
remarkable comeback drives 
and overcame some strategic 
screw-ups. It was his 
racecraft and judgement 
that earned him title #2. 


COLTON HERTA 


One (brilliant) win and 

two poles, but 10th 

place in points reflects 
his season. Made big mistakes 
at Long Beach and Indy, 
while car failure robbed him 
of a second IMS road course 
win and a team error cost 
him a podium at Mid-Ohio. 


SCOTT DIXON 


It will concern him that 

he was often outpaced 

by Palou and sometimes 
by Ericsson, but it’s the lmph 
breach of Indy’s pitlane 
speed limit while dominating 
the 500 that will haunt him. 
Toronto win was excellent, 
Nashville triumph amazing. 


MARCUS ERICSSON 


Indy 500 win was well 

deserved, as was third 

in Texas and second 
at Road America. You still 
expect Dixon and Palou to 
have his measure, but there 
were days when the ex-F1 
driver beat them both. Still 
needs to work on qualifying. 


ALEX PALOU 


A quite strong defence 

of his crown, but he 

made more errors than 
in 2021 and, Indy 500 aside, 
looked uncomfortable on 
ovals. It took until the final 
race for him to win, but he 
was in a different class that 
day at Laguna Seca. 


a 
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FELIX ROSENQVIST 


Frequently a match for 

O’Ward, he took poles 

at Texas and IMS road 
course. Was also unlucky, a 
mechanical issue hampering 
him in the latter event and 
engine failure maybe costing 
a Mid-Ohio win. He deserved 
to retain his ride for 2023. 


h 


SCOTT McLAUGHLIN 


GALSTAD 


The most improved 

IndyCar driver, year on 

year, for maybe decades. 
All three of his wins were 
convincing, as were his three 
poles. Spins in wet Indy GP 
and crash in the 500 were 
black marks, but his peaks 
towered over his valleys. 


ALEXANDER ROSSI 


Final season with 
Andretti Autosport 
began with bad 


pitstops and car failures but, 
after he announced he was 
leaving for Arrow McLaren SP, 
he finished second at Detroit, 
took pole at Road America 
and won on IMS road course. 


DRIVERS’ CHAMPIONSHIP 
POS DRIVER TEAM 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 «14 «615 «616 €6«6©17_ PTS 
1 wWillPower aus) Team Penske Ss 4 4 4 oS iby ah ak) Sas 2 11 6 2 3 560 
2 JosefNewgarden(usa) TeamPenske 16 061 1 14 2 13 4 1 7 #10 1 24 6 1 8 2 544 
3 Scott Dixon (Nz1) Chip Ganassi Racing 8 5 6 5 i1@ Al 3g 9 5 1 5 4 1 8 B12 521 
4 ScottMcLaughlin(nz.) TeamPenske 1 2 14 6 20 29 19 7 1 9 22 3 2 3 1 6 510 
5 AlexPalou (esr) Chip Ganassi Racing 2 7 3 2 ils} 6G Af 2B 6 6G i i@ 9 ia il 510 
6 MarcusEricsson(swe) ChipGanassiRacing 9 3 22 12 4 1 7 2 6 5 8 6 11 14 7 11 9 506 
7  PatoO’Ward (mex) Arrow McLaren SP 12 iby & 1 ig) 2 B Ae Pee hl 1 12 24 4 4 8 480 
FelixRosenqvist (swe) ArrowMcLarenSP 17 21 11 #16 ~=#«6 4 10 6 27 3 2 #7 9 7 16 10 4 393 
9  AlexanderRossi(usa) Andretti Autosport QQ 2 8 9 iit 2 3 is) es} Sal 4 25 7 10 381 
10 Colton Herta (usa) Andretti Autosport with Curb-Agajanian 4 12 23 10 1 30 8 5 15 2 24 12 24 #5 11 6 #11 381 


11 Graham Rahal (Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing) 345; 12 Rinus van Kalmthout (Ed Carpenter Racing) 331; 13 Romain Grosjean (Andretti Autosport) 328; 14 Christian Lundgaard (Rahal 
Letterman Lanigan Racing) 323; 15 Simon Pagenaud (Meyer Shank Racing) 314; 16 David Malukas (Dale Coyne Racing with HMD) 305; 17 Conor Daly (Ed Carpenter Racing) 267; 18 Helio 
Castroneves (Meyer Shank Racing) 263; 19 Takuma Sato (Dale Coyne Racing with RWR) 258; 20 Callum Ilott (Juncos Hollinger Racing) 219; 21 Jimmie Johnson (Chip Ganassi Racing) 214; 

22 Jack Harvey (Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing) 209; 23 Devlin DeFrancesco (Andretti Steinbrenner Autosport) 206; 24 Kyle Kirkwood (AJ Foyt Enterprises) 183; 25 Dalton Kellett (AJ Foyt 
Enterprises) 133; 26 Tony Kanaan (Chip Ganassi Racing) 78; 27 Ed Carpenter (Ed Carpenter Racing) 75; 28 Santino Ferrucci (Rahal Letterman Lanigan Racing/Dreyer & Reinbold Racing/Juncos 
Hollinger Racing) 71; 29 Tatiana Calderon (AJ Foyt Enterprises) 58; 30 JR Hildebrand (AJ Foyt Enterprises) 53; 31 Juan Pablo Montoya (Arrow McLaren SP) 44; 32 Simona de Silvestro (Paretta 
Autosport) 34; 33 Marco Andretti (Andretti Herta Autosport with Marco & Curb-Agajanian) 17; 34 Sage Karam (Dreyer & Reinbold Racing) 14; 35 Stefan Wilson (DragonSpeed/Cusick Motorsports) 10. 
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WEB DIRECTORY 


2S WEB DIRECTORY 


RACE RADIO 


Professional Team Radio 
System For All Budgets 


MEMORABILIA 


QLLECTORS C #1 FOR F1 MEMORABILIA 
Av ALECTOR os & AUTOGRAPHS 


— 


\ We buy and sell F1 items 
- AYRTON SENNA specialists 


| Call CHRIS GRINT 
i = 01763 274448 
= email:- sales@f/ collectors.com 


INSURANCE 


Insurance for Drivers 
and Race Teams 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


_—- 


www.WOODFORDTRAILERS.com 


RACE PARTS 


r G -ordgport » Part BOX! 


Performance and Tuning Parts 


Leading performance brands online 


RACE PARTS 


Passionate About Motorsport 


ww.licraceandrally.com 


TO ADVERTISE IN AUTOSPORT 
= CLASSIFIEDS PLEASE CONTACT 


OUR ADVERTISING SALES MANAGER 
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INSURANCE 


RACE PREPARATION 


OMe / YBRACING 


WWW.YBRACING.COM 


RACE PARTS 


Gearboxman.com 
COMPETITION TRANSMISSION SERVICES 


Gearboxes & Axles for Road, Race, Rally and more 


Telephone: 01582 840008 Fax: 01582 840007 


[ae SYSTEMS SUMP 
fu CE, YSTEMS 


ARMSTRONG RACE ENGINEERING INC RACE ENGINEERING INC. 
WWW.DRYSUMP.COM (916) 652-5282 


TRAILERS & TRANSPORTERS 


a ae RKO. ee 


RV SALES AND SERVICE 


MOTORSPORT LEGAL ADVICE 


Ben Fullick 
T: +44 (0)7884 117 237 


E: ben.fullick@motorsport.com 


MARKETPLACE CLASSIFIEDS 


RACINGEDGE ~_. 


Dealers, brokers, car clubs & more! 
We're on a mission to decentralize the future of the specialty car trade, 
giving community leaders a piece of the auto industry itself. 


Contact us today to learn more about how your business can plug-in 
to our Paddock Network of Buyers and Sellers. 
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MARKETPLACE 


MOTORSPORT JOBS 


CLASSIFIEDS MOTORSPORT JOBS 


motorsport 
sod 


Marketing Manager 
Ginetta 


Responsibilities will include: 


Manage a small marketing team. 

Work amongst and drive the commercial team to raise the 
profile of Ginetta Group companies. 

Manage PR and communications of Ginetta Group 
companies. 

Create promotions, initiate and maintain responsibility to 
completion. 

Create ideas and execute to create leads and content. 
Manage ‘Group’ web and social presences to maintain 
message. 

Support the sales and where necessary proactively close 
deals on cars and products. 

Liaise with worldwide distributors to add value to their 
efforts. 

Be visible and available at Ginetta HQ and owned 
locations. 

Promote and actively support infancy projects and ideas. 
Identify sales opportunities in sectors, markets and 
territories and deliver a project plan. 

Oversee brand partners to initiate, maintain and grow 
relationships. 

Ensure outstanding levels of customer service are 
delivered at all times 

Working with the commercial, events and motorsport 
departments across international distributors. 

Support and attend offsite demo and motorsport events 
trialling products and closing sales. 


To apply now visit}www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 


JOBS GuBD 


HV Electronics Developer Formula 1 
Audi Formula Racing 


Job purpose/role: 


Electronics concept development 

Design and development of power electronics for e-drive 
systems and high-voltage batteries (inverters, DC/DC 
converters, battery junction boxes, etc.) 

Fault diagnosis, troubleshooting in in-house laboratory 
as well as with external development partners Planning 
and implementation of test bench trials at in-house test 
facility 

Development of production and installation concepts 
as well as their ongoing development in the in-house 
assembly halls 


Key requirements/skills/experience include: 


Specialized studies in electrical engineering, control 
engineering, mechatronics or a comparable course of 
studies 

Experience in electronics, the basic design of power 
electronics and HV storage electronics 

Qualified electrician 

Knowledge of HV components and HV safety 
Knowledge of power modules and their design / control 
(IGBT / SiC MOSFET) in combination with intermediate 
circuits 


Experience in electronic design (wiring, plugs, connections, 


insulation, contactors) Experience in circuit design 
(microcontrollers, FPGA) 


To apply now visit|www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
woes? © 


Senior Control Systems Engineer 
Prodrive 


At Prodrive we combine our motorsport ethos with free 
thinking to redefine the possible. We support a variety of 
programmes including full works teams in international race 
and rally series. Our Technicians, Mechanics, Fabricators and 
Engineers all work together every step of the way with one 
goal; to win. 


We're seeking a talented and motivated Senior Control 
Systems Engineer to join our team of engineers developing 
and supporting electrical & electronic solutions use on our 
race, rally and road projects. This role will work alongside 
other departments in a highly dynamic environment and will 
be responsible for embedded software, control strategies 
and overall electrical and electronic implementation in our 
products. 


Essential responsibilities: 


Select hardware selection, allocate I/O and software 
design and development 

Work together with electrical department to specify 
requirements for looms 

Calibration and tuning strategies for race & rally use 
Development & operation of test rigs 

Development of PC tools to assist race & rally engineers 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Composite Technician 
Envision Racing 


Envision Racing is a UK based Formula E Team competing 
in the FIA Formula E World Championship and has the 
requirement for an experienced Composite Technician to 
be employed full time. This is an exciting opportunity for an 
individual to thrive in this challenging yet highly rewarding 
role. 


Key skillset requirements are: 


High level of composite skills in wet laminating, composite 
trimming & assembly 

In depth knowledge of composite practices and 
procedures. 

Good wrapping skills Using 3M and Oracle vinyl wrapping 
media. 

Good planning and organisational skills. 

Good English written and oral communications skills 
Mechanical skills would be a great advantage to help 
assist the mechanics during race events and tests. 
Good computer skills 

Previous relevant experience in FE, F3, F2, F1, IndyCar or 
WEC 


To apply now visit] www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


JOBS 
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If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 


please contact|james.robinson@motorsport.comor call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Undergraduate Placements 2023 
Aston Martin Fl Team 


The placement will be extremely demanding but will reward 
exceptional effort and commitment. During the year 
students will work closely with other departments including 
the race team, and get the opportunity to better understand 
how we operate the car as well as our manufacturing 
techniques, test methods and data analysis. Students 
normally have the opportunity to work in our factory 
operations room during race weekends should they wish. 


Many of our past students have returned full time following 
their studies. We view our placement programme as an ideal 
way to discover our senior engineers of the future. 


Successful candidates must: 


Be eligible to work in the UK 

Be able to demonstrate an innovative and flexible 
approach to problem solving and possess the ability to 
work through problems in a scientific and analytical way 
Be able to integrate quickly into the team and be actively 
involved 

Have good communication and analytical skills and be 
able to work to tight deadlines under pressure 

Be highly self-motivated and have a flexible approach to 
working hours 

Credit will be given to those who can demonstrate active 
involvement in Formula Student or other motorsport 
activities 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport A) 
JOBS 


Marketing Coordinator 
Haas Fl Team 


Key responsibilities include: 


Promote teamwork and effective communications to 
develop working relationships between all personnel and 
departments. 

Designated point of contact with our clothing suppliers 
for all orders & delivery schedules, ensuring the timely 
delivery of kit to Haas Fl 

Manage the intake, stock management and distribution of 
team clothing across the company, including any trackside 
contractors 

Source and purchase additional team clothing and ad-hoc 
items as required 

Manage the ongoing relationship with our driver race kit 
supplier, including the re-ordering of race kit throughout 
the season as required 

Action the application of new partner logos to driver race 
kit 

Responsible for the packing and fulfilment of driver kit 
ahead of each race weekend, including the turnaround 
post-race 

Support the planning, design and ordering process for 
team clothing 

Maintain the kit storage area at factory, ensuring all kit is 
stored in a secure and organized manner 

Professional and cost-efficient management of all 
suppliers 


To apply now visit www.motorsportjobs.com 


MOTORSPORT JOBS CLASSIFIEDS 


motorsport 
woes? ca 


Systems Design Engineer 
Red Bull Racing 


We are looking for an enthusiastic and talented Mechanical 
Design Engineer to join our Systems Design Group. You 

will provide designs to allow the integration of the fuel, 
water, engine, exhaust systems and mechanical integration 
for electrical systems into the chassis. This will include 
component design as well as tooling and jigs. 


Based in the heart of our Fl design office you will work 
closely with the other design areas including Electronics, 
Car Build, Manufacturing and Race Team. With a shared 
dedication to excellence in engineering, you'll influence our 
designs and make your mark in Fl history! 


To be successful in this role you will: 


Have recent, relevant design experience within Aerospace, 
Motorsport or Automotive industries 

Show creativity, suggest new ideas, and be involved in our 
wide ranging and ambitious designs 

Be an experienced user of 3D CAD systems (Siemens NX 
desirable but training will be given) 

Be confident in presenting your ideas and design work. 

Be passionate about and have a talent for engineering 


To apply now visit}www.motorsportjobs.com 


motorsport 
JOBS 


Aerodynamicist / Senior Aerodynamicist 
Alfa Romeo F1 Team 


At Alfa Romeo Fl Team ORLEN, we have some exciting 
opportunities for talented aerodynamicists to join our 
Aerodynamics Department in Hinwil (Switzerland). 


Would you like to: 


work within one of our development groups? 

be involved in all aspects of aerodynamic development 
including innovative concept definition, testing and 
analysis of the numerical and experimental simulations? 
work closely with other aerodynamicists, CFD engineers 
and model designers to make a substantial contribution 
towards the performance of our race car? 

demonstrate the ability to develop innovative thinking, 
tools, and processes? 

suggest, investigate and, where applicable, implement 
new methods and processes to improve efficiency of 
aerodynamic ideas generation, design, testing, analysis, 
and reporting? 

mentor less experienced aerodynamicists to improve their 
skills? 


To apply now visit|www.motorsportjobs.com 


moto rsport Want to advertise a motorsport job? 


JOBS If you are recruiting in motorsport and wish to advertise with Autosport in print and digital 


please contact] james.robinson@motorsport.com)or call or call +44 (0)7717 883 990 
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JAMES ROBERTS 


Electric single-seater series planned 


FORMULA FOUNDATION-E 


The British Racing & Sports Car Club has 
become the first UK organiser to launch a 
circuit racing series for electric-powered 
cars by revealing its new Formula 
Foundation-E single-seater concept. 

It features a spec car with a steel chassis 
that has been designed and created by RSR 
Technology, a company co-founded by long- 
time Formula Ford builder Steve Wills. The 
550kg FF-E1 machine features a halo and is 
built to the latest FIA safety regulations. 

The car is powered by a bespoke 
electric motor and battery pack created 
by ECOClassics, which is headed up 
by Nick Mason, who previously led 
the development on Ford’s electric 
E-Transit van. The 120kW power unit 
is set to produce around 16o0bhp. 

To give those opting to pay the £79,995 
plus VAT asking price additional confidence 
in the product, all cars will come with a 


Steel chassis is powered 


by 120kW electric motor 


JAMES ROBERTS 


two-year battery and motor warranty. 

Wills had initially approached the BRSCC 
with an idea for a low-cost, modern single- 
seater with a petrol-powered transverse- 
mounted engine designed for young drivers 
to learn to race in. But, after discussions 
between the parties, it was decided that 
the car was the perfect opportunity to 
introduce EVs to the club racing world 
and modifications were made. 

Electric vehicles have already appeared in 
national competition in rallycross, rallying 
and a range of grassroots disciplines. 

“Of course, there’s different viewpoints 
on electric racing, and EVs in general, 
but none of us can deny their growing 
popularity,” explained BRSCC head of 
formulae development Greg Graham. 
“There’s Formula E, ETCR, electric GT is 
coming and it’s not going to stop any time 
soon. But there’s nothing currently in the 
club domain that caters for people who want 
to race an EV — this is the first of its kind” 


Graham said it was vital that the car 
featured the latest safety equipment, 
pointing out that it has front and rear- 
impact crash structures that exceed FIA 
standards, along with the halo and F1- 
style wheel tethers. 

An initial run of six cars is planned for 
delivery to customers by April next year, 
with some “development races” being held 
towards the end of the season ahead 
of a full championship in 2024. 

The car is set to make its public debut at 
the Formula Ford Festival later this month, 
where it is due to complete a demonstration 
run. Wills says tweaks are planned to the 
car’s bodywork as it is further refined. 


AUTOSPORT SAYS... 

So, the BRSCC is the first to blink! In these 
pages in recent months and years, there 
have been stories about electric cars tackling 
sprints, rallies and rallycross events, but 
now they are set to hit the circuits too. 

Whatever your opinion on EVs, as 
Graham says they cannot be ignored. 
When driving on the roads, you will 
now see dozens of the machines as they 
become increasingly common. And it’s right 
that they should appear in motorsport too. 
Just because some hold a blinkered view 
that electric batteries are not the right 
alternative technology for the long term 
does not mean they should be discounted. 

But the question is whether there is the 
appetite to race them. And that’s the big 
unknown. The new FF-E1 is not cheap, 
but no electric car is. Yet running costs 
are said to be much lower than for 
petrol-powered vehicles. 

It’s right for someone to try the electric 
route and it will be fascinating to follow 
whether the BRSCC will charge to success 
with this new concept for club racing. 
STEPHEN LICKORISH 
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Circuit operator MotorSport 
Vision has won the tender to 
purchase the Navarra Circuit, 
with plans to pump £5million 
into the venue’s infrastructure. 
The facility, located in 
northern Spain, was opened 
in 2010 and features a 3.9km 
(2.4 miles) track, with three 
different layouts available. It 
holds FIA Grade T1 and Grade 2 
licences, meaning it can host 
Formula 1 testing sessions and 


all racing categories downwards. 


The venue has already held 
around of the 2021 World 
Superbike Championship, 
as well as FIA GT1 World 


Hughes to return to British GT 
as Proctor Jr joins Howard 


Championship and Blancpain 
GT Series events in the past. 
It also includes an 800m 
karting circuit, skid pan area, 
off-road course, 32 pit garages, 
17 hospitality suites and 
27,500sqm of asphalt paddock 
space, and was bought for an 
undisclosed fee believed to 
be in the region of €7million. 
“Tt’s a great facility, but 
what it hasn’t had is sufficient 
custom basically in terms of 
promoted events, club events, 
trackdays, and we certainly 
think there is great opportunity 
for it with much more 
awareness,” said Jonathan 
Palmer, chief executive of 
MSV, which already operates 


Brands Hatch, Oulton Park, 
Snetterton, Cadwell Park and 
Donington Park in the UK. 
“Certainly, we’re going to be 
doing a fair bit of evolution to it, 
investing quite a bit of money 
there and improving it further 
but it’s already a pretty good 
facility. We can make it far 
better but what we can also do 
is expose it to far more people.” 
Proposed plans already 
include a complete resurfacing 
of the circuit, as well as 
potential layout changes as “we 
think that it can be improved 
a bit with a few tweaks”. 
Palmer also suggested MSV 
would look to work alongside 
Stephane Ratel, owner of GT 


promotor SRO, to bring series 
to the circuit and that the 
venue could eventually be a 
destination for UK club racing. 
“Tt’s also a great place for 
I think lots of national racing 
for a one-off race,” he added, 
suggesting pre-season testing 
for GB3 and GB4 could take 
place there in 2023. “Amongst 
our nearly 30 club national 
championships and series, 
we’re certainly going to be keen? 
MSV’s latest acquisition 
comes only months after revised 
plans were unveiled for its 
new venue at Couvron, France, 
which is due to feature a 3.5km 
circuit and solar panel park. 


> 


Le Mans 24 Hours class winner 
Warren Hughes will return to 
the British GT Championship for 
the final round of the season at 
Donington Park later this month. 
Hughes, the British GT'4 champion 
in 2012 and a British Touring Car race 
winner, will partner Stewart Proctor 
at Greystone GT at the wheel of 
a McLaren 720S GT3. It will mark 
his first appearance in the series 
since a one-off outing in 2020 
when he drove a GT'4 McLaren. 
He will replace Proctor’s son, 
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Lewis, who himself will compete 
in the two-hour season finale 
on 16 October alongside Andrew 


Howard, outright British GT champion 


in 2013 and 2015, in a Beechdean 
AMER-run Aston Martin Vantage GT3. 
Hughes said: “I’m excited to be back 
racing in British GT, having spent the 
past few events with Greystone GT in 
a coaching capacity with both Stewart 


and Lewis. It’s such a kind gesture from 
Stewart to ask me to drive in recognition 


of the work I’ve put in with both 
himself and — through the McLaren 
Driver Development Programme — 
with Lewis over the past years.” 


di 


Hughes last raced in 
British GT in 2020 
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Of his Aston Martin GT3 drive, 
Proctor Jr said: “Although I won’t test 
the car before, I have total confidence in 
Andrew and Beechdean that they will 
give me the best possible opportunity 
to place well in Silver-Am and overall.” 


Harrison set competitive 
lap times during test at 
Snetterton recently 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Historics ace Harrison tests 
McLaren as he eyes GT switch 


GT 


Historic racing sensation Samuel Harrison 
had his first taste of a modern GT car 
recently at Snetterton, getting behind the 
wheel of a McLaren 570S GT'4 courtesy 
of Orange Racing powered by JMH. 

The 18-year-old, the 2022 Historic 
Formula Ford champion and race winner 
in Historic F3, set competitive times 
around the 300 layout for his first 
outing outside of single-seaters. 

“T thoroughly enjoyed my first test in 
the McLaren GT4 car, and I hope to make 
the step up to GT racing next season as 


well as continuing with a limited 
programme of historic racing,” he said. 
“Thanks to Simon Orange and Jason 
Hughes for giving me this opportunity — 
the main difference to my usual cars was 
just the sheer weight of the McLaren, but 
is was a pleasure to drive and I felt that I 
adapted quickly to maximise its potential.” 
Orange Racing’s senior engineer Geoff 
Kingston added: “Within a handful of laps, 
Samuel was on the pace — his approach 
was very professional, he was very calm 
in the car, studied the data thoroughly 
and then implemented the advice to keep 
improving. It was an impressive debut.” 


Formula Woman pulls GT Cup entry 


GT CUP 


The Formula Woman McLaren 
GT4s have been withdrawn 
from the GT Cup’s season 
finale at Snetterton this 
weekend, following their 
non-appearance at Donington 
Park last month. 

A number of factors were 
cited but Graeme Glew, the 
director of Formula Woman’s 
operating company, stated 
that its current competition 
winners will have their prize 


drives honoured with a full 
season of racing next year. 

It’s been a turbulent year for 
the two driver pairings (Erika 
Hoffmann/Jodie Sloss, Sara 
Misir/Steph Sore), who were 
also forced to miss the first 
two rounds of the season. 

However, Hoffmann 
insists that she and the other 
drivers remain positive and 
eagerly await a renewed test 
programme in the future. 

“Formula Woman explained 
the situation and we all 


understood and agreed that it 
was the right move for us and 
them,” she said. “Obviously, 
it’s disappointing [to miss 
the finale] but it was the 
right decision. We can now 
look forward to 2023 and 
learn from the experiences 
we have already gained.” 
Formula Woman still 
continues to sell places for 
its next competition and will 
look to promote its winners 
to race seats by 2024. 
STEVE HINDLE 


IN THE HEADLINES 


BRDC PATH FROM JCOW 


The Mini Challenge JCW category 
has been announced as a qualifying 
championship for membership 
into the British Racing Drivers’ Club 
(BRDC). Membership to the club 

is only open to drivers who have 
enjoyed on-track success at the 
highest level among a list of 
specified series, which recently 

has also included W Series and 
Porsche Carrera Cup GB. 


FACEBOOK GROUP FOR GTs 


The Castle Combe Racing Club has 
set up a GT Facebook page with 

the intention of generating interest 
and ideas among drivers and teams 
to help boost falling numbers. 

The group “will provide a sounding 
board for technical, calendar and 
race-format ideas and championship 
regulations”, and will be headed by 
GT competitor Charlie Bird and CCRC 
race coordinator Cat Dall’Occo. 


LUCOCK’S RACING DEBUT 


Charlotte Lucock made her 
motorsport debut in the final 750 
Motor Club Hot Hatch races of the 
year at Snetterton. The 21-year-old 
engineer finished both races in her 
Ford Fiesta and achieved her goal of 
“not finishing last”. Her only previous 
on-track experience has been two 
trackdays. The daughter of Ford 
Escort racer Mark Lucock, the pair 
may race the Fiesta together in 2023. 


TRIP TO TRINIDAD 


Fresh from celebrating their 750 
Motor Club Bikesports title at 
Snetterton, North Motorsport’s 
technicians will this week travel to 
Trinidad to fettle five Radical SR3s in 
the Radical Caribbean Cup over the 
weekend - one for this year’s FIA F3 
runner-up Zane Maloney. The other 
cars are for Maloney’s father Sean, 
his uncles Stuart and Mark and the 
latter’s son Justin. Sam North’s 
squad lifted a second Bikesports 
crown at Snetterton with Simon 
Walker-Hansell in an SR3 (below). 
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CLUB AUTOSPORT NATIONAL NEWS 


Team USA 
drivers star on 
Combe debuts 


FF1600 


The latest recipients of the 
Team USA Scholarship 
made a splash on their UK 
debuts in the Castle Combe 
Formula Ford Championship 
last Saturday, with a pole 
and a double podium for 
Thomas Schrage. 

US Fi600 points leader 
Schrage; Elliot Budzinski, 
who only made his car racing 
debut in June; and Canadian Fi600 
runner-up William Ferguson have all 
been selected to represent the US in 
this year’s end-of-season FF1600 events 
— the Formula Ford Festival at Brands 
Hatch later this month and Walter Hayes 
Trophy at Silverstone in November. 

The scholarship has been running since 
1990 and its alumni include Jimmy Vasser, 
Josef Newgarden and Conor Daly, with last 
year’s recipient Max Esterson winning the 
WHT and now racing in GB3. 


OLLIE READ 


Ahead of the blue-riband 
events, the trio competed 
at the Wiltshire venue with 
Ammonite Motorsport to 
get them up to speed in their 
Ray machinery. Schrage claimed a surprise 
pole for the opener, beating series regulars 
Felix Fisher and Luke Cooper, while 
Budzinski and Ferguson lined up 
fourth and fifth respectively. 

“T didn’t expect it at all,” said Schrage. 
“We were testing here Thursday and I feel 
like I got into a rhythm. I would say it’s 
quite a bit different [to US circuits]. It’s 
a really fast track overall and the chicanes 
are a little sketchy. This is a ballsy track.” 

The 17-year-old dropped to third on the 


OLLIE READ, 


P Schrage (inset) leads 
Combe regulars Fisher 
and Cooper on UK debut 


opening lap before recovering to second 
by the flag, between winner Cooper and 
Fisher. Budzinski finished fourth after 
initially dropping down the order, with 
Ferguson placing sixth. 

Schrage went even better in the sequel, 
leading for a period after starting third 
and finishing just 0.385 seconds off the 
win, albeit in third this time. Ferguson 
was fourth while Budzinski retired. 

“To be able to keep with these guys 
means a lot — I did the best that I could 
but I wish I could have done things a bit 
different looking back,” added Schrage, who 
will return to the US to complete the Fi600 
season before returning for the Festival. 
STEFAN MACKLEY 


Saloons star Di Claudio back to Combe in Clio 


HOT HATCH 


Three-time Castle Combe 
Saloons champion Will Di 
Claudio competed at the 
Wiltshire venue for the 
first time in four years last 
weekend in Hot Hatch. 
Di Claudio was a 

mainstay at the track in his 
Peugeot 106 GTI, claiming 


Di Claudio returned after 
four years on the sidelines 


OLLIE READ 
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Saloons titles in 2008, 
2012 and 2013, but waiting 
for a new engine had left 
him on the sidelines. 

“Tt’s nice to be back at 
Combe,” he said of his 
return aboard a Renault 
Clio, which he bought off 
eBay only a month ago. 

After running it for the 
first time in qualifying, he 


THE TRACK TYRE THAT 
GIVES YOu GRIP! 


+44 (0) 1929 551557 
www.aaoil.co.uk 


suffered a left-rear wheel- 
bearing failure, which 
required a trip to Swindon 
for a replacement, and he 
then missed the first race 
with a fuel leak. He made 
it out for race two, where 
he climbed to third before 
clipping a backmarker and 
damaging his suspension. 
STEFAN MACKLEY 


Lloyd was the latest past- 


and-present BTCC driver 


NATIONAL NEWS CLUB AUTOSPORT 


we to appear in 116 Trophy ee 
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RICHARD STYLES 


BTCC racer Lloyd joins 116 
Trophy grid with his sponsor 


116 TROPHY 


with Webster and Adshead next year, 


as long as they continue to race the 116. 


British Touring Car racer Dan Lloyd 
made a guest appearance in the 116 
Trophy at Snetterton last weekend. 

The Excelr8 Hyundai driver shared a car 
with his sponsor George Adshead and 
friend Jonny Webster, who have raced in 
the series since last year. Lloyd led during 
his stint early on, but his team-mates 
were not quite on his pace and the crew 
finished 20th overall. He described the 
BMW 116 as “40 seconds slower than 
what the British Touring Car does round 
here, but I still had as much fun racing it”. 

He has not ruled out another outing 


Lloyd was not the only BTCC driver on 
the grid — Harry Vaulkhard, who raced a 
Chevrolet Lacetti in the series in 2008 and 
2009, as well as the 2010 World Touring 
Car Championship, was also present. 

Vaulkhard, who was sharing the 116 
with regular driver Rob Carvell, rarely 
races modern cars on circuits now and 
his weekend appearance was only his 
third in almost 10 years. He and Carvell 
were 11th overall — they led early on 
but were then hampered by a penalty 
for exceeding track limits. 

RACHEL HARRIS-GARDINER 


Clubs pool resources for rally series 


CIRCUIT RALLYING the past three years, along 
with all the organising team’s 
personal commitments”. 

Most of the events on the 
new calendar were previously 
in the MN championship, and 
the campaign will start with 
the Bolton Le-Moors Car 
Club-run Neil Howard Stages 
at Oulton Park on 5 November. 

North Humberside’s Cadwell 
Park Rally is on 20 November, 
before 2023 kicks off with the 
Dukeries Rally at Mallory Park 
— anew venue for the series 


A consortium of nine clubs 
have combined their resources 
to run the MGJ Engineering 
Circuit Rally Championship 
this year, following the end 
of the Motorsport News/ 
MotorSport Vision Racing 
series in April. 

The original organisers had 
decided to “rest” the series 
following the conclusion of 
the latest season due to “the 
pressures and workload of 


— and the sponsor’s own 
event at Brands Hatch. 

Further rounds at Snetterton, 
Anglesey, Donington Park and 
Cadwell follow, before the 
season finale, the Altratech 
Stages at Anglesey, on 16 April. 

The opener already boasts 
a full entry with reserves, 
including the Ford Fiestas of 
last year’s winners Frank Bird 
and Jack Morton, three-time 
victor Kevin Procter and 
double winner Graham Coffey. 
PETER SCHERER 


IN THE HEADLINES 


KRAB PINCHES SECOND IN M3 


Forty-two years after he won his 
national, Benelux and EFDA 
Euroseries Formula Ford 2000 titles 
in a Delta T79/80, Dutchman Fred 
Krab (66) finished second in Sunday’s 
Belcar Historic Cup race at Spa in his 
BMW E30 M3. The sometime F3 racer 
and European Renault 5 Turbo Cup 
race winner qualified 14th and 
progressed to sixth in Saturday’s leg, 
then outfoxed Guy Fastres (M3) in 
the sequel. Erik Bruynoghe and Luc 
Moortgat (Porsche 964s) won the 
races. Top Briton was Grahame 
Bryant (Morgan +8), fifth on Sunday. 


EXTRA LOTON VISIT FOR BHC 
The British Hillclimb Championship 
calendar will expand to 14 events 
next year with the addition of 

a second date at Loton Park. All of 
the venues visited in 2022 remain on 
the schedule, although the Channel 
Islands trip in July is likely to move 
back a week due to clashing sporting 
events on Guernsey. The extra Loton 
Park date will come at the end of 
August, meaning that the Shropshire 
hill will host two of the final three 
events of the season. The season 
opener will be at Prescott on 23 April. 


COLES LANDS BHC CUP 
Teenager Alex Coles has won the 
BHC Cup within the British Hillclimb 
Championship. The class-based 
competition for drivers outside the 
main championship was taken by the 
Plymouth youngster at the wheel of 
his Formula Ford Van Diemen RF86. 
Despite not being able to drive on 
the road yet, Coles outscored 
Johnathen Varley (GWR Predator) 
by two points in the final reckoning. 


WOOD WINS ASPHALT TITLE 


Steve Wood was crowned Asphalt 
Rally champion during the final 
round, the Chris Kelly Memorial Rally 
on the Isle of Man. The Aberystwyth 
driver has set the pace for much of 
the season in his Ford Fiesta WRC 
(below) and third place on the island 
was enough to see off the challenge 
of Neil Roskell and John Stone. 
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OPINION CLUB AUTOSPORT 


Ginetta’s gamble 


It was a bold move to cut ties with BTCC organiser TOCA after 14 years, but it’s 


currently unclear if the Yorkshire manufacturer’s surprise decision will pay off 


STEPHEN LICKORISH 


utumn is the time of year when organisers 
traditionally begin revealing more detailed 
A plans for the coming season. Sometimes, 

there is the odd surprise among those proposals 

although, generally, bombshell announcements 
are rare. But that is exactly how you could describe Ginetta’s 
revelation last month that it would be ending its 14-year stint 
on the British Touring Car bill, with Ginetta Junior moving 
tothe British GT package andthe GT4 Supercup being axed. 

The news caught plenty in the paddock unaware — even 
though Ginetta’s three-year deal with BTCC organiser TOCA 
was expiring at the end of 2022. Given GinettaJunior’s immense 
popularity, it had become an integral part of those events. But 
those days are now almost over. 

The reasoning given for the changes does make sense on many 
levels, but it’s still a gamble for Lawrence Tomlinson to throw 
allofhis eggs into the SRO/British GT basket. Ginetta has been 
seeking to expand its worldwide presence and amore streamlined 
UK offering (six SRO events, plus anew G-Fest Ginetta meeting, 
rather than 17 SRO/BTCC), along with closer ties to SRO, will 
enable the manufacturer to proceed with aims of replicating its 
British categories in America and Europe. That it coincided with 
the TOCA deal expiring and an increased cost ofremaining on the 
package made it the right time — in Ginetta’s eyes — for ashake-up. 


“While it might seem logical 
that budgets could reduce, 
some believe this is unlikely” 


Eddie Ives, boss of the Elite Motorsport squad that has been one 
of the most successful Ginetta teams in recent seasons, sums up 
the feeling well: “Initially, Iwas quite surprised. But, having actually 
understood all of the details, I think it’s probably the right move.” 

GinettaJunior has enjoyed strong grids over the past few years 
and Ives is confident they will remain after the British GT move. 
While it might seem logical that budgets could reduce, some believe 
this is unlikely. Extensive testing programmes will still be sought 
and the slight reduction in events will be negated by the general 
rising prices triggered by inflation — therefore, rather than going up, 
budgets might broadly remain the same. But this raises a serious 
question — will drivers be able to secure sufficient sponsorship 
without the large trackside and T'V audiences being onthe BTCC 
bill brings? Yes, switching to SROraises the prospect of all races 


being livestreamed, rather than just one appearing on ITV4, and 
Ginetta Junior’s arrival may boost attendance at GT events, but 
it is far from clear how attractive that proposition will be. It is 
perhaps unsurprising that organisers of other leading series 
have faceda surge in enquiries since Ginetta’s news. 

Alongside Ginetta Junior, the popular GT Academy and anew 
GT championship — bridging the gap from the G56 GTA racer to 
the full-fat GT4 — willbe part of athree-pronged Ginetta presence 
at British GT meetings. But that has left some teams concerned 
about the logistical situation, especially ifthey also compete in 
either British GT or GB3/GB4. Ginetta’s head of motorsport Mike 
Simpson recognises “there will be some hurdles’, but says it gives 
teams“the opportunity to bringin all the income from fewer 
weekends” That may be true, but it comes at what price? Instead of 
being split over TOCA and SRO fixtures, everything will now be put 
onto SRO, potentially meaning more staff and transporters/awnings 
needed for those events — which would not necessarily be required 
for the rest of the year. At least one team has said that situation 
will discourage an entry into the fledgling GT championship. 

The less surprising element of last month’s news was the GT4 
Supercup’s axing. While the car sounds brilliant, the introduction 
of the Gs6 this year has backfired and just three or four drivers in the 
top Pro class at some rounds has been aterrible look. But the reality 
isit has been the best part of a decade since a truly competitive field 
with more thanjust a trio of quick drivers has fought at the front of 
that series. Century Motorsport boss Nathan Freke, involved since 
the category’s G50 Cup days, when it first appeared on TOCA, says: 
“Century Motorsport has had 13 seasons of joy with the GT4 
Supercup and G50 Cup — we’re really sad that it’s ending. But the 
move to SRO isa good one andI know they will make it work.” 

There are other knock-on impacts from Ginetta’s announcement 
that extend beyond the obvious. For example, Ives has concerns for 
some of the UK’s circuits that don’t appear onthe SRO schedule: 
“We do alot ofJunior testing at Croft and Thruxton because we’re 
quiet [avoiding noise restrictions at those venues] — they sell quiet 
days tous. It’s the best part of 20 days between those two circuits.” 

However, it also presents a wonderful opportunity. BTCC chief 
executive Alan Gow has followed Autosport’s suggestion from 
2June, opting to have a variety of series — potentially three or four 
— appear on the BTCC bill next year in Ginetta’s place, and it will be 
exciting to see who gets the nod. Similarly, plans for areplacement 
junior championship for 2024 are intriguing. 

Before then, we’ve got one final BTCC event featuring Ginettas 
at Brands Hatch this weekend. Josh Rowledge andJames Kellett 
hold commanding leads in the Junior and GT'4 Supercup standings, 
respectively, but perhaps it would be a fitting finale ifthere was 
one last surprise in store. 


6 OCTOBER 2022|AUIOSPORI.COM 65 
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ROADBOOK 


Fifteen years after he won the Spa Six 
Hours in a formidable Shelby Mustang, 
Rotterdam’s David Hart finally repeated 
the feat last Saturday evening with son 
Olivier and Nicky Pastorelli in the DHG 
Ford GT 40, winning by a lap. The only 
drama the polesitting Dutchmen hit as they 
beat 17 other GT'40s within the 87-car field 
came 20 minutes from home when Hart Jr 
had the gear knob detach. “I had to change 
with the stick,” smiled the 23-year-old. 

In a pre-1966 enduro that featured 
nine safety cars and rain after darkness 
descended — but no serious incidents — 
rivals’ fortunes ebbed and flowed. A clever 
fuel strategy and metronomic reliability 
helped Frenchmen Olivier Galant/Nic 
Minassian to second. Defending champions 
Olly Bryant/James Cottingham’s race 
went to plan until their engine dropped 


_ It was an eventful race for class- 
winning Tordoffs and Jordan Elan Sa 


= —— 
———— 
ee — 


66 |AUTOSPORT.COM 6 OCTOBER 2022 


a cylinder with an hour to run. Late 
cautions helped them salvage third. 

Richard Bradley, Michael ‘Barry’ Birch 
and James Hanson finished a meritorious 
fourth in Birch’s Pace Historics GT'40, 
ahead of Belgian hero Eric van de Poele — 
from nearby Verviers — who started Ford 
president Jim Farley’s GT40 and overhauled 
Andy Jordan in the GTS10-winning Lotus 
Elan of John and Sam Tordoff for fifth. The 
JCT600 team’s story was remarkable, for Sr 
“fell out” after 40 minutes and was rushed 
to hospital. Discharged that evening, 
he was miffed to miss the podium. 

The other GT class battles were nail- 
biters, resolved in the race’s dying embers 
by 2017 GT'40 victors Andrew Smith and 
Chris Ward. Recent Goodwood TT winner 
Smith succeeded fellow Scots Alasdair 
McCaig and event debutant Gordie Mutch 
in John Clark’s Jaguar E-type and charged 
down the AC Cobra of Philip Kadoorie/ 
Seb Perez/Marino Franchitti for GTS12 
gold and 10th overall. 


Martin splashes his 
way to HGPCA double 


-. 


Ward left it even later in Steve Osborne’s 
Maldon Salt Porsche 911, in which Rob 
Smith middle-stinted. Tom Smith was 
leading GT'S11 superbly in the Dutch MGB 
of Sjoerd Peereboom/Jasper Izaks when he 
was clonked by a Ford Mustang. A quick 
stop revealed superficial damage, but cost 
victory by under five seconds. Mark Dols 
and Briton Adam Cunnington won their 
GTP section in the Dutchman’s home- 
made Marcos “Ikea Box”. 

There was a Belgian Touring Car 
victory to celebrate, for Serge Libens/ 
Thomas Dozin (Mustang) outran the 
similar notchback of Armand and Sam 
Adriaans/Erwin van Lieshout, a gravel 
visitor, by 90s. Falcon trio Bernd Georgi/ 
Manfredo Rossi di Montelera and Vanina 
Ickx, Jacky’s daughter, were third, having 
been towed in with a broken throttle cable. 

Over two gruesomely wet race days, 
Charlie Martin won both Historic Grand 
Prix Cars Association showpieces in Paul 
Waine’s Cooper T'53, despite hitting a 


GT40s were dominant with seven in the 
top eight, headed by Dutch crew (below) 


driveshaft from Rudi Friedrichs’s T53 
on Saturday. Martin doubled up on his 
birthday, finding more traction than 
American Michael Gans’s ex-Bruce 
McLaren T79. Tim Child (ex-Jack 
Brabham/Graham Hill Brabham BT3/4) 
grabbed third from Justin Maeers (T'53) 
on Sunday. German Klaus Lehr (Maserati 
250F) claimed front-engined honours first 
time out after driveshaft failure stopped 
John Spiers’s fellow 250F. Spiers bounded 
back to a class-winning seventh the 
following day after a spin while battling 
with Michel Kuipers (Brabham BT 4). 
Nigel Greensall’s early Stirling Moss 
Trophy lead could not prevent Spiers’s 
Lister-Jaguar from being gobbled up by 
Will Nuthall in Tony Wood’s sister car. 
Gans (ex-Roy Pierpoint Lotus 15) finished 
third, pursued by invitee Jasper Izaks 
(Jaguar XK150) and RAC Woodcote Trophy 
winner Rudiger Friedrichs (Jaguar C-type). 
A burst oil gauge pipe thwarted Tim 
Llewellyn’s quest to convert son Oliver’s 
opening stint to Pre-War Sports Car victory 
in the family’s long-serving Bentley 3/8 
‘Bluebelle’? Engine failure within 100 metres 
of home stopped Ben and Justin Maeers’s 
GN Parker Special challenge, but Gareth 
Burnett’s Alta ran sweetly to the chequer. 
Saturday’s Masters Racing Legends 


NATIONAL REPORTS CLUB OSPO! 


The Lotuses of Werner (r) & 
and Lyonsinbattle | 


Formula 1 opener was a corker, Christophe 
d’Ansembourg (ex-Carlos Reutemann 
Williams FWo7C) narrowly repelling Steve 
Hartley’s ex-John Watson McLaren MP4/. 
The ex-Nigel Mansell JPS Lotuses of 
Chrome Cars reps Michael Lyons (92) and 
triple Le Mans winner Marco Werner (87B) 
duelled out front on Sunday. Abreast out of 
Stavelot, Werner exploited ground-effects 
to scream ahead into Blanchimont. 
Australian James Davison finished fourth 
in Brad Hoyt’s Embassy Hill GH1. 

Steves Tandy and Brooks guided the 
ex-Franck Montagny/Stephane Sarrazin/ 
Nic Minassian Peugeot 90X missile of 
2011 to victories in the Endurance Legends 
plateaux. D’Ansembourg (Lola-Aston Martin 
DBR1/2) shadowed Tandy in the opening 
leg. Brooks stalled at his stop on Sunday, 
but Kriton Lendoudis spun his ex-Anthony 
Davidson/Marc Gene/Alex Wurz 2007 
908 before taking second. The ex-factory 
cars of Andy Feigenwinter (Porsche 911) 
and Marcus Graf von Oeynhausen 
(Audi R8 LMS ultra) each topped GT3. 

It was small-car Sunday weather in 
Sportscar Legends, Jon Minshaw and 
the Harts non-starting their Lola T’70s. 
After half an hour behind a safety car in 
torrential rain, Tom Bradshaw (Chevron 
B19) dominated, but described aquaplaning 
downhill to Pouhon as “absolutely 
horrendous” Rossi di Montelera (Abarth- 
Osella PA1) and Gans (Lola T290) disputed 
second. First V8 was Spiers/Greensall’s 
McLaren M1B, which lapped Steve Farthing 
(in Chris Jolly’s Cooper T61) “like I was 
going backwards”. 

Rossi won both cosmopolitan Formula 
Junior races, albeit pushed by Stuart Roach 
(Alexis Mk4). Tim Child spun his Lotus 22 
out of La Source trying to wrest third from 
Swiss Philipp Buhofer’s 27 after Saturday’s 
start. Dane Pierre Guichard (Lynx) twice 
pipped Nic Carlton-Smith (Kieft) to 
drum-braked gold. 

The turquoise twin Jaguar E-types of 
Andy Newall and Graf von Oeynhausen set 
the Gentlemen Drivers GT pace, Newall 
staying in the unwell Rhea Sautter’s at the 
stops and triumphing. Olivier Hart (Alfa 
Romeo GTA) aced the concurrent Touring 
Car contest, from Sam Tordoff (Falcon). 


layer Special 
' SS ———— 


SPA SIX HOURS (108 LAPS) 1 David Hart/ 
Nicky Pastorelli/Olivier Hart (Ford GT40); 

2 Olivier Galant/Nicolas Minassian (GT40) 

-1 lap; 3 Oliver BryantJames Cottingham 
(GT40); 4 Richard Bradley/Michael Birch/James 
Hanson (GT40); 5 Eric van de Poele/Jim Farley 
(GT40); 6 John & Sam Tordoff/Andy Jordan 
(Lotus Elan); 7 Tony Wood/Will Nuthall (GT40); 
8 Jason Wright/Michael Gans/Andy Wolfe 
(GT40); 9 James Littlejohn/Simon Evans (Elan); 
10 Alasdair McCaig/Gordon Mutch/Andrew 
Smith (Jaguar E-type). Class winners Tordoff/ 
Tordoff/Jordan; McCaig/Mutch/Smith; Steve 
Osborne/Rob Smith/Chris Ward (Porsche 911); 
Mark Dols/Adam Cunnington (Marcos 1800GT); 
Serge Libens/Thomas Dozin (Ford Mustang). 
Fastest lap D Hart 2m41.835s (96.81mph). 
Pole Hart/Pastorelli/Hart. Starters 87. 


Races 1 & 2 Charlie Martin (Cooper T53) 


Tony Wood/Will Nuthall 
(Lister-Jaguar Knobbly) 


Gareth Burnett (Alta) 


Race 1 Christophe d’Ansembourg 
(Williams FWO7C) 


Race 2 Marco Werner (Lotus 87B) 


MASTERS ENDURANCE LEGENL 
Race 1 Steve Tandy (Peugeot 90X) 
Race 2 Steve Brooks (Peugeot 90X) 


MASTE RISC EGEND 

Tom Bradshaw (Chevron-FVC B19) 

HIST(C ais rt RMI en _ m 

Races 1 & 2 Manfredo Rossi di Montelera 
(Lotus 22) 


Andy Newall (Jaguar E-type) 
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There was very little to separate © 
_ Hewlett and Nylan in Type R Trophy 


= 
, a 


DRS, : 


See rarnorny 


SS ae 


~~» 
| 


Hewlett takes the title in tight Type R Trophy tussle 


SNETTERTON 
750MC 
1-2 OCTOBER 


Only three of the 750 Motor Club series in 
action at Snetterton last weekend did not 
have championships to be decided, meaning 
there was plenty of serious competition 

to enjoy in Norfolk. 

The Type R Trophy was now between 
experienced Christopher Nylan and ex-sim 
racer Jake Hewlett, in his first season of 
real-world racing. It started in the closest 
way possible with the protagonists posting 
identical qualifying times, but Nylan 
claimed pole due to setting his time first. 

Race one then also went Nylan’s way. 
The two contenders pulled out a gap while 
midfield chaos broke out behind them. 
Although Hewlett was fractionally quicker, 
he was unable to pass Nylan, who had 
eked out just enough of a lead. 

Race two was a different story, with the 
top 10 reversed to set the grid. Hewlett 
found a way through at the start to rise to 


Mawer (leading) and 
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second on the opening lap, but Nylan took 
longer to clear the pack. Front-row starter 
Jeff Humphries held onto the lead for as 
long as he could, allowing the gap between 
the two title contenders to close, before 
both got past. Another fastest lap meant 
Hewlett could not be caught this time. 

A second win for Nylan in race three 
was not enough for him to secure the 
championship, although his comeback from 
a slow start was impressive. Hewlett only 
needed a third place, which he was happy 
to accept. When Joe Jessup passed him 
on lap four of seven, Hewlett then 
concentrated on keeping third. 

Close finishes also abounded in the 
Ma7da championship. Jonathan Lisseter 
was still involved in a furious scrap with 
Eddie Mawer for the final honours and 
Mawer was eventually awarded the first race, 
although he and Lisseter posted identical 
times as they crossed the line! Mawer then 
won the second race with a late attack, after 
a small off a few moments earlier, but it 
was not enough to deny Lisseter the title. 


This year’s Hot Hatch champion 
was again Class C BMW driver David 
Drinkwater, but the final two races of the 
season were all about the Class A Honda 
Civic Type Rs of Philip Wright and Ryan 
Polley. Both times, Polley led until the final 
stages of the race, when Wright closed in 
and sealed the win with a decisive move. In 
race one, they were joined by Kris McCloy’s 
Civic in third, but they were out on their 
own in race two. The separation from the 
rest of the field was just as well, since race 
one got very physical: a first-lap melee 
resulted in series debutant Josh Lawton 
(Civic) being disqualified, shortly followed 
by Mathew Mandipira’s Clio’s bonnet flying 
open and a car going off-track to avoid him. 

Paul Cook threw a spanner in the 
championship works in the BMW Car Club 
series, claiming his first two wins of the year 
in Wayne Lewis’s E46 M3. In the title battle, 
Graham Crowhurst conceded the honours to 
Class 6 driver Lee Piercey after a dramatic 
day. Crowhurst was unable to qualify his M3 
due to gearbox trouble, but fought back to 
second from last on the grid in the opener, 
setting fastest lap but not close enough to 
Cook. Things looked to be different in race 
two: he attacked Cook for the lead, but a 
serious fourth-lap malfunction at the rear 
of his car sent him off-track, and Bryan 
Bransom (M3) inherited second. 

The Clio races were all won by Andrew 
Harding’s 197, but it was Jack Dwane who 
hoped to grab the championship. Dwane, 
who destroyed his car in a crash at Brands 
Hatch last month, only had to finish to keep 
his win. He borrowed a 182 and contentedly 


TYPE R TROPHY 
Races 1 & 3 Christopher Nylan 
Race 2 Jake Hewlett 


MA7DAS 
Races 1 & 2 Eddie Mawer 


HOT HATCH 
Races 1 & 2 Philip Wright (Honda Civic Type R) 


BMW CAR CLUB RACING 
Races 1 & 2 Paul Cook (E46 M3) 


RENAULT CLIO SPORT CHAMPIONSHIP 
Races 1, 2 & 3 Andrew Harding (197) 


BIKESPORTS 
Race 1 Joe Stables (Radical PR6) 
Race 2 Simon Walker-Hansell (Radical SR3, below) 


116 TROPHY 
Lewis Tindall/Tom Sibley 


ARMED FORCES RACE CHALLENGE 
Races 1 & 2 John Cockburn (BMW 330i) 


F1000 
Race 1 Matthew Higginson 
Races 2 & 3 Lee Morgan 


SPORTS 1000 
Races 1 & 2 Richard Webb (Spire RGBR) 


For full results visit 


pottered round at the back to claim his prize. 
His Radical SR3 now back on song, Simon 

Walker-Hansell just clinched the Bikesports 

title over reigning champion Leon Morrell 


with a second and a win across the weekend. 


Morrell attempted a move on his rival on 
the final lap of race two that ultimately was 
unsuccessful and led to him spinning. 

The guest presence of current British 
Touring Car driver Dan Lloyd and former 
World Touring Car racer Harry Vaulkhard 
could not stop 116 Trophy regulars Lewis 
Tindall and Tom Sibley, although it took 
them a while to work their way back to 
the front after the second round of stops. 

John Cockburn (BMW 330i) saw off 
close rival Mark White’s Civic both times 
in the Armed Forces Race Challenge, despite 
White getting the upper hand on occasion. 
White dropped out of race one late on. 
RACHEL HARRIS-GARDINER 
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THE F1000 FIVE BATTLE FOR GLORY 


Welham withstood his 
challengers to take title 


F1000 has become one of Britain’s best- 
subscribed single-seater championships, 
and the breadth of talent is such that five 
drivers went into the final races with 
a chance of winning the title. 

Second-placed Matt Booth said a close 
finale isn’t an unusual situation: “It was 
Lee [Morgan] and me going into the last 
round last year - the last four years, it’s 
been decided on the final race.” 

Last year’s champion Morgan is set to 
leave full-time F1000 racing at the end 
of this season and began the weekend 
with only an outside chance. “It’d have to 
go wrong for the others for me to win,” he 
admitted, also conceding that “nothing 
has really worked for us this year”. Three 
blown engines damaged his chances 
mid-season, although some late wins 
helped his cause and meant a repeat of 
his dramatic win last year was possible. 

The leader going into the final 
round, Rob Welham, had a different 
story, relaxing in an awning before race 
one. He’s traditionally laid-back pre-race 
and occasionally warms up by playing 
rugby. “Everything has just worked for 
us this year,” he said, adding that he was 
hoping for rain, given strong previous 
wet Snetterton performances. 

Morgan’s fellow outsider, Matthew 
Higginson, was realistic. “It’s called 


Morgan ended his full-time 
F1000 spell with two victories 


a mathematical chance,” he said of 
his championship challenge. 

But Higginson threw himself a small 
lifeline by winning the opener from 
Welham and Booth on a last-lap sprint 
following a lengthy safety-car period. 
Welham, in turn, did well to pass Booth 
in such a short space of time. 

The safety car’s appearance frustrated 
Tom Gadd, third in the pre-weekend 
standings. “We need full races so we can 
go for the points,” he said. Although his 
claim to the trophy was weakened by 
a sixth-place finish, he had not given 
up hope: “Lee was even more of an 
outsider last year when he won it.” 

It took until lap two before the safety 
car came out again in the second contest. 
Thankfully, it was only a short caution 
while Alok lyengar’s car was moved. 
Morgan got the best start in this reversed- 
grid race, hitting the front after two laps. 
Higginson attacked late on and passed 
Gadd, who thought he felt a rose joint go. 
This turned out to be a false alarm and he 
was sixth. Welham’s challenge was still 
strong with third, behind Higginson. 

With things obviously going right a little 
too late, Morgan won the finale (and his 
last race) quite convincingly, although 
an exhaust problem meant the noise 
coming from his car was rather 
agricultural. Welham wasted no time in 
dispatching Gadd, then Higginson. He only 
had to finish third to secure the title, but 
second suited him fine. Briefly, it looked 
as if Morgan would retire and give him the 
win, but he didn’t and he didn’t need to, 
just like Welham didn’t need the rain. 

As Welham celebrated, his mother 
Caroline summed up his victory: “He’s 
been through so much and he deserves 
this. And he’s been so calm all through it 
RACHEL HARRIS-GARDINER 
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Fab Fisher 
finally bags 
FF1600 crown 


CASTLE COMBE 
CCRC 
1 OCTOBER 


A podium in the first of two races was 
enough for Felix Fisher to claim his maiden 
Castle Combe Formula Ford title and become 
the third member of his family to secure an 
outright crown at the Wiltshire venue. 

The Ray GRos driver led the opening race 
initially after moving ahead of Ammonite 
Motorsport and Team USA Scholarship 
driver Thomas Schrage off the line, the 
young American having taken pole on his 
first outing at the circuit (see News). 
Fisher’s chief title rival Luke Cooper 
occupied second on the opening tour, 
which became the lead at the mid-point of 
the 10-lap race into Quarry, with Schrage 
also demoting Fisher. Cooper’s Swift SC20 
was briefly challenged at Camp a lap later 
by Schrage’s Ray GR18 but the top three 
remained unchanged until the flag. 

“T’m getting a bit emotional — that’s three 
people from the same family that have won 
the title outright,” said Fisher, who follows 
in the footsteps of his father Brian (three- 
time GT champion) and brother Josh 
(three-time FF1600 title winner). 

Fisher then put in a‘champion’s drive’ in 


Fisher leads opening race, 
before slipping back to 
third, but still took title 
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the sequel, with Cooper and Schrage again 
proving to be his main rivals. All three led 
at times before Fisher made the decisive 
move at Quarry just past the halfway point. 
Adam Prebble was another younger 
sibling to claim a maiden overall title when 
he triumphed in the Castle Combe Saloons, 
matching the accomplishment of brother 
Gary from 2002. Prebble Jr’s Vauxhall Astra 
led comfortably but fell back to second 
behind his brother’s SEAT Leon Cupra 
midway through the 15-lap encounter after 
briefly losing power, before a loss of oil 
pressure forced the SEAT to stop on- 
track exiting Bobbies. 


A one-lap shootout following a brief 
safety-car period ensued but, with a 
backmarker between himself and Robert 
Ellick’s Audi T'T, Prebble took a comfortable 
victory and the overall title, while main 
rival James Keepin (MG ZR 160) could 
only finish second in Class C. 

Neven Kirkpatrick secured another Super 
Mighty Minis title, taking victory ahead of 
outgoing champion Ian Slark after the first 
race ended prematurely due to a three-car 
crash at Quarry in the closing minutes. 
Slark won the sequel, having come through 
the reversed grid and pulled out a gap of 
more than two seconds before Kirkpatrick 


Barrable family delight as ICCR titles decided 


MONDELLO PARK 
MPSC 
1-2 OCTOBER 


It was a day to remember for the Barrable 
family at Mondello Park during the final 
round of the Irish Championship Circuit 
Racing series. Michael Barrable fought 
his way to the podium in the second 
Fiesta Zetec race, which secured him the 
2.022 title, while son Peter took all three 
Irish Legends wins and a new lap record. 


. Murphy claimed SEAT 
Supercup title with win 
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Newly crowned rookie champion James 
Byrne was delighted to qualify on the 
front row for the capacity Zetec grid and 
a superb launch meant he grabbed the lead 
into the first corner. He was eventually 
usurped by the charging Keith Rabbitt, 
who held on for an impressive win on his 
return to the series, as Byrne fell to fourth. 
In race two, Phil Lawless got his head down 
to escape the baying pack and brought it 
home for a popular win, from Jack Byrne 
again and new champion Barrable Sr. 

Guesting in an LOH Stryker, Rod 
McGovern beat poleman — and team-mate 
— Michael Cullen away in the opening 
race. Predictably, Cullen fought back 
and a superb battle ensued, with Cullen 
eventually forging his way ahead when a 
late-race mistake dropped McGovern back. 

Second time round, Cullen led away but 
Andy Dalton, an electrical problem having 
been traced and fixed, shadowed the pair in 
the early stages. When McGovern ran wide, 
Dalton was through and kept Cullen on his 


toes before McGovern displaced him. 

Harry McGovern surprised all the 
regulars with SEAT Supercup Ireland pole, 
but his accompanying low-power ECU left 
him helpless to hold off the pack. A great 
start from Shane Murphy from the front 
row gave him a lead he would hold until the 
flag, assuring him of the 2022 title. Barry 
English was next, from an inspired Graham 
McDonnell. Brian Berry took a red-flagged 
race two from a delighted Dave Maguire, 
who had suffered issues all weekend. 

A great start in the opening BOSS 
Ireland race gave Michael Roche the lead 
and he initially eased away in his Dallara 
F306. But poleman Sylvie Mullins (Gould 
GR37) closed him down, accompanied by 
Tony Greenan and Aaron Gaughran. The 
quartet crossed the line as one with Roche 
in front but, crucially, Gaughran’s F307 
had displaced Greenan’s F317 for third, 
assuring Gaughran of the championship. 

In race two, Jonathan Fildes’s 
spectacularly driven Lola T96, which 
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Adam Prebble leads brother 
Gary en route to claiming. 
__ the overall Saloons crown | 
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moved into second, where he remained until 
the flag. Ben Butler took a brace of wins in 
the concurrent Mighty Minis class. 
Craig Dolby dominated the Castle 
Combe GT race, but running wide at 
Camp damaged the rear bodywork on 
his Volvo S60. The black-and-orange flag 
was displayed and, although the flapping 
bodywork detached by itself, Dolby headed 
into the paddock. It left newly crowned GT 
champion Kevin Bird (Porsche 991 Carrera 
Cup) to head home Dylan Popovic’s Ginetta. 
Chris Southcott’s Honda Civic EKg 
dominated both Castle Combe Hot Hatch 
races, but had to repass Sam Stride’s similar 


Barrable (22) and Rabbitt 


did not start the opener, charged past the 
F3 cars and grabbed the lead from Mullins, 
much to the delight of the crowd. Mullins 
fought back though and, when Fildes retired, 
he made no mistakes under a strong 
challenge from Gaughran to take the win. 
Max Turley beat poleman Michael Cullen 
away in the first Fiesta ST race, with Phil 
Lawless climbing to third. Cullen began to 
pile on the pressure but a late-race brake 
failure meant he collected the leader, with 
both parking in the gravel and bringing out 
the red flags. A result was declared with 
Turley taking the win. Turley and Victor 
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machine in the opener after dropping 
behind on the first lap. 

Side-by-side action was a highlight of the 
Intermarque Silhouettes, with Daniel Smith 
(Mercedes SLK) making his second attempt 
around the outside of Reuben Taylor’s 
Peugeot 206 at Camp stick to win race one. 
Ian Hales, who had been unable to pass 
Taylor for second in the opener, won race 
two in his Vauxhall Tigra from Smith. 

Invitational entry George Line (Dallara 
F308) won both Monoposto Tiedeman 
Trophy contests, but was kept honest by 
Jason Timms (Dallara F301) in the sequel. 
STEFAN MACKLEY 
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Cullen tangled on the main straight 

in the sequel, leaving young guns 
Christopher Grimes Jr and Kian O’Brien 
to scrap it out, with Grimes defending 
beautifully to take his maiden win. 

Gavin Buckley dominated proceedings 
in a single non-championship Formula 
Vee encounter, crossing the line well 
ahead of Paul Lewis, who came out tops 
in a battle with returnee Stephen Morrin. 
Codey Keogh took a pair of Mini Junior 
wins, David Travers battling him mightily 
in a highly entertaining second race. 

LEO NULTY 


CASTLE COMBE 
CCRC FORMULA FORD 

Race 1 Luke Cooper (Swift SC20) 
Race 2 Felix Fisher (Ray GRO5) 


CCRC SALOONS 
Adam Prebble (Vauxhall Astra) 


CCRC SUPER MIGHTY MINIS/MIGHTY MINIS 
Race 1 Nevin Kirkpatrick (Super) 
Race 2 lan Slark (Super) 


CCRC GTs 
Kevin Bird (Porsche 991 Carrera Cup) 


CCRC HOT HATCH 
Races 1 & 2 Chris Southcott (Honda Civic EK9) 


CMMC INTERMARQUE SILHOUETTES 
Race 1 Daniel Smith (Mercedes SLK) 
Race 2 lan Hales (Vauxhall Tigra) 


MONOPOSTO TIEDEMAN TROPHY 
Races 1 & 2 George Line (Dallara F308) 


For full results visit} tsl-timing.co 


MONDELLO PARK 
IRISH FIESTA ZETECS 
Race 1 Keith Rabbitt 
Race 2 Phil Lawless 


IRISH LEGENDS 
Races 1, 2 & 3 Peter Barrable (below) 


IRISH STRYKERS 
Races 1 & 2 Michael Cullen 


SEAT SUPERCUP IRELAND 
Race 1 Shane Murphy 
Race 2 Brian Berry 


FORMULA BOSS IRELAND 
Race 1 Michael Roche (Dallara F306) 
Race 2 Sylvie Mullins (Gould GR37) 


IRISH FIESTA STs 
Race 1 Max Turley 
Race 2 Christopher Grimes Jr 


FORMULA VEE 
Gavin Buckley (Sheane) 


MINI JUNIOR CHALLENGE 
Races 1 & 2 Codey Keogh 
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For full results visit: 
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BRITISH HILLCLIMB CHAMPIONSHIP 


The new contender rising 
to the hillclimb summit 


In 2022, there was a different name challenging the well-established 
regulars at the front of the British Hillclimb field 
PAUL LAWRENCE 


PHOTOGRAPHY PAUL & BEN LAWRENCE 


he top end of the British Hillclimb Championship they had a new threat to contend with. 
is a fiercely competitive place. Although sporting From the very beginning, Ryder was on the pace. In his first 
rivalry and camaraderie exudes from the well- run-off with the Gould at Prescott in April, he finished joint 
established big guns of the discipline, the jump totry third with Trevor Willis, 0.06 seconds away from winner Scott 
to join them is still a daunting prospect. But that’s Moran. But it all really came together at Harewood in July when, 
exactly what Matthew Ryder did in 2022 — and he did it in style. in the second run-off, he not only beat all of the stars but also 
At 26 years old, Ryder joined Will Hall and then Sean Gould broke the hill record. His storming run was a whopping 0.88s 
in the state-of-the-art Gould GR59 for his debut season in the up on second-placed Wallace Menzies and a third of a second 
over-two-litre single-seater class. The four-litre Judd-engined under Menzies’ two-hour-old record. 
device is a purpose-built hillclimb car with well over 6oobhp Later, in the heat of Shelsley Walsh in August, he took a second 
on tap and a weight of only around 420kg. With launch control run-off victory and came within a whisker of the most famous hill 
and traction control optimised, it’s a rocketship. record of all by posting a best of 22.448, just 0.07s down on the time 
Although he’d enjoyed success in smaller-engined cars, it was set a year earlier by Gould in the same car. It was the second-fastest 
still a huge step forward for Ryder. But his progress and pace climb ever recorded at Shelsley and Gould says it could have been 
exceeded even his own most optimistic expectations for the even faster: “It could have been a record. He took three tenths out 
year, and the regular title contenders quickly realised that of me from Bottom Ess to the finish line. There’s more time there.” 
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Of course, there were some lumps and bumps along the way, 
with no points in Guernsey after the nose of the car was damaged 
in practice, and no points at Prescott in September after a gearbox 
failure. Those four no-scores cost Ryder a shot at grabbing fourth 
place in the final reckoning. Instead, he will start next season with 
number 5 on the car having only been headed by Menzies, Alex 
Summers, Moran and Willis — all British Hillclimb champions. 
That’s the sort of company he’s already keeping and, in 2023, 
Ryder will start the season as one of the big guns in the BHC. 


HILLCLIMB’S RISING STAR 


Not many new drivers have 
been able to challenge the 
established stars so quickly 


The Matthew Ryder hillclimb story goes back to his early 
years when his parents John and Caroline shared a 600cc Jedi 
single-seater on the hills. From before he can remember, his 
summer weekends were spent at hillclimbs. 

Ryder started karting when he was 11 and did some British 
and club championship racing, notably in the Midlands. He 
recalls: “When I was in the category for 13 to 16-year-olds, 
Lando Norris was winning everything in the 11 to 13s.” 

When he was 16, he made the move to racing and the Jedi 
was converted to race specification. He competed in Formula 
Jedi for three seasons, scoring some podium finishes. But 
his upbringing on the hills tempted him back and he started 
sharing an 1100cc OMS single-seater with Mark Goodyear. 

“T enjoyed it and, with the rising costs of going racing, I 
decided to focus more on the hills,” Ryder explains. “I’d been 
around it all my life and I knew the tracks because I cycled up 
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How Menzies completed 
an impressive hat-trick 


It was a title race that 
remained open until the 
final day of the season 
but, ultimately, Wallace 
Menzies took his third British 
Hillclimb Championship 
title in a row. He is only 
the seventh hat-trick 
champion in 75 years. 
Across a season that 
spanned 13 events at 10 
venues and 29 championship 
run-offs, there was seldom 
more than a fraction of a 
second between the Gould 
GR59 of Menzies and the DJ 
Firestorm of Alex Summers. 
Although both cars and, 
indeed, both drivers 
achieved their speed in 
different ways, the end 
result on the clocks was 
often a tenth of a second 
between them - or less. 
Summers tended to shine 
on the higher-speed hills 
such as Gurston Down, 
Doune and Shelsley Walsh, 
but Menzies was just as 
strong at other venues. Aside 
from what was, by his own 
incredibly high standards, 
a middling season opener 
at Prescott, Menzies was 
seldom out of contention. His 
remarkable run of 12 wins 
and 27 top-three finishes 
in 29 run-offs was only 
interrupted by the Prescott 
opener and a rain-hit run-off 
back at the Gloucestershire 
venue in early September. 
“Whatever happened 
at Loton Park [the finale], 
it’s been an honour and a 
privilege to be part of it,” 


Menzies just edged his ; 
season-long Summers battle Ee S=ssamm 


says Menzies. “It’s a mark 

of the man that Alex gave 

it absolutely everything. 

It’s a lot of hard work and 
commitment and I’m pleased 
for the boys in the team. 

It’s just mega special to 

me to win it.” 

Summers was far from 
downcast at finishing 
runner-up: “Wallace 
does have that amazing 
consistency in both himself 
and the car. You cannot 
rely on them having a bad 
weekend. It’s brilliant and it’s 
a privilege and, even if I’ve 
had a crap weekend, | still 
go to work the next day 
thinking I’m lucky to be 
able to do this.” 

Of course, this was never 
just a two-way battle. Scott 
Moran (Gould GR59) was 
always in the mix and won 
three times as he claimed 
third in the table, while 


“It’s been an 
honour and 
a privilege to 
be part of it” 


Trevor Willis (OMS) was 
usually on the attack on 

his way to fourth despite 

a power disadvantage. 
Matthew Ryder bagged fifth 
from fellow two-time winner 
Dave Uren (GR55). The 
intrepid Richard Spedding 
(GWR) topped the smaller- 
engined cars in seventh from 
the Goulds of Paul Haimes 
and David Warburton. 
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them on my push bike when I was a kid.” 

As the next step, a1600cc single-seater was bought for a 
season while he was at university. “One of the fantastic things 
about hillclimbing is that you can do as much or as little as you 
want,” Ryder continues. “It can be serious or more clubbie. So 
dad and I got the car together and had a go at that.” 

There followed two Empire chassis, the first one in 2018 around 
a brand-new tub. But then Caroline had a sizeable accident at 
Shelsley, going over the bank and into the undergrowth, and that 
tub was scrapped. The engine and ancillaries were built into a 
replacement tub, which brought Matthew some good results 
into and just beyond the COVID-19 era. 

But there was an itch that had to be scratched and it was to make 
the jump into the big time with an over-two-litre single-seater and 
go up against the stars of British hillclimbing. “We always said it 


_ from the Prescott opener, 
» when he was joint third 
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Ryder was on the pace right 
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would be great to have a big car and have a go,” says Ryder. “I’d had 
a couple of runs in a big-class car before because we were friends 
with Deryk Young and I shared his Gould GRs51. But that was with 
no traction control or anything. It was very much a case of put your 
foot down too much and the back end did what it wanted to. It was 
an exciting car to drive and really good practice.” 

For 2022, the Ryders considered the options and first looked for 
an older Gould, like a GR55. But there were none on the market and 
a conversation with Sean about available cars prompted an offer to 
share the new GRs59 that he had taken to third in the 2021 BHC. 

Initially, Ryder shared the car with Will Hall but, after a few 
events, Hall decided to take a break and wait until his own new 
car was ready, and so Ryder went solo in the middle part of the 
season. Later, Gould returned to share the car after recovering 
from a shoulder operation. 

When the season started, Ryder’s ambition was to try to get 
a number, which in hillclimbing means finishing in the top 10 of 
this year’s championship to carry the corresponding number the 
following year. “I wanted to keep the car in one piece and really 
learn the car and get used to it,” he says of his pre-season goal. “And, 
if I came away with some top-five finishes, I’d have been very happy. 


“Even when the competition 
is this tight, there's still a very 
good level of camaraderie” 


“So, to come away with the results I did is absolutely fantastic. 
It’s a big challenge and it’s a big step. I was really fortunate to have 
done quite a lot of driving in different cars over the years as I was 
an instructor on circuits as my first full-time job for a couple of 
years. So I’m kind of used to jumping in and out of cars and it’s 
just gone better than I thought.” 

In reality, getting to fifth in the championship would have been 
a fine achievement in his second year, so to have done it in his 
first season at the top level is quite remarkable. Not since the 
young Summers joined the big league nearly a decade ago has 
anew driver come in near the top of the championship. 

“T think the timing for this has worked really well with mum 
and dad retiring,” adds Ryder. “If they were both working full-time, 
it would not have been possible.” With his father John running the 
car from the family home in Gloucestershire and mum Caroline 
overseeing operations as well as still competing in a Formula Ford, 
Matthew is able to live 200 miles away in Lancashire, where his 
partner Kirsten is a maths teacher. 

“Obviously, this was never a one-year plan, and I think we'll 
be in the car next year,’ Ryder adds. “I don’t know yet whether 
Sean will share with us or not.” Despite his immediate speed, the 
other top drivers have greeted him warmly with encouragement 
and friendly banter, even though Ryder will surely be in witha 
shot at the title in 2023. 

“The spirit is fantastic and they genuinely want to be helpful 
— even when the competition is this tight, there’s still a very good 
level of camaraderie,” Ryder concludes. Next year, the big three of 
Menzies, Summers and Moran could well become the big four. -# 
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The life and times of extraordinary 


MOTORSPORT’S 
MILITARY HEROES 
Bryan Lightbody 
RRP £22 


Racing and danger have 
been intertwined since 
the very conception of 
the sport, and for many early pioneers 
the risks were as much a reason to take 
part as competing and winning. 

It’s perhaps not surprising that during 
both world wars, those who competed in 
motorsport would also be the ones to 
come to the fore during conflict. 

Motorsport’s Military Heroes charts 
the lives of 18 men and women who 
served their countries — the exception 
being Mike Hailwood, who never served 
as such but was awarded the George 
Medal for saving Clay Regazzoni’s life 
at the 1973 South African Grand Prix. 

Chapter lengths vary depending 
on the character in question, from 
several of the Bentley Boys — Woolf 
Barnato, Tim Birkin, Sammy Davis 
and John Duff — to names such as 
Carroll Shelby and Murray 
Walker (right). 

Military duties and 
service records are the 
focus of the book, but 
that’s not to say there’s 
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no mention of motorsport exploits. In fact, 
there’s a decent amount written about 
racing, especially when taking into account 
author Bryan Lightbody’s history as a 
former policeman who had stints working 
with MIs and protecting Queen Elizabeth II, 
rather than as a specialist motorsport writer. 

Without doubt the most compelling 
parts of the book are extracts from letters 
sent during the conflicts, most notably 
from land-speed record holder Henry 
Segrave and Muriel Thompson. Segrave 
describing how he was shot at point blank 
range when serving in the trenches or 
Thompson trying to save the lives of ‘burnt 
and blown up men’ as a first-aid nurse 
serve to paint a harrowing picture of war. 

The death of French racing hero and 
Second World War secret agent Robert 
Benoist at the hands of the Nazis in a 
concentration camp also makes 
for sober reading. 

There are light-hearted 
anecdotes though, such as 
Shelby — a flight instructor 
during the Second World 
War — pretending to suffer 
a heart attack when 
driving the course car 
ahead of the 1999 
Indianapolis 
500, to the 
terror of his 
passenger. 
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The book also features those who were 
perhaps better celebrated for their activities 
outside motorsport — pioneering American 
racing star Eddie Rickenbacker’s exploits 
during the First World War as the US’s 
most decorated flying ace are thrilling. 

The same can be said of ex-motorsport 
commentator and BBC presenter Raymond 
Baxter during his time flying Spitfires in 
the Battle of Britain. While this may be 
familiar to some readers, to a younger 
generation it’s a fascinating insight. 

If there is a criticism of the book it’s that 
some of the information feels crammed in 
and can read more like a fact file of each 
person. While it’s understandable that 
Lightbody wanted to give as much context 
to the lives of his subject matter, from 
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Carroll Shelby served 
as a flight instructor 


on ._ 


family history to upbringing and their 
private lives, some of this could have 
been left out. It’s a problem not helped by 
a fair amount of information being repeated 
— which to some degree is to be expected 
when many of the book’s subjects had 
intertwined lives — but less so when the 
same facts and incidents are repeated 
just a few lines later in the same chapter. 
There’s the odd error — spectator fatality 
numbers at Le Mans in 1955 are given 
as 83 and 72 at different points, for 
example — but generally the 200-page 
book is well-researched and written. 
It’s a gripping read and one that serves 
as a reminder of the sacrifices and heroism 
shown by some of motorsport’s key figures. 


my F1 Singapore Grand Prix review 
An Sergio Perez took victory in the Formula 1 Singapore Grand Prix 
from Charles Leclerc, but only after a stewards’ investigation, 
which delayed the result for two hours after the race. To recap 
and analyse all the action, podcast host Martyn Lee is joined 
by Matt Kew and Jess McFadyen. 


F1 World Championship 
Round 18/22 

Suzuka, Japan 

9 October 

TV] Sky Sports F1, 
Sun 0555 

G9 Highlights 

Sky Sports F1, Sun 1230, 
Channel 4, Sun 1230 


Round 8/8 
Hockenheim, Germany 
8-9 October 

TV) BT Sport 4, 
Sat 1215, Sun 1215 


Round 7/7 
Hockenheim, Germany 
8-9 October 

‘Oj on 


Motorsport.tv, Sat 1405, 
Sun 1405, 

iTV) BT Sport 2, 

Sat 1400 


Round 11/13 

Mount Panorama, Australia 

9 October 

iTV) BT Sport 1, Sun 0015 


WHAT’S ON 


Round 3/4 
Indianapolis, USA 
8 October 


Round 32/36 

Charlotte, USA 

9 October 

iTV Premier Sports 2, 
Sun 1830 


Round 29/33 
Charlotte, USA 
8 October 


Round 4/6 

Spa, Belgium 

8-9 October 

iTV BT Sport 4, 
Sat 1600, Sun 1600 


UK 
MOTORSPORT 


Brands Hatch BARC 
BTCC, British F4, Ginetta GT4 
Supercup, Ginetta Junior, 
Mini Challenge JCW, 
Porsche Carrera Cup 

£&9 Live ITV4, Sun 1030 


Oulton Park 750MC 

8 October 

5Club MX-5s, Alfa Romeos, 
Club Enduro, Locost, MR2s 


Silverstone CSCC 

8-9 October 

Classic K, Future Classics, 
Magnificent Sevens, Modern 
Classics, New Millennium, 
Open Series, Slicks Series, 
Special Saloons & Modsports, 
Swinging Sixties, Tin Tops, 
Turbo Tin Tops 


Snetterton MSVR 
8-9 October 

GT Cup, Pickup Trucks, 
Production Golf GTls, 
Snetterton Saloons, 
Monoposto, Toyo Tires 
Racing Saloons, Z Cars 


Pembrey BARC 
8-9 October 
British Trucks, Hyundai 
Coupe Cup, JSCC, MGOC, 
Welsh Sports & Saloons 

via barc.net 


Knockhill SMRC 

9 October 

C1 Cup, Classics, Fiesta STs, 
Mini Cooper Cup, FF1600 
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ADULT RACEDAY ADMISSION (ONLINE) £25* 
WEEKEND ADMISSION (ONLINE) £32* 
GRANDSTAND SEATING FROM E12 


Collins 
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BRITISH GT 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
FEATURING GB3 AND GB4 


0344 225 4422 
DONINGTON-PARK.CO.UK 


* Discounted advance booking closes 16:00 Thu 26 May. 
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Hamilton Si Jackie Stewart 


To hear our debate on the 
top 10 Tyrrell F1 drivers, 
listen to episode 669 at 


TOP FIVE 


SCHLEGELMILCH 


TYRRELL FORMULA 1 DRIVERS 


FRANCOIS CEVERT 

Would Cevert have become world 

champion had he not been killed during 
practice for the 1973 US GP? It’s one of F1’s big 
unknowns, but what can’t be disputed is Cevert’s 
growth alongside Jackie Stewart to become one 
of the sport’s best - and his popularity within the 
team. His one win came at Watkins Glen in 1971, 
but take Stewart out of the equation and Cevert 
would have been a seven-time Tyrrell winner. 


MICHELE ALBORETO 

Narrowly pipping Jean Alesi to this spot 

is the driver who took Tyrrell’s last two 
world championship F1 victories. Alboreto had 
a tricky rookie campaign in 1981 but impressed 
the following year. He took seven points finishes, 
topped by a fine victory in Las Vegas - Tyrrell’s first 
for four years. The 1983 season was tougher, the 
Cosworth-powered team left behind by turbos, 
but Alboreto scored one last success in Detroit. 


JODY SCHECKTER 

Thrust into the role of team leader 

following Cevert’s death, the 
inexperienced Scheckter stepped up superbly 
and largely led the Tyrrell line across 1974-76. 
He didn’t always see eye to eye with Ken Tyrrell 
- and was not a fan of the P34 - but Scheckter 
put together a championship challenge in 1974, 
scored the six-wheeler’s only victory in 1976, and 
scored more wins for Tyrrell than all bar Stewart. 


PATRICK DEPAILLER 

The king of Tyrrell’s iconic six-wheeled 

P34, Depailler joined the team full-time 
in 1974, in the wake of Francois Cevert’s death. 
The Frenchman largely played second fiddle to 
Jody Scheckter but outpaced both the South 


African and 1977 team-mate Ronnie Peterson in 


the P34. Depailler finally got his first win at the 
1978 Monaco GP and scored more points for the 
team than any other except our number one. 


JACKIE STEWART 

The first Tyrrell chassis was created 

around the rapid Scot and he was a 
fundamental part of the team, having already 
won the world title in a Tyrrell-run Matra. Only 
Stewart, who scored more wins and poles for 
the team than any other, took the F1 crown with 
Tyrrell and he did it twice. His 1973 campaign was 
one of F1’s finest and the Stewart-Tyrrell combo 
should be regarded as one of motorsport’s greats. 


6 OCTOBER 2022/AUIOSPORI.COM 79 


Ny Al er eect 


; rea | ' ) 
i? , Vere. 
Be renk. . 


ef 


< 
an 
- 


George Eyston’s Alfa Romeo 8C 2300 Monza leads 
the similar car of Brian Lewis through the streets 
of Douglas, Isle of Man, during the 1933 Mannin 
Moar. The race had been organised, along with 
its little brother the Mannin Beg (for cars with 
non-supercharged engines under 1.5 litres), in 
response to the popularity of the Monaco Grand 
Prix, and the only suitable location that allowed 
racing on closed public roads was the British 
Crown dependency in the Irish Sea. Feathers were 
ruffled by riding mechanics being mandatory, their 
purpose being to indicate to flag marshals that 
their driver wished to pass the car in front, and 
would the officials kindly wave them through... 
Nine cars from 14 entries started the race and 
just four made the finish, led by Lewis who 
completed the 50 laps in a time of 3h34m52s. 

It was nevertheless considered a success due 

to some exciting dices - and perhaps because 
several hair-raising incidents that could have 
ended in tragedy resulted in only minor injuries. 


IDUK& 


IMAGES 


For more great photographs, visit motorsportimages.com 
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MY FAVOURITE... TEAM-MATE 


Kurt Luby 


Autosport Media UK Ltd, 1 Eton Street, Richmond, TW9 1AG 
+44 (0) 20 3405 8100 autosport@autosport.com 

tirstnhame.surname@autosport.com| 

www.autosport.com @autosport 
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top sportscar 

squad United 

Autosports, 
Richard Dean appreciates 
more than most the worth of 
a good team-mate relationship. 
During a long and varied driving 
career encompassing success in 
single-seaters, touring cars and GT 
machinery, Yorkshireman Dean formed 
strong connections with several drivers 
— but none quite like Kurt Luby. 

The pair were a dominant force on 
their way to scooping the 1998 British 
GT title, taking six consecutive class 
victories and a remarkable outright 
win at Silverstone with their Oftedahl 
Motorsport Chrysler Viper GT2. The 
following year, they were a race-winning 
combination with the underdeveloped 
and short-lived Sintura S99. 

Dean and Luby were well-matched, 
favouring set-ups that were “pretty 
identical” and, as former karting 
rivals, knew each other well. “After 
practice we’d look at each other and 
know whose weekend it was,” says 
Dean. “He wouldn’t hesitate to say, 

‘OK Deany, you’re qualifying here.” 
Dean says Luby was never inclined to 
withhold information as “he’s just not got 
it in him to be devious”, but reckons that 
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was in part down to the 

Bolton ace’s confidence in 

his ability. His wet-weather 

prowess at Silverstone in 

1998 was key in pipping 
Julian Bailey’s GT1 Lister. 
“Kurt could drive anything 

you gave him,” Dean recalls. “A 

Dodge Viper, you could really hustle 
that car around. You give that car in any 
condition to Kurt, with old tyres towards 
the end of a race, and there was nobody 
going to get more out of it.” 

Come 1999, they were paired again in 
Phil Bourne’s new Lola-built Sintura GT1. 
A high-downforce car, it took both some 
adapting to get the best from it, but this 
they did with aplomb. After Luby had 
secured its maiden win at Silverstone 
with a gutsy defence from Magnus 
Wallinder’s Porsche, he had another 
win at Spa (again in the wet) sewn up 
before a 10-second penalty for passing 
a backmarker under yellow flags. 

Luby’s last high-profile seat was in the 
2001 British Touring Car Championship 
with the flawed Lexus IS200, a car 
unworthy of a driver Dean holds in the 
highest regard. “I’ve got a lot of time for 
Kurt,” he says. “He was such a good driver 
all the way through his career, a real 
seat-of-your-pants, no-nonsense driver.” 
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_ F1 returns to Suzuka 


WHO WILL WIN THE FIRST JAPANESE 


GRAND PRIX SINCE 2019? 
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